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Abstract

Abstract

The Hongguang regime is the first government in the South
Ming Dynasty. When the scholar-bureaucrats of Ming Dynasty in
Nanjing heard that Emperor Chongzhen had committed suicide on
Meishan Mountain, they supported Fu King to be the new Em-
peror, and named the regime Hongguang. At the time, although
Beijing had already fallen, still, the southern half territory re-
mained integrated. One month after the Li Zicheng% army inva-
ded Beijing, the general-in-chief of the Ming Dynasty Wu Sangui
cajoled the Qing army and defeated the Dashun Army at Shan-
haiguan. After that, the army of Qing and that of Li Zicheng
started some decisive battles near Beijing, Shanxi and the Yellow
River valley, which provided a splendid time and space for the
founding of the new government. Besides, the regions south of
Changjiang River was not only fertile, and highly developed in
economy, but had seldom been affected by war. And the militar-
y force of the Ming troops remained stronger than that of the Qing
troops. What was more important, there were all kinds of central
governmental administrative agencies in Nanjing, which were still
in operation, including the six departments, and theministry of
superintendent. So it was possible to build up the central organi-
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zations in a short time. What was more, all the people supported
the plan to build up a new government to stabilize the country
and reoccupy the lost land. After the Hongguang regime was
founded, many people swarmed to Nanjing, including the former
Ming officials in the north, citizens, and merchants, which was
very advantageous to the Hongguang regime. If the Hongguang
regime could united together, tried their best, and pushed for-
ward, it was very likely that they could protected the southern
half of China by the natural barrier of Changjiang River, and e-
ven might recapture the lost land in middle China. But under
such advéntageous situation, the Hongguang regime had never
sent their troops north, what was even worse, they could not de-
fend the Nanjing itself, and the regime was overthrown just one
year later. The main reason was because of its policy of “yield-
ing to the Qing but killing out the rebels”. The party disputes
and the corruption inside the regime accelerated its quick dying
out.

The Qing Dynasty had hoped to conquer the Ming Dynasty
with the help of the Li Zichengs army. One of its generals had in
fact suggested to Li to invade the Middle China together, but was
refused. Hongguang regime should had realized this before. But
for the class prejudice of regarding the Li%s army as their deadly
enemy, and regarding the Qing as their friend, the Hongguang
regime hoped to wipe out the Li’s army with the help of Qing.
The mistake of taking enemy as the friend finally led to its de-
struction. The Hongguang regime at the very beginning, had in-
herited the party disputes of late Ming Dynasty. The first is that
of choosing the emperor. The persons like Ma Shiying and mili-
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taryattaché dominated the regime because of their efforts in help-
ing to putting the emperor in power, which led to the spread up
of corruption in the administration. The wrong measures taken by
Shi Kefa hampered the anti-Qing movement. The Hongguang re-
gime was full of party disputes which weakened the anti-Qing
power in the four militarized zones and led to the rebellion of Zuo
Liangyu. '

The Hongguang regime was set up at a time of crisis, and it
should united and tried their best, but the Hongguang regime was
notorious for its corruption, lustiness, excessiveness and foolish-
ness. The corrupted officials like Ma Shiying and Ruan Dacheng
made the regime into chaos, while decent and upright officials
were either demoted or forced to resign, which made the corrup-
ting force all the more a rampancy. The corruption of the officials
were disastrous to the common people, and at the same time,
weakened the power of the Ming troops. So corruption was the
key to the perdition of short-lived regime, which had left us a
good lesson to learn.
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