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THE CANTERVILLE GHOST

Most grand old houses have a family ghost of some kind.
Sometimes it is a quiet and kindly ghost, and sometimes it is a

noisy one, always banging doors and crashing about in chains.

The ghost at Canterville Chase is one of the noisy kind, and the
family can’t get any sleep at night. So Lord Canterville sells the
house to Mr Hiram B. Otis, who is an American and not at all
worried about ghosts. In fact, Mr and Mrs Otis and their
children Washington, pretty Virginia, and the twins, two noisy

little boys are very happy to live in a house with a ghost.

But the ghost is not happy. His job is to frighten people, and
the Otis {family aren’t frightened by any of his best tricks. Their
hair doesn’t turn white, they don't run away in terror, they
don’t faint — they don’t even scream! And the Otis twins know

more tricks than the poor ghost will ever know . ..
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w The Canterville Ghost

1
THE OTIS FAMILY COMES
TO CANTERVILLE

hen Hiram B. Otis, the American businessman,
W bought the house called Canterville Chase, people
told him that he was doing a very dangerous thing.
Everybody knew that there was a ghost in the house. Lord
Canterville himself told Mr Otis all about it.

‘We don’t like to live in the house ourselves, ’ he said.
‘Too many of my family have seen the ghost. My wife’s
grandmother, the Duchess of Bolton, is one of them. One
night, while she was dressing for dinner, two skeleton
hands were put on her shoulders. She has been ill for years
because of that. And my wife never got any sleep there,
because of all the noises at night.”’

‘Lord Canterville,’ answered Mr Otis, ‘I will buy
both the house and the ghost. I come from a modern
country, and we can buy nearly everything in America —
but not ghosts. So, if there really is a ghost in the house,
we can send it home to America, and people will pay to go
and see it.’

‘T'm afraid that the house really does have a ghost,’
said Lord Canterville, smiling. ‘Perhaps there are no
ghosts in your country, but our ghost has been in the house

for three hundred years, and it always appears before the
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lord n. a man of noble

rank, esp. in Britain (Ji
TREE M) FE (AL $E #
E}) duchess n. the wife of
a duke > B R A skeleton
n. the structure consisting
of all the bones in a human
or animal body B % ;B
shoulder n. the part of the
body at which the arm is
attached Jg B appear v. to
become able to be seen 1B}

S




w The Canterville Ghost

death of one of the family.’

‘Well, so does the family doctor, Lord Canterville.
But there are no ghosts, sir, in any country — not even in
famous old British families.’

‘Very well,’ said Lord Canterville. ‘If you’re happy
to have a ghost in the house, that’s all right. But please
remember that I did tell you about it.”’

* * *
And so Mr Hiram B. Otis bought the house, and a few
weeks later he and his family went down to Canterville
Chase on the train.

Mrs Otis was a very beautiful woman, and looked just
as English as an Englishwoman. American people are really
no different from English people — but they do, of course,
speak a different language. Her eldest son, Washington,
was a good-looking young man with a wonderful smile,
who was famous at all the London parties for his fine
dancing. Miss Virginia E. Otis was a sweet little girl of
fifteen with big blue eyes. She loved to ride horses and
could ride faster than a lot of men. One day the young Duke
of Cheshire saw her on horseback, and immediately asked
her to marry him — but his family sent him back to school
the next day. After Virginia came the twins — two happy,
noisy little boys, who were always laughing and playing
tricks.

It was a lovely July evening when the family got off the
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remember v. keep in the
memory; not forget ¥it;
icfE wonderful adj. unuw
sually good 1% I B duke
n. a nobleman of the
highest rank outside the
family % B
immediately adv.
delay; at once & b ;3 Bf
trick n. a troublesome but
playful act HLER]

royal

without




w The Canterville Ghost

train. The fields and trees looked beautiful in the golden
sunshine. The birds were singing sweetly, and the sky was
a bright blue. But when they arrived at Canterville Chase,
storm clouds suddenly appeared in the sky. Then ten or
twelve large black birds flew down over their heads, and
big drops of rain began to fall. ,

An old woman in a black dress was standing in the
doorway of the house, waiting to meet them. This was Mrs
Umney, the housekeeper.

‘Welcome to Canterville Chase, ’ she said.

They followed her into the library — a long, dark
room with a high window at one end. Here, tea was ready
for them, so they took off their coats and sat down.

Suddenly Mrs Otis saw a dark red stain on the floor,
near the fireplace.

‘Is that a stain on the floor there?’ she asked.

‘Yes, Mrs Otis,’ said Mrs Umney quietly. ‘It's a
bloodstain. ’

‘Oh, that’s terrible!’ cried Mrs Otis. ‘I can’t have
bloodstains on my floors. It must go.’

The old woman smiled, and again answered in a quiet
voice. ‘It is the blood of Lady Eleanore de Canterville,’
she said. ¢ Her husband, Sir Simon de Canterville,
murdered her in 1575, while she was standing just there, in
that place. He lived for another nine years after her death,

but then he disappeared, very strangely and suddenly.
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fireplace n. the opening
for a coal fire in the wall
of a room BEYT stain n. a
mark left accidentally on
sur faces {5 #F murder v.
kill (a human being ) un
lawfully, esp. wickedly
or inhumanly & 7; X &
disappear v. to go out of
sight JH&; AR




o a The Canterville Ghost

Nobody ever found his body, but his ghost is still in the
house, and will not rest. The bloodstain is famous —
visitors come here specially to see it. People have tried to
clean it, but it will not go away.’

“Of course it will!” cried Washington Otis.
‘Pinkerton’s Famous Stain Cleaner will clean it up in a
second. ’

And before the housekeeper could stop him, he was
cleaning the floor with a small black stick.

A minute later, the bloodstain was gone!

‘There you are!’ he said, smiling at the others.
‘Pinkerton can clean anything! ’

But at these words the storm outside suddenly began.
A terrible flash of lightning lit up the room, and a second
later came a great crash of thunder. Everyone jumped up at
the sound of the thunder ... and Mrs Umney fainted.

‘ What terrible weather this country has!’ said Mr
Otus. He sat down again and lit a cigarette.

Mrs Umney lay on the floor, with her eyes closed.
Mrs Otis looked at her. ‘My dear Hiram,’ she cried.
*What can we do with a woman who faints?’

*Tell her she has to pay some money, ’ said Mr Otis.
‘H she breaks a cup or something, she has to pay for it. So
tell her to pay if she faints. She won’t faint after that.’

At this Mrs Umney immediately sat up, but she looked

very unhappy. ‘Be careful! Trouble is coming to this
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w The Canterville Ghost

house!” she said, her voice shaking. ‘I have seen things
here which are too terrible to describe. For night after

night, I have not closed my eyes in sleep.’

Mr Otis gave her a warm smile. ‘My wife and I are not
afraid of ghosts, Mrs Umney."’

The old housekeeper got shakily to her feet. ‘ You
Americans are so strong!’ she said. ‘And so kind! You
know, 1 have worked here for many, many years at the |
same pay, and ...’

‘OK, Mrs Umney. We'll pay you more money, ’ said
Mr Otis, still smiling.

‘Oh, thank you, dear Mr Otis. And dear Mrs Otis.

Thank you very much.’

10
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shake v. 10 move up and
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ments & £l; #i$l describe
v. to say what something
is like; to give a picture

of in words L7 ; iR

.



‘\*}* The Canterville Ghost

2
SIR SIMON MEETS THE OTIS FAMILY

he storm went on all night, and the next morning,
T when the family came down to breakfast, the
bloodstain was on the library floor again.

“That’s strange,’ said Washington. ‘ Pinkerton’s
Famous Stain Cleaner usually cleans anything. It must be
the ghost.’

He cleaned the floor again with the little black stick,
but the next morning the stain appeared once more. That
night, Mr Otis closed the windows and locked the library
door. But in the morning the bloodstain was there again.

The family found this most interesting.

‘Is there a ghost, or isn’t there?’ they said to
themselves. They could not decide.

But that night, they had the answer to their question.

After the family was in bed and asleep, a strange noise
woke Mr Otis. It sounded like something metal moving
slowly along the passage, and it was coming nearer to his
bedroom door. He got out of bed and listened carefully.
The strange noise went on, and he also heard the sound of
footsteps. Then he put on his shoes, took a small bottle
from his cupboard, and opened the door of his room.

There, in the moonlight, was an old man with eyes as

red as fire. His grey hair was long and dirty, his clothes

12



