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A SHIP FROM THE WEST
Reviving the Maritime Silk Road

A Swedish archaistic Indiaman will appear at the
seaport of the Pearl River on July 18th, 2006. Piloted
by Chinese boat, this currently largest sailboat in the
world gently pulls into Nansha passenger dock after
crossing Guishan and Nansha docks.

The King of Sweden, his wife, as well as other
guests, who, for the first time visit China, would re-
ceive warm welcome. Hundreds of journalists from
many countries and media will report to the world the
arrival of Gétheborg live. Meanwhile, Chinese and
Swedish TV stations make large-scale live broadcast
of the event.

Godtheborg will enter Guangzhou downtown on July
21th and anchor in Zhoutou dock, where it will stay for
visits by Guangzhou residents for a month. On the
Bai'e Pool, dragon boats will compete with each other,
while playing drums. The welcome ceremony with
characteristic of South China style will feast the eyes
of both Swedish guests and local residents, and there
will be splendid firework shows at night.

With the arrival of Gétheborg, Guangzhou will be-
come a city of carnival.

The Pearl River nurtures Guangzhou, where the
forefathers have developed the land and wished a good
harvest.

Xilaichudi witnessed the history of Guangzhou as
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the entrance of trade with foreign countries.
In the year 526, the famous Indian monk,
Bodhi, sailed to Guangzhou and built Xilai
Temple. Because his followers regard him
as the forefather of the Buddhism, the place
he landed is called Xilaichudi, meaning the
“landing place of Buddha”.

Historians believe that there were 3
routes for maritime Silk Road during Ming and
Qing Dynasty. The first was from Guangzhou
to Mexico via Philippines. The second started
from Guangzhou, via and bypassing Cape of
Good Hope in South Africa, to Europe. This is
the route that Gétheborg took 300 years ago.
The third was from Guangzhou, via the East
Sea and the Yellow Sea to Nagasaki, Japan.

Gétheborg | was originally launched in
1738 and sailed to Guangzhou for 3 times in 1739,
1741 and 1743, with the last trip the most famous. The
profits that Gdtheborg gained from trade with
Guangzhou equaled the GDP of the whole Sweden in
ayear.

Gotheborg I sank in Gétheborg in 1745. Four years
later, China Queen of America made her maiden voy-
age to Huangpu harbor. The captain’s records say,
“The first American flag is raised today, August 28th,
1784, in the ocean where the flag has never been seen
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or raised”.

221 years after China Queen’s arrival in China, on
March 6th of 2005, a report about her from New York
Times said that: For centuries China’s most important
seaport and the starting point of the maritime Silk Road,
Guangzhou played host to merchants from foreign
countries as early as the second century A.D. and... In
1514, the Portuguese arrived and Guangzhou became
the first city in China to receive European visitors.
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