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FOREWORD 1

This is a fascinating study of economic and social change under
the impact of the rharket economy for the Miao farmers of Taijiang
County in Guizhou, China. The author demonstrates a deep and
sympathetic understanding of local conditions and rural perceptions of
the radical changes which have taken place in the transition from a
planned economy to one based on a significant orientation towards
market forces. The study throws considerable light on China’ s rural
agrarian transformation as a whole, besides providing an in - depth
account and analysis of the economic strategies and livelihood options
pursued by the local farmers of Taijiang.

In Taijiang, a major transition has taken place from the traditional
agro forestry practices of cultivating China Fir trees, towards new
strategies of fruit tree cultivation, but the author does much more than
merely describe this process. Within a framework of political ecology
which encompasses a resource access analysis together with a
discourse-based analysis of needs and aspirations and decision-making
models, we learn how a variety of completely different strategies have
been adopted at the local level towards fruit tree cultivation and more
traditional forms of agroforestry. Careful diagrams and tables, based
on statistical surveys as well as Mr. Yang’s considerable local and
historical knowledge, illustrate the mechanics of this process of land
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distribution and the complex and difficult decisions relating to it. At
the same time the views of Miao farmers themselves are expounded
through individual case studies and frank personal interviews which tell
us a great deal about how local villagers really feel about things.

This is an expert and professional study, which also introduces us
to the topic of Miao culture and its traditional care for and
understanding of the forest. The account of unequal forms of land
distribution, the importance of property rights in trees, the competition
and sometimes conflicts which have developed over this, and the range
of new income earning opportunities including the opening of
restaurants and male out migration to urban centres (resulting in what
Yang calls a *feminizaton of agriculture’) is fascinating. In the
process of agrarian transformation far reaching changes have been
introduced into gender relations and also in the relations between the
senior and younger generations. The author pays full attention to these
issues of gender and unequal access, and examines the social creation
of new ‘needs’ resulting in new local exigencies which feed into the
adoption of particular livelihood strategies.

Sharecropping, hiring of labour and renting out arrangements
have resulted in the deepening complexity of local social life and an
overall lessening of the proportion of household income derived from
forest related activities. The author examines a subsistence model, a
petty commodity model, and a commercial model of tree cultivation in
five different villages and shows how diversification of land use has
occurred, paying detailed attention to the processes of decision-making
and choices under which these options are employed. The data on the
variety of different types of access to agroforestry resources is
particularly valuable; so too is the account of the variety of contractual
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arrangements and of the relationship, in different contexts, between
state enterprises, private companies and household units.

For the Miao, a huge change has taken place from a clan-based
social structure towards a more individualist, household-oriented one,
and the author charts a familiar process of the loss of Miao language
and traditional indigenous knowledge as part of what is, after all, a
much more general process of modernization for the Miao as for the
majority of China’ s farmers. This study throws considerable light on
how villages actually work, for example with villagers still expecting
some organisational inputs from cadres who are now themselves
struggling to make a living for themselves and may have little time to
spare for village affairs.

The work will be valuable not only for theoreticians, as it
provides an excellent example of an interpretive approach towards
farming systems research, but also for development planners and
policy makers in that it shows so clearly the very diversity of economic
alternatives and social forms at the level of the village community.
Very different perceptions, very different solutions to common
problems, from very different types of households in very different
social and economic situations are highlighted here, in a study which
nevertheless illuminates the apparently inevitable overall movement
towards a wholly commercialised economy.

Moreover, the study is not completely confined to the villages or
the county, but reaches out to give us some idea of life in Guangdong
for the young workers now no longer available for formwork, and the
networks of trading contacts which are now necessary to supplement
the traditional means of kinship connections through °pal families’
( hehouren) which a farmer who opens a restaurant for bus drivers near
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the main road may utilise for the speedy sales of his pears in the city,
for example, so that we have an idea of how the village is linked to a
much broader economy. Overall this major work shows that an
appreciation of economic rationality must be combined with an
understanding of the social, historical and cultural context in rural
sociology ; it provides an exemplary model of a study which takes into
account local priorities and knowledge and agency as much as it does
state and market forces, and it forms an important argument for the
need for a deeper consideration of rural perceptions and the complexity
of local social organisation at the village level when planning

developmental interventions and rural assistance programmes.

Professor Nicholas Tapp
Department of Anthropology
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies
The Australian National University
Canberra, ACT 0200 Australia
16 JUNE 2006
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FOREWORD 11

The book is a thesis that Mr. Yang Congming studied for his
Master’s degree in sustainable development at Chiang Mai University,
Thailand.

It was identified as a excellent thesis by the graduate school of
Chiang Mai University in 2003 for oversea students, where it impressed
the University, as well as international scholars of social development
widely. It presents rural development and change in China while local
areas implemented the Household Contract Responsibility System and
market introduction arfer 1979. The author looked at the farmer’s
behavior and responses to change both from productive systens and
cultural systenm,which is always special challenge in social research.

This a valuable book for international society and understandably
for China, especially the realisations of rural change in China. As his
advisor, I realised Mr. Yang to be a good student on social science
research,and his workings made me also recognize the diligence and
exception of Chinese students. Recently, Mr. Yang informed me he
would interpret and publish the book and so I am very happy to be
writing the preface paper.

In fact, I am not an expert about development in China; even
though I have had the opportunity to read some papers while 1 studied
in the Stanford University twenty years ago;such as by Professor Fei
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Hsiao-Tung. But [ still had few ideas about Chinese social change after
1979,s0 that I always used a conventional perspective to glance at
China’s development in line with most concepts maintained in the
1980s. It meant that I often use the ideas that were gained from the
commune and collective periods to study the country’s development.

I have been to Beijing and Shanghai in the summer 1983, and
have had the chance gone to Yang’s research site in the Dade
community of Taijiang County, Guizhou Province in 2001, during
cooperating with him. However, my receptions and perceptions were
very different during the two trips. For as Yang mentioned in his
thesis, China has been the target and product of dramatic change after
introducing market economy as a social structure change.

Rationalization and individualization are necessities of market
economy development. Despite my not being an economics scholar, I
am sure that if we look at the way many countries have developed
around the World, that a market economy will be change human
behavior as a rational process. China is a country of recent economic
development of markets, so articles that present human behavior
change , especially action changes in farmers after market introductions
are considerably lacking. Mr. Yang’s study, a case study in Dade
community of Taijiang County, presents a form which from production
and culture aspects reflects farmers’ behavioral changes after
introduction of the market economy.

The study identifies this through extensive data arising from
fieldwork , and applies the methods both positively and comparative
research as a very interesting topic. From the case study in Dade
community we can see the rarming practices changed hugely after
adopting the Household Contract Responsibility Systen, include land
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use patterns, labor arrangement, and social values. The study applied
several concepts, such as resource access,land use decision-making,
and needs discourse, to investigate how and what farmers’ behavior
adapted as they responded to the market economy. The study also
applied the theory of interpretation to identify why the farmers’ actions
change through surveying change in local social meanings, as a
discursive practice.

Thus, the study put the three systems together, including
productive system, discursive system,and decision-making, in order to
understand transformation of local actions. It is not easy to use three
tools to study farming systems in social research, thus it is one reason
that the thesis was regarded as excellent in Chiang Mai University. In
addition , this report presents farming system change in a Miao, ethnic
community ,so it introduces some knowledge about traditional culture
and social structure in a Miao community. Thus, this book is not only of
value to scholars of China and of social studies,but also is a relevant
book for development workers among ethnic minorities. As thesis for a
Master of Arts, it goes well beyond the theoretical aspect. We all
welcome readers’ comments in order to let us better understand the
systems and behaviour discussed about a unique of China’s

contemporary tural development.

Dr. Chayan Vaddhanaphuti
Regional Center for Social Science and Sustainable

Development in Chiang Mai University. Thailand
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