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Preface
M.

Having taught IELTS preparation courses in China for four years, I have be-
come familiar with the main problems students face when getting ready to take the
test. This book aims to help students deal with these problems. The first three chap-
ters of the book give an overview of the speaking test and its requirements in terms
of the use of grammar and various parts of speech. The next three chapters provide
sample topics and questions for active practice. Chapter seven provides some sample
interviews.

One thing that students often say to me is that they do not know what to talk
about. This is mainly a result of the education system in China, which does not
encourage (and usually discourages!) students trom thinking for themselves. So, the
first aim of this book is to give students things to talk about. Each topic, for each part
of the test, includes questions followed by vocabulary, phrases, and examples which
can be used as a basis for answers. Remember, the vocabulary, phrases, and ex-
amples in this book should not be the only ones used — students should supplement
them with others that they have learnt during their English studies.

Another problem that my students have had is that they are unaware of the type
of questions and topics that appear in each part of the speaking test. This is often a
result of false and misleading information being spread about the test on the Internet
and by disreputable schools that ‘teach’ IELTS courses. The topics and questions I
have included in each part of this book are appropriate to the section they are in-
cluded in.

The other problem this book deals with is the need for students to have a clear
study plan. The book contains outlines for I-month, 2-month, and 3-month plans for
students and teachers to use. The real problem here is with students. It is clear to me
that students usually leave things until the last minute. Unless you use your English
every day to do a variety of tasks. you can’t improve your English by much in less
than three months. UCLES, which developed the IELTS test, says that it takes 3
months of study, in an English-speaking environment, to improve by one band score.
At the risk of offending people, I find it incredible that Chinese students attach so
much importance to English and studying abroad, yet devote so little time to actually
preparing for IELTS in an intelligent manner.

Students find it so easy to blame others or complain about their difficult situa-
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tion when they have problems preparing for the IELTS test. Students love to get online after
their tests and complain about the cruel examiners. They need to remember that ultimarely the
responsibility lies with the student. Get out and meet people and start using your English rather
than blaming everyone and everything else for your inability to do well. If you don’t want, or
don’t like, to go out and use your English, then it is clear that you need to rethink your plans to
go to live and study abroad.

Acknowledgements

My students have had more to do with this than they may realise. I'd just like to mention a
few of the memorable ones from the last course I taught. Thanks to Aaron for proving that
practise works. Thanks to Lili for always being ready to argue. Thanks to Woods for working
hard and in the right way. Thanks to Richard for being so intelligent, yet so modest. Good luck
in Britain!

I"d also like to thank John at New Channel for making the publishing of this book possible,
Jared, Steve, and Simon for their support here in Beijing, and my father for his close support,
even though he’s several thousand miles away.

Any opinions expressed in this book are my own and you are welcome to take me on in a debate
if you disagree with them!

Good luck to all the students who truly wish to learn English and help promote international

relations through educational and cultural exchange!

Mark Griffiths
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Il introduction for Teachers R #IfifYi%
(Students should read this, too!) (}%/]- {1/ 44514 )

As a teacher myself, I was eager to produce a book which would be ‘teacher-friendly’. When
teaching English classes, not only those specifically oriented towards IELTS, I have found the
two main problems are motivating students to practice and getting students to actively use new
vocabulary and structures.

TEA%N, RAaTEH-AETHFRE LHY . AOGRAEST IR RS,
ERFEHAMIRIER T, BRI THAFERE : AMEESEFFAIRSS, mEEELL
ftb (T TR b 2 s RN RIS TR A5 44

This book clearly stresses practice. The simple tact is that in whatever field you care to name,
a person’s ability needs practice to develop. The topics and questions in this book are NOT
taken from the IELTS test. They simply represent the kind of topics people all over the world
talk about and the kind of questions people ask when discussing those topics.
AR, REIRE S, AELEH 2808, AR DI R a4, 4
R FILE A R R B R LUE, i R S TR W IR RIERT,  DARHRX
BETE R AR ) '

In this book, I have provided vocabulary for each topic for each part of the test. Most of the
vocabulary will not actually be new to most students, yet very few students will be actually
capable of actively using the words in conversation or in response lo questions. The purpose of
this book is to change that. Do not be satisfied with basic answers to questions! You will not
help your students by accepting short, general statements. Once you have introduced the topic
and checked that your students know the vocabulary presented in these pages, there is no
reason why they shouldn’t be able to produce developed answers. The students don’t need to
use every new word they meet.

Brifi A DR EY BB —IHERAIRIL, MRSk, R Sibs EHAE
A 3R], ABR DA S AR HE R & (AR e HIE MBI Rz . AR ERIBE T3
AXFRIL, AN, AERBE FHERERES, USBAEAEE N RGN
BZMITRAT 2508, —BURSIATERE, HEFIMAIRCER, 2T —EieRE
BEBAR. ToiFs, RENFELLT LA HRETAIRLT,

Some basic English structures are presented in chapter 3 of the book. Remember that this is not
a grammar book and that the grammar and structures contained in chapter 3 are really designed
to serve as a reminder for students. Students who cannot manage the structures to a reasonable

standard simply shouldn’t be in the class!
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SRR B R — R RAE 2], AR EFE AR R X SER A EAE A S
ﬂﬂ%%ié‘l JIIBE.

When using this book, teachers and students should really work through the whole of chapter
2 to begin with. Deal comprehensively with the test format and criteria. Chapter 2 (hopefully!)
contains the answers to any questions students may have. The pages devoted to grammar and
structures are designed to ensure that students know what level of English is expected of them
in the test. As I mentioned above, students who struggle with these pages shouldn’t be in the
class.

AP, BRI R LA 2 B G, A AR R IABGAE b &
S 2 RS RSB FIM A A, 1B S A B LS AR D
FRERIE AT, ER L SCHREIN, 3XEIEL S A AR AR T A G A 2 e
SEBE,

The three sections containing practice questions can be done in a more flexible manner. I would

suggest three possible approaches, which can be combined to a certain extent.

1. Elicit suggestions from students regarding topics they would like to focus on. Suggest
that they select topics they feel less confident about.

2. Work through the topics in the order in which they are presented. Some of the topics
use similar vocabulary which means that it can be reinforced as new topics an

3. Select topics which are related in some way, s such as the part 2 guemqns
abaut one of your parents” and “Tell me “about one of yom' friends”. . The vocab
these two topws has the same basns (appearance, cﬂifaﬂer; _ i :

IR =AW B S A %18, BeArt T UARTEAL . ﬁ%bﬂ"Tﬁj}{i bﬂ]&~
R EATLHR A,
1. Lk A AR TSRV IR, DFBUA IR . TR R
2 R B AEEIR AT IHE . AR R IR ARAREL, B RTIR R
B, xeeiRliC st —oRif.
3. PEERESEE ST AIER, Heans B RIORA TR “BRRIRIISCRE A
“YRIRORAIA o %LWiAlﬁ@ﬁaéB’Jﬂ(EE$LE$EHE’J (Bt S ohaR. H
. BRI .

Encourage students to be imaginative and thoughtful. Certain topics and questions (e.g. “Tell
me about your ideal home.”) truly give students the scope for original, highly individual answers.
These topics and questions often work well when given as homework, because students will

need to check new words which might take up valuable class time.

S A G RIE R , SEEAE (4, BURIREAR) ARG T 1
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ey, S EAMERZRE], IR RS E A B S 2, IR Rk LA TR e,
HAFENTTHERTFEREFFEHIAMNE XL, R AEMABIESnGE, St 8EsH
AV IR s ]

Students should be encouraged to ask each other ‘follow up’ questions (questions arising from
answers given to previous questions), as this may well happen in the IELTS test — and will
certainly happen in seminars, tutorials, and everyday conversation abroad.

RSl A AR EAR ] AR (fETE R (A R SR AT A R R, —3Rdn—30) . feB ik
HAEF A, YRXAE E IR 2 /NBEDREN O IE LR AN

Students should also be encouraged to use compensation strategies when necessary. Many
IELTS books already have several pages of these, which is overdoing things. A few simple
phrases like * Sorry, I didn’t express myself very well!”, “Could you repeat that, please?”, and

“Could you rephrase that, please?” are quite sufficient. “Uh?” makes the student sound like a

caveman, not a university student!

WIS, £ RE, BERACRBGME . VP2 BB ERH LA R
B, i AR 28, JURIEMERE LA T, o A, REREERE” HHE
HRAGe TR CIE MR R T R AR T T S NERHEER AR T
WA R AR |

uder

The 3-month Plan—Prepare at ease! 3 PH it — M EHF

As I mentioned in the introduction, I strongly recommend that students allow themselves ad-
equate time to prepare for the IELTS test. This means three months.

The first three chapters of the book should take eight days to cover. The rest of the first month
should be spent on the part one topics (of which there are 42). If you cover two topics a day,
that will take three weeks. The second month should be spent on the part two topics (of which
there are 68). At the rate of three a day, that will take 23 days — a little under a month. The third
month should be spent on the part three topics (of which there are 38). At the rate of one a day,
that will take just over a month to complete. Each day will involve 2-3 hours of intense work —
enough to push you, but not drive you crazy!

Total davs: 8 + 21 + 23 + 38 = 90.

AR AERT S IR S, Fel R A 1 B O R R A A . X



E34H. ;

55 VA AH, A8 RIRSEABIIAT3 5, HAGRHHE T MRS — M Bigmnilge (4
RATEER) . BREIT2A, 2MCETTE I MM, 924 ATHE W B SRl
(3t 68 4%) . ARLVER 3 HIBERE, WIHE23 RNAHER (AEI1AH). F34 At
PEZHEATH = AP BRI T (J38 ), R IAIE, BEIAZA (8l T). B
XA, RTEEBREIRE2] 24 -3 /0N, | AE, (EAE TFCIIEL,
SERE: 8+21423+38=90

The 2-month Plan—Prepare in a rush! 2 1 Fit 8| — HLEF

A two-month study plan would mean either missing some topics out completely or doing more
topics each day. Both of these options involve risks. With the first solution, you risk starting to
guess which topics might be in the test. With the second option, you risk overloading yourself.
With the first solution (reducing the number of topics you cover), the plan depends on you. If
you go for the second option, you could try eight days for the first three chapters, then do three
part one topics per day for the next two weeks. Then do four part two topics each day for the
next 17 days. Finally, do two part three topics each day. Each day will involve 4-5 hours of
solid work — you will need to be very disciplined!

Total days: 8 + 14 + 17 + 19 = 58.

FAE 2N HNERA BRISIRIIZGNE, R8E 2 etk —ifd, Rt ES
I, X 2 PR a A JERRG . 55 1 FPSGE: A RS A5 T S M P rb T E LR LE
T, MTilg e, s 2 R Rk i R DIZR &

MRS —Fiilik, PRasig e —LEihi, 2T Al it TIR T anfeR S 2 Fpfdis,
BRI E F 8 KIsHIsE A5 il 3 55, 43 TRAY 2 SN B RZR > 345 —Br BV iERL.
ZJE 17 K AT I BRSNS, R4, RIREHRE = BRIEE, BR214,
SERGE AT RITF BB REL 2] 440 -5 A/, S8 A O

R 8+14+17+19=58

The 1-month Plan—Prepare like a madman! 1 1F it 8 — BHEE*

A one-month study plan would mean either missing a lot of topics out completely or doing
several topics each day. I can really only recommend this if your English is already pretty good.
With the first solution, you risk starting to guess which topics might be in the test, just like with
the two-month plan. With the second option, you risk overloading yourself unless your English
is already solid.

With the second option, you could try five days for the first three chapters, then do five part one
topics per day for the next eight days. Then do eight part two topics each day for the next eight
or nine days. Finally, do four part three topics each day, which will take nine or ten days. Each
day will involve 6-8 hours of solid work — say good-bye to family and friends unless they are
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going to speak English with you!

Total days: 5+ 8+ 8 + 9 = 30.

A AR RIES B R s AR A K R, NEBERINGLTILA . RIri
BUSMYAE, AR IZS R, RS 1 TR, FRATLMER 2 A AT RII0E:
FIEA P T RES AR, RIS 2 R, BRABMMBVICTEM 8, TRIRWRES
Bk H oy,

FIE 2R, BIVRTUAE S RIIIRZE e AP0 3 8, 4 TR 8 KA IILES 4
FPrEMIES, ARG 8 K -9 KifRl7eksy rEmviAE, R84, mIGiHiTd —
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BRE . 5+8+8+9=30



