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Preface

By Shi Jian

Taihu Lake is also known as Zhenze. In accordance with Kong Shi Shu
Zhuan, "Zhenze means the name of Taihu Lake in South Wu State." Lo-
cated in the hinterland of Changjiang River Delta and between Jiangsu
and Zhejiang provinces, Taihu Lake is one of the top 5 freshwater lakes in
China, with an area of 2,250km2. Originating from Maoshan Mountain
and Tianmu Mountain, Taihu Lake runs to the east and into the sea via
Wujiang River and Huangpu River. With large lake surface, Taihu Lake
is vast and has its water extending to the distance, looking grand, majestic,
beautiful and attractive.

Also known as Liangxi, Wuxi is located in the middle of Changjiang
River Delta. Being adjacent to Taihu Lake in the south, to Changjiang
River in the north, to Shanghai in the east and to Nanjing in the west,
Wuxi boasts a unique advantageous geographic location. It is researched
that ancient people used to live in Wuxi region 6,000 years ago. Itis
recorded in Shi Ji or Historical Records and Gu Jing that, in the late Shang
Dynasty more than 3,200 years ago, Taibo, the eldest son of Shang's Em-
peror Taiwang, settled downed with his second younger brother Zhongyong
and their family members in Meili, Wuxi, after having abdicated the im-
perial throne to his third younger brother Jili as expected by his father,
and then built up the city and established the Wu State so as to develop the
areas in the south of Changjiang River and to promote the culture among

the local people. From then on, Wuxi was taken as the capital of Wu State
for 600 years.

With beautiful landscape, Wuxi boasts a long history, many human at-
tractions and people of outstanding ability, where the resources are rich
and the elites bring glory to it. The local proud culture has created many
elites in the history and such elites include the famous painters from Wuxi.
The painters from Wuxi enjoy an important position and have contributed
alot in the history of Chinese painting. For example, Gu Kaizhi reputed as
"Master of Painting" during the Eastern Jin Dynasty acted as the model
for other painters in the subsequent dynasties, whose masterworks

Luo Shen Fu (The Goddess of the Luo), Lie Nu Ren Zhi Tu (Pictures
about the Wisdom of Famous Women) and Nu Shi Zhen (Instructress to
the Court Ladies) are now famous in the world and have become the icons
of the mature painting art in the Eastern Jin Dynasty and play a very im-
portant role in the history of traditional Chinese painting, whereas his land-
scape painting Xue Ji Wang Wu Lao Feng Tu (Looking at Wulao Peak
after Snow) has been accepted as the origin of Chinese landscape painting.
As one of the top 4 artists in the Yuan Dynasty, Ni Zan painted many
masterworks such as Qiu Ting Jia Shu (Pavilion with Trees in Autumn),
Song Lin Ting Zi Tu (Pavilion amid Pines), Wu Zhu Xiu Shi Tu (Sycamore,
Bamboo and Rock) and others by means of the original method of "turn-




ing strokes plus light-ink strokes", allowing the strokes of his paintings to
be smooth and profound-with a style of simplicity and desolation, the ar-
tistic conception of his paintings are solemn, quiet and desolate. The style
of Ni Zan is of a far-reaching influence and admired by the subsequent
painters. Wang Fu in Ming Dynasty is famous for his outstanding perfor-
mance in the composition of poem, calligraphy and painting, many of
whose masterworks such as Jiang Shan Yu Le Tu (Happy Fishing on River
in Mountains), Ku Mu Zhu Shi Tu (Deadwood, Bamboo and Rock), Qiu
Lin Yin Ju Tu (Retirement in Autumn Forest) and Mo Zhu Tu (Inked
Bamboo) are known in the world now-his inked bamboo painting enjoys
the worldwide reputation. Reputed as "the Top Artist in Ming Dynasty",
Wang Fu had his paintings to have an artistic conception of vastness and
boundlessness and a profound influence on the Wu School of Painting.
Gu Kaizhi, Ni Zan and Wan Fu are listed among the top 10 famous Chi-
nese ancient painters and such case is justified by what they had greatly
contributed in the history of Chinese painting. Additionally, there were
many famous painters from Wuxi in Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties, such
as Shi Zhanran in Yuan Dynasty, Wang Wen, Zou Diguang, Ru Hong, Tan
Zhiyi, An Guangyi in Ming Dynasty, and Zou Yigui as imperial painter in
Emperor Qianlong Period of Qing Dynasty, Hua Guan, Yao Zai, Gu Yingtai,

Qin Yi, Qin Bingwen, Qing Zuyong as the imperial painters in Emperor
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Jiaqing Period of Qing Dynasty.

In modern and contemporary times, there are many artists from Wuxi and
the painting circle in Wuxi has achieved a great number of achievements.
These masters have promoted the Chinese painting art to a new peak in
the history of painting and calligraphy, for example, Wu Guandai, Ding
Baoshu, Xu Beihong, Qian Shoutie, Hu Tinglu, Wang Yunxuan, He
Tianjian, Zhang Guangyu, Zhang Zhengyu, Chen Jiucun, Qian Yinzhi and
other during the period of the Republic of China, and Qian Songyan, Zhu
Jiangiu, Qin Guliu, Gu Kunbo, Tang Yuandao, Wu Rongkang, Wang Rulin,
Zhou Huaimin during the period since the foundation of the People's Re-
public of China, as well as Yang Lingfu and Fang Zhaolin as overseas
paintress. These artists have carried on the history by means of their wis-
dom and artistic talent and their love for painting, and have left over many
valuable artistic treasures and precious spiritual wealth to us, while eulo-
gizing the times, representing the life, praising their hometown. The later
generation will be permanently benefited by all such treasures and wealth
left behind by these artists. Today, we have edited this album to thank-
fully memorize what these artists have done so as to continue and pro-

mote our proud national culture.
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