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Abstract

“Rules otherwise” , an actual existence in a com-
munity but not agreed upon by the State, can serve to
adjust the relationship between individuals and between
individual and society, as exemplified by curse, swear
and pledge. Curse, swear and pledge are different con-
ceptions ; curse is a type of assumption made by its ac-
tive giver that any other people responsible for any evil,
negligent or false act are to revenged ; swear is a curse
its utterer sets against his own wrongs; while the pledge
we usually use refers to something similar to swear in es-

sence. Besides all these, there is another form of a

pledge a pledge in its pure sense. By a pledge in its
pure sense I mean to denote the contract one signs with
himself. It is pure in every sense of the word and is to
be confirmed by one’ s innermost self and not to be re-

inforced by any force whatsoever, elither of transcend-

ence or imposed from outside. Peculiar to its cultural
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community ,each curse,swear or pledge derives itself from the accumulated ex-
perience of its members from generation to generation. But this does not neces-
sarily mean that all the experiences are testified and consequently they are all
above the test of experience. In spite of their peculiarity to a certain culture,
curse , swear and pledge are also subject to adoption of another culture. Curse,
swear and pledge reveals themselves in different forms and these forms can be
of crucial importance to their contents.

Both good and evil reveal itself in the system of self-consciousness , which
has witnessed two stages of development: one, the good one, as shown in the
pure pledge, and the other, the bad one, as exemplified in curse, swear and
pledge as practiced today.

The rise of law results. from multiplicity of culture,and curse, swear and
pledge’ s failure to coordinate human relations between individuals and between
individual and society. Despite the dominance of law, “rules otherwise” do not
simply disappear but still work in an effective way in the society and the roles
“rules otherwise” plays are irreplaceable by law.

Generally speaking, belief is a system of ultimate values manifested in
man’ s inner determination. It is a special spiritual phenomenon and an ideolo-
gy that are observed and believed in by the members of a society. Belief,as a
spiritual basis for human existence , serves to rid one of troubles in the mind
and helps achieve perfection in one’ s character. It is a necessary means to ad-
just the relationship between an individual and his circumstances. In addition to
belief in its usual sense, there is another type of belief, the belief in its pure
sense, which is characterized by its rational purity and inner determination.
Both religion and curse , swear and pledge possess their rational practicality and
in contrast, the rules we usually observe, possess the element of belief as well

as its rational practicality. In spite of its rational practicality,law, as based on
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the state political philosophy, makes no hint at belief in itself at all.

The Chinese translation for “believed in law” filii xinyling contains such
an erroneous proposition that the meaning of the word “ belief” in the well-
known phrase “belief in law” is the same“ belief” as the“ belief” in such phrases
as“belief in God” or“religious belief”. Whoever believes that Socrates died on
the account of his“falli xinyting” ,in other words, “religious belief in law” ,is
certainly wrong. Belief and authority are two totally different concepts. What is
authoritative can not serve as belief and what is believed can not be regarded as
authoritative. In Chinese understanding, “ filli xinyting” is a speculative conjec-
ture not supported by reasoning since xinydng only refers to a religious belief.
It could never turn into reality in the west nor can it in China. “Belief in law”
(falli xinyling) as understood in the sense of believing in God or a religious be-
lief is an idea which could not possibly be accepted in China and all it could do
are to turn our eyes away from the crisis in our social value and confound our

conception of belief and authority.

Key words : curse ( swear) , pledge ,law, authority , belief in law
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