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Preface

With the remarkable development of China’s society and economy and the rise of the country’s international
status, the number of people throughout the world learning Chinese has increased rapidly. According to the Ministry
of Education, more than 30 million people worldwide study Chinese. China hosted more than 140 000 foreign
students this year, which is the first time the number has exceeded that of Chinese studying abroad.

Having good textbooks is essential to learning any foreign language. That’s why we designed this series for
elementary-level students, Experiencing Chinese Elementary Course, based on many teachers’ years of experience
instructing and researching foreign students’ Chinese studies.

This series of textbooks (used for 100 — 110 hours) has 48 lessons divided evenly into two volumes. Each
volume includes 24 lessons and a test, with an MP3 attached. Each lesson consists of “Sentences”, “Words”, “Text”,
“Pattern Drills”, “Strike While the Iron Is Hot”, “Vocabulary Extension”, “Listening and Speaking” and “Reading
and Writing”. The set also includes teacher’s books and workbooks.

The textbook focuses on function while at the same time giving significant attention to structure. Each lesson
contains several parts, each focusing specifically on one aspect of language comprehension. These teaching materi-
als are designed to be popular, practical and interesting. The books emphasize the experiencial learning method.

Specifically speaking, the textbook is designed like this:

e Objective
The textbook’s aim is to build up students’ listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. The text also focuses
on developing students’ basic communication competence, so they can put what they have learned immediately into
practice outside the classroom. In addition, this textbook not only emphasizes improving students’ language skills,

but also motivating them to want to continue learning Chinese.

® Theories
We have drawn on the advantages of the audio-lingual method, paying special attention to pattern drills. This
kind of drill is not a stuffy and meaningless displacement exercise; it is expressed in a specific environment, allowing
students to grasp Chinese’s 301 typical sentence patterns. Based on the communicative approach, this text deals with
functions and topics. This ensures that the students learn to carry on a conversation. Additionally, according to the
research on task-based instruction, the textbook helps students learn by performing real tasks. Overall, this textbook

emphasizes learning by doing, learning by using the language, learning by and experiencing the language.

e Vocabulary
There are approximately 500 new words in this book. Aside from lists of words, each lesson also has a “Vocabu-

lary Extension” section, which offers teachers more flexibility. The section uses images to help students learn the

word visually.

e Text
The texts relate to students’ school and social life. After learning these texts, students should be able to carry on
daily conversation with ease. The dialogues in the text are short, clear and represent everyday situations. The writing
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is light and humorous, making Chinese study as enjoyable as possible. The texts also contain cultural information;
while students study the language, they are also learning about China’s customs.

® Notes
Studying Chinese is not just about learning grammar. Instead, learning grammar is a way to better study Chi-
nese. Following this way of thinking, this textbook attempts to minimize grammar explanations by putting grammar
into the notes and using tables and formulas. The text teaches grammar piece by piece, giving students only what

they need to know for that lesson.

o Chinese characters
The textbook emphasizes recognizing characters over writing them and teaches students reading and writing
separately. The text contains a writing section that teaches the basic strokes, stroke orders and character composition
rules. The characters are taught according to their sides; the most frequently used sides appear earliest in the text. As
the book progresses, the students learn to write more and more complex characters. Eventually, the characters in the

writing section are the same as those in the text.

® Activitics
The activity section is designed to be simple, clear and help students improve their listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills. The “Strike While the Iron Is Hot” exercises teach colloquial expressions and emphasizes compre-
hension and imitation. The “Listening and Speaking” sections also teach colloquial expressions, but these stress
communication and application. “Reading and Writing” focus on literal expression and knowledge. The book also

includes pronunciation and characters exercises.

o Format
The format of the textbook is designed to be simple, elegant and concise. Targeting adult students, the textbook
has made abundant use of pictures, drawings and photographs in order to better relate the content to the students.

One of the best-known TCSL professors Mr. Lu Jianji from Beijing Language University has reviewed and
approved the book. Editors in TCFL publications of Higher Education Press offered many constructive suggestions
during the entire writing process. I am very appreciative of their help and hard work.

Jiang Liping
June 2006




it 3 Phonetics

—@ T 1 Syllables

In Chinese, a syllable is composed of an initial, a final and a tone. For example: in the syllable‘ nT °, ‘N’ is the

initial, ¢ i’ is the final, and ¢ v ’ is the tone.

Initial_ﬁ,,,,  Fimal  Tone @ Syllable
| a I Bndi

b a . —  ba

b i e Vv == bie

o a N ity bdo

b i a Vv - bido

—@ = Initials
There are 21 initials in Chinese, and they can be divided into 6 groups according to the positions of articulation.
B F b o) m f
TR¥HE| d t n |
ERE | 9 K h

THH J q X
EFEREHF| zh ch sh r

HRAF| 2 ¢ S




- @ &) Finals

There are 38 finals in Chinese, and they are classified into 5 types: simple finals, compound finals, triple finals,

nasal finals and special finals.

HEBE a o
p=R:oR 5 qi ei
ia ie
=HEHBE uai uei(ui)
an
en
in
BBk ian
uan
uen(un)
uan
ong
FERR Y B er - [11
- [1]

7= i Tones

1. 7 i Tones

ao ou
ua uo

iao

ang
eng
ing
iang
uang
ueng
un
iong

ﬁll].‘—"’

ue

il

Tone refers to the pitch variation within a syllable. In Chinese, it’s a way to express different meanings of the same

“__»

syllable. In Mandarin, there are four tones, represented respectively by a tone-marker. For example: the first tone ]

the second tone*~ ,the third tone“ v ”, and the fourth tone*~”. The tone-marker is placed above the main vowel.

\




2. # 7 Neutral tone
A neutral tone is the pronunciation of a character affected by the tone of the previous syllable. The neutral tone is
pronounced soft and short, and it is shown by the absence of a tone-marker. It should continue to diminish, when used

after the first, second and fourth tone. But the one after the third tone will rise a little bit and then goes down.

e . — =

N
?
NI
N
o~
I b Al R R

— ,
— NS Ve

mama yéye ndinai bdba
i 4, TE VL] B8
mum grandpa  grandma  dad

—@ ¢ iJ Changes of Tone
1. =4 Change of the third tone

When two third tones syllables appear in a row, the former is pronounced with a second tone, but is marked as the
original tone. When a third tone syllable is followed by a first, second, fourth or a neutral tone syllable, it retains only

\

the first falling part, which we call the half-third tone. It is also marked as the original tone.

| V+V — /+ V N hdo i &
— en) GoshT & Ijf

7 “ / h&n nan  fg
a MK

<
+
—
l
-
=
—
S
S

- o wémén 1A

2. “—” i35 Change of the tone “—”

Originally “—” is pronounced in the first tone, and it remains unchanged. But when used before a fourth tone, it

”




changes into a second tone. And before a first, second or third tone syllables, it changes into a fourth tone.

— — yi tiGn — XK
—~+- / yl nidn — 4f

Vv V) ya e

+ \ yidng — 5

| <
=
¥
| &

—tf.
>
|
-

3. “A” 43 H Change of the tone “43”
“A4” is pronounced with a second tone when used before a fourth tone. When used alone, or before a first, second or

third tone, it remains the original tone (the fourth tone).

: \ bugdo KM
bu / bu /
A+ —* A+ bumang A
/ \/ \/ bu hdo AbF
- bl bd .
A+ N — 7+ N\

@ JL{tEY Retroflexed Ending

Sometimes, the final “er” is used after another final and changes the final into a retroflexed final. It forms one
syllable with the original initial. In transcription it is shown by adding “r” to the original final. In character, it is
represented by “ JL ” following the original character.

er Nnar

A ' L

a3
<

ér nar

+
+ L — ®WL

=2




—@ HEAN Spelling Rules

1. i, U, U HEEFT I, U, U can respectively form syllables alone

When they form syllables by themselves, “i”, “ U™ and “ U ” are written as“ yi ”,“ wu ” and “ yu ”.

i —> Yi
u — wu
U —> yu

2. ULiFFLr#% B Finals beginning with i

Finals beginning with “ i ”’: when used without an initial, “ i  is written as “ Yy .

ia - VG ie — ye
A0 e L YQO 1 Q[ 72> YO
ian — yan iang — yang
ong — yong -

in — vin | ing — ying

3. LLu ki L Finals beginning with u

Finals beginning with “ U ”: when used without an initial, *“ U ” is written as “ W ”.

ua — wa uo — WO
uai = Wl A uel, -— wei
uan — wan uen — wen
uang —  wang |

4. L) UJF3LA¥EE Finals beginning with U

Finals beginning with “ U ”: when used without an initial, “ y “’should be added before “ U ”, and the two dots over

U “are omitted.

ue — yue uan— yuan

un — yun




\

5. UfE),q, % YHIE B U U is written as “ U ” when used before j, g, Xor y

When “j ”,“q ”,“ X ”or “y ” is combined with “ U ” and other finals beginning with “ U ”, the two dots over “ U ”

are omitted. For example:

Xu XU y&o

Ly \ yu dayu

iou, uei, u en P E MM Spelling rules of iou, uei, and uen

When used after an initial, “ iou ”, “ uei ”, and “ uen ” should be written as “ iu ”, “ Ui ”, and “ un ”. For example:
| —idu— i | sh—uéi—shui | c—uén—cin

X—iou— XiG | g—udi—gui | t—uén—tin

RE%S (7) Syllable-dividing mark ()
When a syllable beginning with“ a”,“ 0 >, or “ € ” follows another syllable, and the division of the two syllables
could be confused, the syllable-dividing mark( * )should be used in between.

j1 e | jie
pi ‘do | pido
Z 8K E Rules of capitalization

The first letter of the first word in a sentence should be capitalized; the first letter of a surname or a given name should

be capitalized; and the first letter of a proper noun should be capitalized. For example:

Nin guixing? ~ Zhang Hua . B&ijing
¥% Numbers
1 et L AR 6 7 e 10
M7 o =, o A BN
% yGofyT & san si wl  lid  gf ; b&@  Jlu | shi
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%13 i

%14 i

# 15 i

#16 if

#17 i

%18 if

# 19 if

%20 i

& 21

22

#23 iR

%24 i

W R

L%

AR

AEBE

AR

FNS)

HES

=R

B R

WNXIBF I

RFIEE

RFEITIA

r &R
Z W

W 5

LA

HEEBHEED

BART

RIGBARF T 0

RAH S HR G5 T

YR8 JLA&F AR

LAY

L A e

BB MRS T B

U HE% T S KEE T

LT, iEsRE

PRI 118 e R

112

122

131

141

150

160

170

179

189

199

209

219

229

. AR e R R R R R R P e e L e S

i

2. BFEH

234
241




@] f | Sentences

001 Hello! PR !
NT hd&o!
002 Hello! (polite form) & U
_Nin hdo!
003 Hello! (polite form) R AT 4f |
Nimen hdol!
004 Bye! 0
Zaijian!
005 See you tomorrow! By K W.!
Mingtian jian!

SRRV g
b % A .
: s 7 - | &5
B E I W b

“(i‘ﬂ 1% | Words)

1. R ni you 3. ®HW zwian bye

2. b hdo good

B4 4 i Proper Nouns
1. Lya  M3keé Mark 2. FH «kalon  Karen

v s s Ve
o R SR A I A




