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My City : Zhengzhou Seen on the Streets

Preface :

By Yingfu

What is “my city™?

It can mean our city. the city that receives most attention, or the most-beloved city.

Everybody has his or her “my city™ every social group has its “my city.” China has as many as hundreds of cities with different origins, appearances.
temperarhents, and ineffable charm and attraction. But most of them are merely stopovers in the journey of your busy life — you spend one night or two,
and then move on, leaving them in fading memory. Some cities are gorgeous. featuring interesting anecdotes, charming looks and graceful details. But
you may only consider them an affair. Some cities boast long history. pleasant environment, attractive landscape and abundant cultural sites. Yet you
may regard them as merely recreational spots. Only a few are like home to you — you think about them, dream about them, which brightens your eyes,
lifts your brows, fills your heart with joy. and even gives your nose a twinge and makes you cry. Needless to say, they are your “my cities.”

How can a city be qualified as “my city?"

Maybe you were born there and your umbilical cord was cut there. Maybe your parents passed away and were buried there. Maybe you spent your
childhood there. your voices and footsteps still lingering in the streets. Maybe you grew up there physically, mentally and emotionally. You had your
first kiss and first love there, which are tenderly preserved in the bottom of your heart. Maybe you got married and started your family there. Maybe you
achieved your success and earned your most prized honor there. Or, maybe you just had your eventless life and grew old there. When you look back, you
find that all the years have gone by like sidewalk tree leaves as seasons change and cycle. and your life has become inseparably attached to the city. Any
one of the above possibilities suffices to make a city your “my city.”

If you are a city-dweller. you have your “my city.” If you live in the rural area, you also have your *my city” — it is the city spatially or
psychologically closest to you, or the city you yearn for most. With the rising tide of urbanization, you and your folks will relocate into the cities and
finally get to your “my city” and start a challenging new life there. If you are a vagrant, you have your “my city” as well — you surely remember which
city has given you inspiration or peak experience.

You cannot be alienated or detached from your “my city.” You are emotionally and physically related to it. This is almost a life-death connection,
a pre-destined, karmic inevitability. Once a city becomes your “my city,” it exerts ever-lasting influence on you. To other people, it has come to be part
of your identity. When its name appears in the media or is mentioned by strangers, you pay special attention, feeling that every piece of compliment or




disapproval concerns you. [ts prosperity and glory is a perennial source of happiness to you, whereas its decline and humiliation unavoidably makes you
upsel.

You are surely in love with your “my city.” It may be a southern town or a northern metropolis. Whether simple and unadorned or resplendent and
exciting, it is so real and so vivid to you with both landmark buildings and dilapidated backstreets. Sometimes, you are critical of its problems with no
forbearance at all. Yet criticism comes out of deep love. When facing visitors, however, you automatically become a host. Intentionally or not, you
beautity it, praise it and promote it until it is accepted and loved. You do not have a bit of material incentive when doing so and you get no reward either
afterwards. When it pertains to your “my city,” you are no news commentator — they are too sharp, too rational and too incisive. Instead, you are more
of a tour guide, using nice language to describe it and present it. You avoid its weaknesses and amplify its strengths with whatever means. When
compiling a photo album of your “my city.” you only shoot pleasant things, following the voice of your loving heart.

Your love of “my city™ stems from the love of yourself!

Between “my country” and “my home™, “my city” is a platform, a conception. a hope, an aftertaste, a complex, a story, a desire, and many more.

Yes. My “my city” is Zhengzhou.

I have been living here for more than 40 years.

1 do not intend to assert that Zhengzhou is an extraordinarily significant and charming city in China. Rather, I want to emphasize that it is an
unavoidable city. To Henanese, Zhengzhou is the provincial capital, wielding comprehensive and profound influence. To non-Henanese, Zhengzhou is
also closely related in a seemingly accidental way. It gives you the false impression of being remote and distant. Yet it affects almost every aspect of your
life. With a little reflection, it is easy to find some examples.

Zhengzhou is unavoidable as long as history is concerned. Chinese as you are, you may be unaware of the fact that the ancestor of the Chinese
nation - the Yellow Emperor was born in Zhengzhou. All Chinese people have their roots in Zhengzhou. Zhengzhou flows in your blood and is passed
down your genes. If you are surnamed Xu, your family name originated from Zhengzhou. If you are surnamed Zheng, Zhengzhou is your ancestral
home. In fact, Zhengzhou is the birthplace of many clans and families. If you study Chinese history or Chinese urban history, you are bound to bump into
Zhengzhou — the legendary Emperor Yu founded the first city-state in Zhengzhou. After overthrowing the Xia Dynasty (2205 -1806 B.C.), the Shang
Dynasty (1766-1050 B.C.) built a grand capital here as well. These facts are among the reasons why historians, archaeologists and experts in ancient
capital study reached the consensus that Zhengzhou should be considered one of the greatest ancient capitals of China (the other seven are Xi'an,
Beijing, Nanjing, Hangzhou, Luoyang. Kaifeng and Anyang). If you study the history of urban planning. you will come across Zhengzhou in the cpening
chapters — as long as 3,600 years ago. Zhengzhou pionecred the model of inner and outer city with reasonable layout. comprehensive facilities and
grand scale. If you read history of architecture, you are bound to see Li Jie, a Zhengzhou native in the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127). whose Li
Mingzhong: Manual on Architecture was believed to contain the first set of national architecture standards. If you study Chinese legal history. you will
see Zichan, also a Zhengzhou native in the Warring States Period (476-206 B.C.), who was not only a prominent politician and diplomat, but also a
vanguard in establishing the rule of law — he formulated the first written law in China. If you read Chinese history of literature. you will see great poets
Du Fu and Bai Juyi. both Zhengzhou natives in the Tang Dynasty (618-907). If you are a calligraphy enthusiast. you must have tried to imitate Zhengzhou
native Zheng Daozhao's handwriting inscribed in Zheng Wengong Stele, which was considered a “Wei Style” classic. If you love playing Chinese chess
and make all kinds of maneuvers on the chessboard, you have to know that the diving line on the board (Chuhe Hanjie) gets its name from the chasm on
the bank of the Yellow River, which is located in Zhengzhou. This chasm used to separate the turfs of Liu Bang and Xiang Yu. Almost one thousand years




later, poet~immortal Li Bai paid his homage here and expressed his sentiments with the famous line “Have you never seen the Yellow River’s waters —
how they surge from heaven to the sea, never turning back?” If you are a marshal arts fan, you must have heard of Shaolin Temple at the foot of the
Songshan Mountain, which is the origin of marshal arts. Also situated in Zhengzhou, Shaolin Temple’s international fame has outshined that of the city.
If you are a Buddhist and incline to goodness, Shaolin Temple means even more to you — it is the birthplace of Zen Buddhism.

When reality is concerned, you cannot get around Zhengzhou either. Being in the heartland of the central plain, Zhengzhou occupies a central place
in the Chinese economy and is a transportation hub connecting the east with the west and the north with the south. If you take a trip to places like
Kaifeng, Luoyang, Nanyang or Anyang, you cannot avoid Zhengzhou — if you take the plane, you will land at Zhengzhou Airport; if you take the bus,
the coach may happen to be *“Yutong” brand, produced in Zhengzhou (Yutong Co. is now the largest coach manufacturer in Asia); if you take the train,
the most conventional way of travel in China, Zhengzhou is even more inescapable. Advantageous railway transportation played an essential role in
Zhengzhou's rise. Later, Zhengzhou surpassed other cities, expanded considerably and became the provincial capital. Furthermore, railway indicates
promising future of the development of modern logistics industry, modem convention and exhibition industry, and modern tourist industry in Zhengzhou!
Two railway arteries, Beijing-Guangzhou and Lanzhou-Lianyungang, have their junction in Zhengzhou, carrying hundreds of thousands of passengers
to the city every day. Even if you have not been to or passed through Zhengzhou, you must have checked baggage or mailed a parcel. In either case, they
may have the opportunity to make a stop at Zhengzhou because Zhengzhou possesses the lar gest railway marshalling yard in Asia, the largest bulk cargo
transit station in China, and the largest postal transit center in terms of processing capacity in China. Tens of thousands of cargo trains from all over the
country are assembled and disposed here, then going on with their journey. Even without being in Zhengzhou in person, your belongings take your heart
there, leaving material and spiritual marks on the city.

Having your spirit wander to ancient times or getting travel-worn may not be necessary — even if you stay at home and live your daily life, you
cannot avoid Zhengzhou either. When you have a minor illness, the medication you take may contain honeysuckle, the best of which is grown in
Zhengzhou. In food therapy, Chinese date is a premium ingredient, and Zhengzhou yields the best dates. Zhengzhou is also famous for its garlic — its
Zhongmu County is a garlic production base and also the birthplace of Pan An, who has the reputation of being the best-looking men in ancient China.
As the saying goes in North China, “The most delicious are dumplings!” If you want to enjoy them without the trouble of making them yourself, you
may buy quick-frozen ones from supermarkets. Then you may encounter Zhengzhou again because the dumplings are most probably made here!
Zhengzhou’s quick-frozen food industry has ascended to the status of occupying two-thirds of the Chinese market. Zhengzhou’ s dumplings and tangyuan
(stuffed dumplings made of glutinous rice flour served in soup) are relished in all provinces, creating the “Zhengzhou flavor” that af fects dinner tables
throughout China, an equivalent of “Zhengzhou price” that affects the world grain futures market!

Yes, Zhengzhou has become an indispensable element of your life. Now that you cannot avoid the city, why not pay a visit yourself? Its natural
landscape and cultural sites as well as material and non-material cultural heritage will definitely bring you brand new visual and acoustic experience and
great taste!

Get to go now!

This article was written in 2004 based on a lecture to Zhengzhou tour guides and
was edited in Zhengdong New District in January 2006.
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