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SURVEY

Lion Grove, a classical private garden, is situated in the northeast of Suzhou city, comprising
of ancestral shrine, living compounds, familial private school, charity villa and back garden.

Covering an area of 1.1 hectare, within which 0.88 is open to the public, the Lion grove
garden is compact and elegant. Ancestral temple, living houses are all in the eastern of the garden,
while back yard is in the west, and familial private school, charity villa are in the south of the back
yard.

All kinds of Tai Lake stones stand towering in the east of the garden, with a limpid stream
wandering through from west side. Beside the rockeries are exquisite long corridor, different
pavilions, terraces, buildings, and attics dotting among them.

History of the Lion Grove Garden could trace back to more than 660 years ago. In Yuan
dynasty, opprentices of the famous Buddhist monk, Tianru, raised funds to build the houses and
garden for their master. In honor of Tianru's master Zhongfeng, who practiced Buddhism in Lion
CIiff at the Tian-Du Mountain in Zhejiang Province, they named this garden Lion Grove. It is not
only outstanding for various classical architectures, pavilions, terraces, buildings, attics, halls,
chambers, corridors and so on, but also marked for the rockeries, so Lion Grove Garden enjoys the
fame of “kingdom of rocks” . One would wonder whether he is in the city or in the mountain
when visiting, this is real feeling about this beautiful garden.

In historical recording, on February 11th in 1703, Qing dynasty, Emperor Kangxi visited the
Lion Grove Garden and vouchsafed here “LionGrove Temple” . After that, Qianlong emperor
visited here six times, and vouchsafed “True Delight” tablet to here, which is in the handwriting
of Qianlong Emperor himself. What's more, Qianlong emperor built two gardens in Beijing
Yuanming Garden and Summer Resort in Chengde, which are modeled on the Suzhou Lion Grove
Garden. This story is well known in China gardening history. In 1918, a rich merchant Beirenyuan
bought this garden and rebuilt it, adding some sights in it, such as Hall of Swallow's Blessing and
Nine Lion Peak, pond, also planting many plants.

After liberation, offsprings of Clan-Bei denoted this garden to government. After repairing
and maintaining, it opened to public in 1954. In November of 2000, the UNESCO listed Lion
Grove Garden in the World Culture Heritage.
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Locked in mist, Lion Grove Garden
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Spring waters of Lion Grove Garden
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Auspicious Snow of Lion Grove Garden
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Sinuous bridge over green water ( 1)
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Sinuous bridge
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Kingdom of Rocks




