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1. A Stranger at the Grave

| remember one Christmas Eve, long ago, when | was
seven.

Each year, | visited my parents’ graves on Christmas
Eve. They were buried in the little churchyard on the marsh in
Kent. That year, like all the others, | knelt, weeping before
their tombs. | was named Philip after my father. But | never
really knew him or my mother, Georgiana. Still, | was very
sad that they were no longer around.

* I'm here again,” | \}vhispered to the tombstones. * It's
me, Pip, your son."
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| had barely spoken the words when a rough voice answered

* Quit your whining, you little brat!" it said cruelly.

| looked up to see a tall man standing before me. He
was dirty, dressed in rags, and on his right leg there was an
iron band. He stared coldly at me, and | was afraid.

" Do you have a name?" he asked me in that same cruel
tone.

" Pip," | answered. " Please don't hurt me, sir."

" And where is
your home, Pip?"
he demanded.
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