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Journalism

Journalism is the collection and periodical publishing of news. It
includes writing for, editing, and managing such media as the news-
paper and the periodical. In other words, it means gathering, evalua-
ting, and disseminating facts of current interest.

Journalism includes the writing and editing of newspapers and
periodicals. Although this is the basic definition, various tasks and
processes intimately connected with the production of serial publica-
tions are commonly classified as journalistic. Thus the gathering and
transmission of news, business management of journals, and adver-
tising in all its phases are often thought of as coming within the field
of journalism. And following the advent of radio and television, there
was a trend toward including all communication dealing with current
affairs in the term of journalism.

Development of journalism in the West

The first newspapers in the American colonies consisted of for-
eign news reports, because home news was prohibited. The first
English news-sheet was published in 1622, By the early 18th century,
however, journalism was largely political in nature, It was during
this period that the great English journalists flourished, among them
Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Swift, Joseph Addison, and Sir Richard
Steele. Reviews were unsigned, partly to ensure greater freedom to
express opinion. Also at this time the long struggle for freedom of
the press began.

Journalism in the 19th century was affected by the industrial rev-

olution and spread of public education. In the United States, Joseph
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Pulitzer, Edward Wyllis Scripps, and William Randolph Hearst es-
tablished newspapers appealing to the growing populations of the big
cities. Wire services, such as Reuters, exploited the invention of the
telegraph,and facilitated rapid gathering and dissemination of world
news. In Britain, Alfred Harmsworth, later Lord Northcliffe, found-
ed the Daily Mail in 1896 and within three years built its circulation
to over half a million; he then launched the Daily Mirror as the first
tabloid newspaper in 1903. At the same time, new popular magazines
were made possible by new technology and the emergence of national
brands of consumer goods that required national media in which to ad-
vertise,

Radio stations in the United States started to report current e-
vents in the 1920s, and by World War II had amassed a huge au-
dience. In Britain BBC, founded in 1922, became responsible for the
control of radio and television frequencies. Television became com-
mercially viable in the 1950s. The Cable News Network, operating in
a news-only format 24 hours a day, reached about 54 million house-
holds in the United States by 1990, and its broadcasts were relayed
by satellite to more than 80 other countries.

From the 19th century, newspapers and magazines began to cam-
paign for social and political reforms. Crusading journalists, the so-
called muckrakers, named because of their manner of exposing cor-
ruption in the decade 1902~1912, were a powerful force.

In the 1960s, reporters covering the Vietnam War were instru-
mental in turning public opinion against the war. In 1972 and 1973,
the press exposed links between the administration of US President
Nixon and a burglary of the Democratic Party national headquarters
(known as the Watergate scandal). However, press attacks on gov-
ernment and on various social conditions persuaded some people that

investigative journalists had pressed their watchdog role too far,
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What Is News?

Two people are injured in a car wreck, Now that’s news. Or is it?
Some places, yes. Other places, no. The definition of news is elusive.
It can be: “Man bites dog.” “Something you have heard before.”
“Happy or sad. ”“Disturbing or entertaining. ” or “What editors and
reporters say it is. ”

Whatever it is, news is an extremely complex term, and it is dif-
ferent things to different people. It is information, and today’s media
are in the information business.

What’s news today might not be news tomorrow., What’s news
in one geographic area is not necessarily news in another. News of
unemployment in the steel industry will be on the front page in Pitts-
burgh but might not even make the paper in Great Bend, Kan. Con-
versely, a 15-cent increase in wheat prices will get front-page treat-
ment in Great Bend but might not rate a mention in Pittsburgh. In a

small town served by a community newspaper, a car accident with
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two injuries may be the biggest news of the day. At a large metropol-
itan newspaper, such an occurrence may not be reported unless the
accident involves well-known people. In the big cities, it would take a
major accident with fatalities to make the news.

One important thing about news is that it is always changing. In
a speech to the Organization of News Ombudsmen in 1998, Sandra
Mires Rowe, editor of The Oregonian in Portland, said: “Part of
what is going on is that other media (besides newspapers) are recas-
ting the definitions of news. The newest news dispenser, the runa-
way Internet, makes a journalist out of anybody who has a modem. It
values speed and sensationalism above accuracy. New media will not
adopt the highest standards. ”

Later in her speech, Rowe added: “The high road is there if
newspapers will take it. If newspaper journalism and journalists long
for greater respect, then newspaper editors must supply the discipline
to play down-not play up-the trivial, the perverse, the bizarre. ”

What Is News Treatment?

People have always been hungry for news. Colonial Americans
hurried to meet arriving ships, to pick up letters and newspapers
from Europe. The first attempt to publish a colonial newspaper was
on Sept. 25, 1690, when Benjamin Harris of Boston issued Public
Occurrences Both Foreign and Domestic. His unauthorized paper was
shut down by Massachusetts Bay officials after the first issue — and
the next newspaper in the colonies was not printed until 1704 — but
Public Occurrences began a wave of American newspapers that over
the last three centuries has brought readers news of diverse happen-
ings.

In Public Occurrences Harris said that he would furnish his read-

ers “with an account of such considerable things as have arrived unto

our notice”.
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Hard News and Soft News

In today’s media-conscious world, news comes from many print,
electronic and broadcast fronts. Sometimes news is bad; sometimes it
is good. It can be hard; it can be soft,

Hard news events, such as killings, city council meetings and
speeches by leading government officials, are timely and are reported
almost automatically by the media.

Soft news events, such as a lunch to honor a retiring school cus-
todian or a car wash by fourth-graders to raise money for a classmate
with cancer, are not usually considered immediately important or
timely to a wide audience. These events still contain elements of
news, however, and the media often report them.

Most media strive to present a mix of hard and soft stories. Peo-
ple today lead busy lives, and they are bombarded with print and elec-
tronic information 24 hours a day. They want to know what is hap-
pening in Russia and China, on Capitol Hill, in their state legislature
and down the street. They also want to know what movies are the
most popular, what celebrity marriage is on the rocks, the best way
to keep roses healthy and what to do this weekend.

Civic Journalism

Journalists often define news by connecting with residents in
their communities. They refer to these connections and the resulting
stories as civic journalism.

The Pew Center for Civic Journalism says that at its heart civic
journalism “is a belief that journalism has an obligation to public life
—— an obligation that goes beyond just telling the news or unloading
lots of facts. The way we do our journalism affects the way public life
goes. Journalism can help empower a community or it can help dis-
able it”,

Each year, the Pew Center honors excellence in civic journalism
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through the James K. Batten Award, named for the late chairman
and chief executive of Knight — Ridder Inc. In 1989, Batten said in
a speech at the University of California — Riverside, “I think we
need to cultivate a journalistic ethic that celebrates the magic of writ-
ers and editors and photographers and artists who are blessed with
the gift of connecting — not just wafting self — indulgent messages
out of the newsroom’s door. ” His speech outlines much of the philos-
ophy of what has come to be known as civic journalism.

In 2001, for example, the Batten Award went to The Herald
Dispatch in Huntington, W. Va., and West Virginia Public Broad-
casting for their coverage of the state’s future without coal. In an-
nouncing the award, the Pew Center said the coverage “built multiple
entry points and had a strong online component that fostered wide
community development. It also demonstrated the potential of mov-
ing beyond simple publication towards application of the journalism”,

The Gate-keeping Process

Selection of news for print or broadcast is subjective. It is based
on a journalist’s feelings, thoughts and experiences. Communication
researchers refer to people who make news decisions as gatekeepers.
These editors, news directors and reporters can open the gate to let
news flow; they can close the gate to keep mews from oozing out.
Sources can also be considered gatekeepers. If they refuse to supply
information, possibly there will be no story.

One person seldom has complete control over all the gates in the
process of disseminating news. For example, the managing editor of a
newspaper reads a story in a national news magazine about contem-
plated congressional action to cut benefits to military veterans, While
mulling the possibility of developing a local angle, the managing edi-
tor notices that The Associated Press has just moved a similar nation-

al story. Seeing the AP story reinforces the editor’s belief that it
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should be further developed by a reporter.

The managing editor then talks to the city editor about assigning
the story to a reporter. The managing editor suggests that the report-
er. interview some local veterans for their reactions to the contempla-
ted cutbacks. The city editor, however, has just seen a local televi-
sion interview and says the interview was not enlightening. The city
editor suggests that, rather than putting together a quick local story
based on off-the-cuff emotional reactions, a reporter first conduct
some interviews with state congressional representatives and review
the specific proposals. Then, the reporter could get reactions from
local residents. The story would have to be held a day or so, but the
managing editor agrees that a stronger article would be worth the de-
lay. The city editor assigns the story to a reporter who has been out
of college for only two years and has had no contact with the military.

The gate-keeping process continues; The reporter must decide
whom to interview and what to ask, which answers to include in the
story, which element to play up in the lead and which sources are the
most knowledgeable and quotable.

The reporter writes the story and turns it in to an assistant city
editor for review. The assistant city editor thinks that more emphasis
should be placed on comments made by a veteran’s widow who was
interviewed. The reporter obliges.

The news editor determines that the story should run 20 inches
and be given a four-column headline. It is to be a front-page story.

A copy editor reads the story and removes some of the material
the assistant city editor asked the reporter to add. The reporter rants
and raves about the cut.

An assistant managing editor is called in to resolve the dispute.
A compromise is reached; the widow’s comments are left in the

story, but because the article must still be cut, a comment from an
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American Legion member who says that a local congressman is anti-
military is deleted. The assistant managing editor says that the pub-
lisher is a good friend of the congressman, but that this is not a factor
in the decision to delete the remark.

Thirty minutes before deadline, a reporter calls the city desk to
say that the super-intendent of schools has just been fired by the
board of education. This story will run 20 inches. The news editor
decides to take the story on veterans off the front page and move it to
an inside news section. The managing editor intervenes, saying that
it should remain on the front page, where readership is highest. The
managing editor then orders an international story to be shifted from
the front page to an inside page.

This scenario could be extended, but the point is clear: There is
no scientific formula for deciding what news is and where it should be
placed in a newspaper. At several junctures in the process of gather-
ing and writing news, decisions to include or exclude information are
made. Reporters and editors, consciously or unconsciously, often
rely on time-honored news elements to help them make these deci-
sions.

What makes news?

Criteria for Newsworthiness

For decades, textbooks on reporting have discussed the classic
elements of news. Criteria most often considered as determining
newsworthiness include these:

Timeliness. Is it a recent development, or is it old news?

Proximity. Is the story relevant to local readers?

Conflict. Is the issue developing, has it been resolved or does
anybody care? .

Eminence and Prominence. Are noteworthy people involved? If

so, that makes the story more important.
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Consequence and Impact. What effect will the story have on
readers?

Human Interest. Even though it might not be an earth-shatter-
ing event, does it contain unique, interesting elements?

Some examples will illustrate these classic criteria.

Timeliness

Freshness strengthens a news story. For example, when a storm
hits, readers immediately need to know its effects. The first two para-
graphs from an article in The Evansville? Press illustrate the timely
nature of such a story:

Tri-State roads called “hazardous at best” by the National
Weather Service won’t improve until at least tomorrow when sunny
skies, temperatures near freezing and drying winds should help road
clearing work. Police throughout the Tri-State urged residents to stay
home as drifting snow closed roads throughout the Evansville area.
Some could remain closed for days, weather officials said.

When the Kansas Board of Education decided on math require-
ments for schoolchildren, The Kansas City Star reported the story
while it was still timely.

It began:
TOPEKA — The Kansas Board of Education reached a compro-

mise Tuesday on math requirements for kindergarten through 12th
grade. After several hours of discussion, the board agreed to send a
list of suggestions to the advisory committee that wrote the stand-
ards. Once the committee makes the revisions, the board will consid-
er adopting the requirements.

Breaking news stories such as the two above command space at
most newspapers. They are timely, and readers want to know what is

happening now.
Of course, readers who want the most timely stories can go on-



