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Preface

Chinese museum has experienced 100 years' development history since the industrialist Mr. Zhang Jian began to found Nantong
Museum in 1905. With many great vicissitudes of history, the museum cause develops very fast. At present the whole country
has more than 2000 museums with over 12 million specimens and cultural relics, and each year more than 8000 exhibitions are

held, receiving 0.2 billion audiences/times. These splendor achievements obtained attracted the sight of the world.

As the cultural and educational institution that collects, conservations, researches and displays the material evidence of human
being environment, natural history museum is an important window for a country to propaganda its civilization achievement and
development level, an educational base to improve people's scientific and cultural accomplishment and thought and moral level.
Therefore the influence of natural history museum in area society is getting bigger and bigger, and with the constantly increasing

people's cultural needs, the role for museum to serve the society and the development of society becomes more and more important.

The former of Dalian Natural History Museum was founded in 1907, which is the earliest comprehensive natural history museum
in China. It has a long history and rich collections. The new museum was opened in 1998, displaying "National Top 10 Display
Exquisite Articles Prize" and "Best New Material, New Technology Application Prize" awarded by State Cultural Relics Bureau.

This book selected more than 1000 specimens from over 200,000 collections of the museum and illustrated with more than 30
display photos. Taking scientific popularization knowledge as a clue, it systematically introduces the collections and displays of
Dalian Natural History Museum from four aspects of earth, fossil, ocean and biology, the thought is novel and both pictures and

words are very attractive, really a good book that could not be ignored in museum industry.

I sincerely congratulate the publishing of this new book, and pre-congratulate that Dalian Natural History Museum would make

new and greater contribution to the national museum cause.

Director general of State Cultural Relics Bureau
Shan Jixiang

April 8, 2006
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Foreword

All the developed countries in the world have several natural history museums with a long history, which not only records the
true conditions of a country, the biological society including human being and their living environment, evolvement and
development, but also the educational base for the country to popularize scientific and cultural knowledge, improve the people's
scientific and cultural accomplishment and thought and moral level. Objectively speaking, Chinese museums could not com-
pare with the museums abroad no matter form scale, quantity, or display level and exerting educational function. Even within
the country, the development of natural history museums is backward than the development of other types of museums. With the
development of society, economy and culture, on one hand the natural history museum would collect specimens to make an
notation for the nation, history and city, on the other hand it should also meet the requirements and needs of the society and the
people for education, leisure, study and so on, so the position of natural history museum in area society and its image among the
people is getting more and more important.

Like the other types of museums the collection of natural history museums is the base for the museum to carry out researches,
displays and educational activities, also one of the important marks to measure the scale and position of the museum. Mainly the
collections of a natural history museum are the life-form specimens. Before 1980s the source of specimens are mainly to go to
the origin to collect and the friendly donation of zoos and other relevant organs and social personalities, but at present it mainly
relies on collecting. The specimen collecting is limited by many factors. Besides protection of wild animals, it also needs fund,
collection source information, policy security, collecting persons with high level, immediate value judgment, even needs the
help of friends from all circles of the society.

The learning research achievements obtained by natural history museum through collections study could supply concrete evi-
dences for life science research, forming knowledge and lemma, as well as make contributions to natural resource survey,
environment protection and cultural exchange. With the modern technical measures and through specimens and the relevant
materials make the multi-display of the research achievements, making knowledge popularized and transmitted, which is the

mission that a natural history museum shoulders.

Just as the collections are so important for a museum, so we composed this illustrated handbook with collections as its main
contents, systematically, wholly and vividly introducing the collections of Dalian Natural History Museum for nearly hundred
years, which is also what expected by the nation's museum's industry and the staff of Dalian Natural History Museum.

The history of Dalian Natural History Museum is nearly 100 years, through the constant efforts of the staff of the museum for
several generations, we have made outstanding achievements in collection, research, display and education. From over 200,000
specimens of the museum this book carefully selected more than 1000 rare specimens of rocks, ancient life-form fossils, plants,
insects, amphibians, birds, mammals and so on of each stage, which have the value of collection and research and also protected
perfectly, takes more than 30 photos displayed from 11 exhibition halls mainly including earth, dinosaur, ocean life-form,
Northeast forest, wetland and so on, in the combination form of photo, graph and words concretely introduced the contents of
form, origin, distribution, zoology and so on of various kinds of life-forms. Regarding contents it mainly introduced the features
of the two great collections of ocean life-form and "Jehol Biota Fossil", the typical specimens are also introduced with recovered
pictures and distributive pictures and so on, so as to possibly make the pictures novel, words exquisite, expressions correct,
strong artistry and readable, which enables readers to systematically realize the collections of Dalian Natural History Museum
and the display theme of "Harmony of People and Nature".

We wish this book could become a window for personalities of all circles to understand Dalian Natural History Museum, and
give a beneficial help to the experts and scholars who is willing to conduct the research of museum, meanwhile we also dedicate
this book to our colleagues who work very hard for the development of our museum.

Curator of Dalian Natural History Museum
Meng QingJin
April 8, 2006
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Dalian Natural History Museum is a large natural history museum first built in 1907 and registered at the
UNESCO, which is one of the most famous natural museums in China.

The building at the original site of Dalian Natural History Mus 3, was built by Russia in 1898 ing Russian
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style, it is one of the masterpieces in the early stage of
Dalian city, and the building was listed as one of the
national key culture relic protection buildings by the state
council in 1997.

The new building is in modern European style with a
construction area of 15,000 square meters, the construc-
tion was completed in 1998. It is located in the scenic
Heishijiao Costal Park, the museum is facing the sea in
three directions and is embraced by reefs, and it is just next
to the famous Xinghai Park. The blue roof is reflecting
with the blue sea, azure sky and white clouds, and the
scenery is marvelous. You can listen to the "dialogue"
between the sea and the reef, you can go fishing and play

in the sea... The true meaning of the harmony between

human and nature is best embodied here.

K H AT e 10
Dalian Natural History Museum Old Hall
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In 1907, Japan "Southern Manchuria Railway Corpora-
tion" established "Geological Research Institution", which
was the initial mold of Dalian Natural History Museum.
In 1923, after collecting a large amount of natural speci-
mens and documents in northeastern China, the "Geologi-
cal Research Institution" added display room mainly for
rock ore and part of the ancient biology, the original place,
storage amount, exploitation value and usages of the
specimens were listed on the label for the visiting and
research of a limited number of celebrities.

In 1926, with the increase of the specimens for display and
the content of demonstration, the area where the specimens
collected expanding to include various resources in north-
east China and Mongolia, the display room was changed into
"Manchuria and Mongolia Material Display House".

In 1928, "Manchuria and Mongolia Material Display House"
expanded its construction by 2,000 square meters at the
two sides and back of the original building, thus enriched
its collection and tookin the rock ore specimens from
northeast China, Mongolia, Siberia, Europe and America,
the authentic specimens and the graphic and written docu-
ments in the fields of agriculture, stock raising, forestry and
aquaculture, and the "Manchuria and Mongolia Resources
House" was established in November of the same year for
scientific research and visiting.

In 1932, the display of folk custom in northeastern China

and Mongolia was added to the original resource specimen,

and the name of the house was changed into "Manchuria

Resources House".

After the liberation of Dalian in 1945, the museum was
taken over by China Changchun Railway Station Com-
pany on August 23rd, and the name was changed into
"Northeastern China Chorography Museum". Entrusted
by the Zhongchang Railway Scientific Research Institution,
the geologist (Eropob) from Soviet Union worked as
curator and made some alterations to the previous display.
In Nov. 1950, Zhongchang Railway Station handed over
the museum to the Culture and Education Bureau of Dalian
municipality, at the same time the name was changed into
"Northeastern China Resources House", the display con-
tent was enriched and adjusted, it was mainly for the
exhibition of the natural resources of northeastern China
and the new achievements made after the establishment of
our country, the house became the culture base for
patriotism, socialism and scientific knowledge education.
In 1959, its name was formally changed into "Dalian
Natural History Museum", and the subscription was writ-
ten by Guo Moruo, the dean of Chinese Academy of
Science.

In 1995, with the implementation of the policy of prosper-
ing the city by science and education, Dalian City deter-
mined to relocate the museum to protect the natural and
cultural legacy.

In Oct. 1998, the construction of the new exhibition hall
was completed and it was opened to the public.
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The Hall of Wetlands

The demonstration area of the new exhibition hall mainly
includes 11 halls: the earth hall, the dinosaur hall, huge
whale hall, sea mammal hall, teleostean hall, elasmo-
branch hall, sea invertebrate animal and alga hall, species
diversity hall, swamp hall, northeastern China forest ani-
mal hall and west Liaoning fossil hall, etc., the total number
of specimens is more than 5,000, the main features of the
exhibition are:

e The exhibition is disposed by method of "exhibition of
the unit theme";

o We take the exhibition of species diversity as our main
task;

¢ The exhibition is correspondent to the request of our time
and lays an emphasis on environmental protection;

» The display embodies the latest research achievements;
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We hold "human orientation" as our principle;

The harmony between the exhibition form and
content;

We give prominence to local characteristics
and serve for the community.
The display of the new exhibition hall has won
"Top Ten National Classic Display Prize" and
"The Best Prize for the Utilization of New

Material and New Technologies".
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The certificate of the Top Ten National Classic Display Prize The Hall of Teleost
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The maritime space possessed by the museum is a perfect outdoor classroom for students

We have complete educational facilities including the
multi-function hall for academic exchange and culture
activities, the 270,000 square meters maritime space for
students to observe and understand sea animals, the auto-
matic voice explanation system, shop, relaxing room and
sea view platform, more than 90,000 scientific books and
documents in various specialties, more than 20 participat-
ing programs such as multi-media touch panel and jigsaw
puzzle. All these will enlighten the observation and think-
ing of the audience, thus create a convenient and comfort-

able learning and visiting environment.




