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Olympism is a philosophy of life which seeks to combine In harmony
the qualities of body, will and mind. By blending sport with culture and
education, its alm Is to help create a way of life based on the joy found
in effort, the wvalue of good example and respect for universal
fundamental ethical principles.

As the one hundredth anniversary of the creation of the modern
Olympic Movement and the year 2000 approach, the Olympic Movement and
sport in general are enjoying enormous prestige and play an essential role
in the healthy and peaceful development of human soclety and education.
However, the extraordinary importance of this prestige and social role
create within the Olympic Movement and sport a certain wvulnerability.
That Is why we, their supporters, must protect them against this'danger
by devoting serious study to the ideals and history of this Movement and
by taking a stance with regard to the future of this philosophy of life
and social phenomenon.

The collection of books entitled "The Glory of Olympism" published by
the Sichuan Publishing House will help its readers to get acquainted with
the history and ideals of our Movement and thus spread the Olympic
spirit among millions of people in China.

On behalf of the International Olympic Committee, of which I have the
honour to be President, I congratulate the publishers and authors of
these books on their work and hope the readers will enjoy them.

SAMARANCH
e Samaranch

Lausanne, 18th February 1992
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