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Preface

Paper was invented in China, and its history has spanned over 1,900 years here. But when and
how did the minority people in the southwest border area of China begin to make paper? Did the
particular geographic location of Yunnan Province, which connects East Asia, South Asia and
South—East Asia, influence local paper-making techniques? Yunnan is a place where multiple
nationalities live and different cultures interact. Did the paper, as a carrier of culture, and the
culture that developed around paper-making in Yunnan have any relation to the history of China and
the Han culture? What are the similarities and differences between paper—making techniques in
Yunnan and in inland China? Did the particular natural conditions and geographic environment of
Yunnan influence the development and spread of paper-making techniques? Finally, by what route
did these paper—-making techniques spread through Yunnan? All these questions encourage us to

explore the traditional culture of paper—-making in Yunnan.
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What then did the valiant Yunnan people do with the hand made paper which was introduced into
Yunnan along with the disastrous war? Thus we bring in another powerful kingdom in history,

: Dali ngdom which had the reputation of being a 'kingdom of famous litera—

iy ture". Buddhlsm prevaxled during the Dali Kingdom period,” and most of the

hand made paper was used to- transcribpe Buddhist Scrlp}ures The de-

mand for high-quality paper forced the paper-making techniques to a

*_ historical apogee of excellence. In 1956, more than_3000 volumes of Bud-

dhist Scriptures were found in a temple in Dali. Two volumes among

. them were completed in 1052 A.D., and were made of the earliest

, paper ever found in Yunnan. The size of the paper in the two

volumes is much larger than the ancient paper made in the Tang

Dynasty. Today we étill cannot fully. understand how paper—mak—

q, ing techniques in the Dali Kingdom became so advanced. The

i - extensive spread of Buddhism -must have promoted and - im-

2] proved the papér—making techniques; Handmade paper in

s ~-Yunnan, which originated from the wér and prospered from
A Buddhism, has had an iIIUstrious history indeed. ‘
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'~ Though paper—makmg methods: in- Yunnan came from outs1de and had a relatively sr’wort history the
unique geographic conditions and the. abundant dlversrty of. mlnonty culture have given thls ancrent
technique a multltude of fofms and levels of innovation even wathrn this limited area. Today in Yun-
nan, you can ‘\witness two_ different systems.of ‘'manual paper—maklng-—the ‘Dipping Method and the
Pourrng Method (both to be discussed later)-still berng used .by various. nationalities, such as the

, Naxi, Dai, Yao, Hani, Yi, Miao and Han groups. Nowhere else in the ‘world would you find so
many different nationalities in such a limited area usrng drssrmllar methods to produce the same
thing, yet without mterferlng with each other. Thls unique srtuatron ‘has lasted for more than 200

‘'years in Yunnan. 3 . AL R
In addition to mtroducrng the methods of paper—makrng by different nati onalrtles in colorful and mag-
ical Yunnan we shall also try to arouse your interest in ‘our tradltlonal mlnorm’ cultures and then take

part in drscuss:ng proteotmg and handing down the traditional culture. In }hrs book,, you can not

only. learn- thé ancient technrques of paper-making, but can also gain an apprecratron for the d|v~§t—‘ ‘

i sified .minority cultures and the beautiful Iandscape of Yunnan 4

Let's start the journey into the mysterious Hand-made Paper: Map of Yunnan!
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Yi People's Banipoo) Paper in Jiudu Village, LufengsCounty™ "’*»3?




