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Preface

© CUI JIAN

The book demonstrates the war-capital period culture on the Gele Mountain through
photos and sites.

The eight-year Anti-Japanese War was a national liberation war that the whole Chinese
nationality strove for its survival and fought against the invaders in unity. As the war-time
capital of the Kuomintang government, the Far East headquarter of the World's anti-fascist
alliance, and the political, military, economic and culture center of the rear area, Chongging
exhibited a unique culture.

During the period of the Anti-Japanese War, the Gele Mountain was covered with
dense forests, the Chengdu-Chongqing Highway winding through it. Anyone who had been
to the Gele Mountain during that time would be impressed by its beauty and serenity. The
Gele Mountain was well-known not only for its beautiful scenery and historical sites of
ancient times, but also for its cultural and historical significance in the Anti-Japanese War.
Both Chiang Kai-shek, the Chairman of the Military Affairs Committee of Kuomintang
Government, and Lin Sen, the chairman of the Kuomintang government, chose to build
their residences on the Gele Mountain, making it the center of the Far East headquarter of
the world's anti-fascist alliance. It is on the mountain that the five yuans and six ministries
of the Kuomintang government moved to; it is on the mountain that celebrities of political
and cultural circles gathered; it is on the mountain that the Chongging Negotiation between
Chiang Kai-shek —the chairman of the Kuomintang and Mao Zedong - the leader of the
Chinese Communist Party —unveiled its prelude; it is on the mountain that numbers of
historic decisions that would alter China's destiny were made. As a result, the Gele
Mountain was also known as the "Little War-Time Capital", leaving behind it a unique
culture and ample war-time capital sites.

All the photos in the book were taken by Mr. Liao Qingyu, a native of the Gele
Mountain, during many years of efforts. To take these photos he left his footsteps all over
the mountain. (Many buildings on the photos no longer exist. That proves the value of the
photos. And some of the historic sites have been wrongly marked in some publications.)
Many buildings in his photos did and are disappearing. This book aims to rediscover the
history and culture of the Gele Mountain and to serve as a reminiscence of the past. It is our
hope that the book will be helpful to the research of war-capital culture, to the development
of the Gele Mountain tourism, to the communication between the compatriots on the both
sides of the Taiwan Strait, and to the reunification of the country and the prosperity of the
Chinese nationality.
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Forward

In 1937 when the Anti-Japanese War broke out on a full scale, the Kuomintang government
moved westward to Chongqging. Along with it came the Central Committee of the Kuomintang, the
democratic parties, the delegation of Chinese Communist Party, scholars, celebrities, and ambassadors
of other countries. Chongging, the war-time capital, began to act as the center of China's politics,
military affairs, culture and economy. The Gele Mountain in the Shapingba district at the west of
Chongqing, absorbed the institutions, government officials and celebrities of all circles, due to its
beautiful scenery, its convenient position, and its forests and mountains. To avoid the air attack of
Japanese invaders, institutions, government departments, hospitals, schools, and people all settled in
the mountain. The once remote mountainous area turned into an exhibition of buildings and celebrities.
Many people lived or worked in the Gele Mountain, including high rank officials like Chiang Kai-shek,
Lin Sen, Feng Yuxiang, Yu Youren, He Yinggin, Zhang Zhizhong, Kong Xiangxi, Chen Cheng and
Cheng Lifu; celebrities like Guo Moruo, Bing Xin, Lao She, Zang Kejia, Kong Decheng and Ke
Huang. In 1942 China War Zone of Allies came into existence, Chongging becoming the headquarter
of the Far East War Zone of the world's anti-fascist war. Chiang Kai-shek, the chairman of the Military
Affairs Committee of the Kuomintang government and the highest commander of China War Zone,
together with Lin Sen, the chairman of the Kuomintang Government, made their residence in the Gele
Mountain. Being the hub of Chongqing, the Gele Mountain, therefore, was known as the "Small War-
Time Capital". ’

Sixty years has passed. The Gele Mountain as well as Chongging has undergone great changes.
Many historic facts have been covered with dust and few of the later generation have clear picture of
that period. The compatriots in Taiwan and overseas who had gone through the war are already in their
70's or 80's. They will never forget that period of blood and fire. A poem by Wang Zuorong best
represents their nostalgia: "We will never forget you, your trees and grasses, your mist and singing of
the pines. Wish your green mountains and waters everlasting. Waiting for us. We will come back to kiss
your soil, and to trace the past laughter." The world anti-fascist war made Chongging and the Gele
Mountains well-known to the world. It was the avenue where the high command of China War Zone
and the Far East Command Center were established. It was the destination where the five yuans and six
departments of the Kuomintang government moved to. It was the platform where China declared war
against the Japanese and Chongging Negotiation was held. Numerous men of the time left their
footprints on the Gele Mountain. And countless national policies were designed here. Since the 1980s,
the author accepted many overseas Chinese who went to the Gele Mountain to search for the trace of
the Anti-Japanese War. Among them were the descedents of Chinese celebrities, the experts who
studies the history of that period of time, and the former students of the Army University. The author
spent years of time touring in the Gele Mountain. To unearth the historic and cultural implication of
Chongging, and to keep the Gele Mountain in that period of history in record, the author, a native of
Chongging, takes it as his responsibility to collect the historic sites on the Gele Mountain and to
compile them into a volume. It is dedicated to Chinese compatriots both at home and abroad, as a
reminisce of the past, and a tour guide of the former residence. The efforts are made to contribute to the
reunification of the country, the renaissance of the nation, and the development of Chonggqing.

Liao Qingyu
June of 2005
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The Residence of Lin Sen - Lin's Garden

The residence of Lin Sen, also called No.
4 Building, is located at Lin's Garden,
Shandong. It was built in June, 1939 by Chiang
Kai-shek, the Chairman of the Military Affairs
Committee of the Kuomintang Government.
Chiang bestowed it on Lin Sen in the name of
showing respect to the senior. The residence, in
good condition, is a two-storied building with
attic and fireplace, combining the Chinese and
western style.

Lin Sen had three other dwelling places.
One is Lin Cottage, a two-storied building of
brick and timberwork, located near the Yunding
Temple on the Gele Mountain. Lin Sen moved
to Lin Cottage at Nov. 26, 1937. The building
was destroyed in 1967. But the remains are
there. Another is a five-roomed tiled building of
carthwork, located in Yan'erdong on the Gele
Mountain. It was once adopted as the school
affiliated to the Civilian Department. It was
dismantled. The third is Lin Sen's Residence at
Laoyingyan.

Lin Sen (1867 - 1943), once chairman of
the Kuomintang Government, was a native of
Minhou, Fujian Province. He had another name,
Zichao; he also called himself Qingzhi Laoren
(Qingzhi the Senior) . Injured in a traffic
accident in May 10, 1943, he died in August 1.
He was buried beside his residence of Lin's
Garden.
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It is located at No. 3, Xishan New Village,
Shandong. It has a floor area of 127 square meters,
and is a mixture of Western and Chinese styles of
brick and timberwork. It was the residence of Yao
Cong after Lin Sen moved out.

Yao Cong (1891 - 1977), also named Weixin,
was born in Rui‘an, Zhejiang Province. He was the
vice dean of the general office of the Military
Committee of the Kuomintang government, and the
vice minister of the management department. Yao
died of disease in Taibei.
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