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Li Fengtian And His Sketch
Pictures
Hua Junwu

I had passed through Hebel Provines
by traim several thmes befors but never had
the chance to have & stop. Its afier the
“Cultrral Recoluton™ (1966 — 1976) that
the chance came and 1 had & stay ai Shi 4-
azhuang. capial city of the provinee.
Then, I began 10 mow Li Fengian who
works in the city for Hebei Ribao, the
Hebed Dally. We never had a good chat
bacaust our mesting b always too short
for that.

As Thad the experience of working
for the Noctheast Duily and the people’ s
Daily, Tcoutd say that Li and Iare of the
ame oocupation [t b for this reeson that 1-
legan to motiis him if fonnd out gradually
that i is am active person. rather like the
activist Mis in China in the 80's. Litaa
male and better called public Relations
Mister. He fo nctive not only in the Fine art
clreles inothersHahaskriends, sslotadrved,
upiromiheleadersinbut the provinclal gov-
emment and the party Commities down to
the rallway workers and the automobelle
drivers. This, Ithink, b a quiie sujtable dis-
posltion for & Journalist,

Lt became sn artist by study on his
own. He recelved only middle school edu-
cation before working us an art editor for a
newspaper. We Chiness used to sddress
those who fought against tha Japanese in-
vaders for ¢ightysars in the War of Reals-
tance Against Japan “Old Cadres “or “OM
Eighth Route Armymen™. Ll has worked
tor & newspaper for aver thirty years and
he i3 well warth the Hile "An ol Journal-
fst *. 1 didn’ t work that long for newspa-
pers. but I know only too well the hard-
ships an ert veditor ke him suffers . Year

by year and day alter dgy ., he has to go
out for artistic materialy from authors [or
the paper and hat to supply It with whetit
needs, Including masthead, tilile design,
wriistic calligraphy, map, illustration, pic-
ture and so on.

L1 ia also good at taking phatographs.
He can seize the right oppartunity to shoot
s personwhen he or she I In & natural
manner. Ss, the pietl.in taken by him is not
dull — jocking. :

On all these, 11 is better than I. Be-
sides, he has dravm a good number of
sketch phetures (aver 1. 000 pleces, he told
me ) and this Selection containg the best of
them. Li' s works are quite close to the re-
allty of life, and 30 have sstrong flavour of
lfe. He was born and beought up In »
amall mounisin vilinge among the Tajhang
mountaint in Pingding County, Shanxi
Province. Hly work for the Hebei Duily
neads him to gather wrtistic materinls from
all parts of the province. such as from the
mountainous area in the weat, the plain
arem in the south and ast. and the
plateavarea In the north.

In the past few Years and for various
rogaons, some people neglected the contact
between arts and life, and some even de-
splee the statemeni that lite Is the source of
Hteeary and art creation, But Li stil] bases
his cremtion vpon the land of life and peo-
ple. Thereforethe publication of his skeich
selection is , adlsee, of great significance.

L1’ sketch pletures, drawn in smooth
and vigorous lnes, wré besutiful! and u-
nique n atyle. As Isnever draw sketch pic-
tures §t Is funny really to ask a people like
me to make comments onthem, Itis unwise
for me 10 say much, So, I' I leave it to the
resders to aavour the pictures for them-
selveg,

Janvary 1990
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