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Words from the Champion

nother unforgettable moment! This time [ won the champion,
part of the reason was that 1 worked very hard, but I still had my
luck with me. 1 was rea!ly grateful, no, more than grateful, 1 was
madly excited when 1 was informed that I won the championship. I
couldn’t believe my ears! After going through an entire day of
waiting and preparing in a small room suffering from all the
lonesome for more than 8 hours at a new place, the news was the
best gift that I could ever have received. But what I gained more
this time was not just the prize and the glittering cup, but the
experience. I think, if I ever have the chance to give a speech on
“ An unforgettable moment” , this will the best resource.

The editor told me to give some advice to the public speakers.
I can hardly think of any. As a public speaker, the first thing that
challenges all of us is stage fright. We have to avoid it at the
utmost. But that’s ailmost impossible. So what we can do is to
pretend that we are not nervous and try our best to meet the
challenge as a kind of excitement. This time I was NERVOUS
too! Actually, too nervous to say a word. I went to the bathroom

several times that 1 can not remember how many. Cold water
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always can calm me down. I used that method and I think it
helped. Still, when I got on the stage, even there was heating
system in that hall, 1 felt my face was burning. The first time of
my life, I stood on a stage to give a speech to a penal of judges,
some of whom have blue eyes, light skin tone, European noses
and a large audience at the back. I took a deep breath, and began
my speech. When I said “ Good afternoon, ladies and gentle-
man. ", I could not control myself. my mind went blank. I was
too nervous and I was scared. Though I had prepared for this
moment for a long time, but this was really nerve racking. So I
took a deep breath as if it is a time that I am going to take a trip
and gave a smile to the audience and to myself. Luckily I
conquered my fear and made my speech. I remembered the thing
my mother said before I stepped aboard to Shenzhen. She said,
“You are a chef. You have put your full efforts on making this
cake. And now it’s done. The only thing you have to do is just
to serve the dish to your customers. Whether they like it or not,
you have no saying. But it is your responsibility to make it
perfect. There’s nothing that you should be afraid of. Just go
ahead. ” My mother was right, I served the dish to the right taste

and in its perfection.

Song Yuyue
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Jason: Good morning, ladies and gentlemen! And welcome to
the final of the Fourth “21st Century + Shenzhen Daily Cup” Na-
tional High School English Speaking Competition, Junior Section.
I'm Jason Subler, Beijing correspondent for the Bureau of Nation-
al Affairs, and standing beside me here is Ms. Bu Yang, who
has won, has been a champion of several English speaking com-
petitions.

Bu Yang: It's a real honor for me to be the hostess for today’s
contest. In our globalized, interconnected world, the popularity
and importance of English has grown in China. By actively learn-
ing it, we understand more about this colourful world. And by
widely practising it, we are better equipped to participate on the
world stage. So here we are, together in this Special Economic
Zone of Shenzhen, to enjoy practicing our communication talents,

as well as learning from each other.
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Jason: To encourage greater enthusiasm for English learning, in
2002, China Daily and 21st Century organized the First “21st
Century Cup” National High School English Speaking Competi-
tion in Beijing. The second competition was held in Suzhou,in
2003, and the third in Shanghai last year. Now this annual e:vént
is well known and acclaimed by high sehool students all over the
country. It has also been chosen by Lﬁndoﬁ’s English Speaking
Union as China’s qualifying contest for its annua’i international
public speaking competition.

Bu Yang: The final of this year’s competition is co-sponsored by
China Daily, the Speak - Shenzhen Organizing Committee, the
Information Office of Shenzhen Municipal People’s Government
and Shenzhen Press Group. It is organized by 21st Century and
Shenzhen Daily.

Jason: China Daily is the largest English-language newspaper
group in China; its purpose is to increase exchange with the rest of
the world. The subsidiary paper, 21st Century, was launched in
1993 with government endorsement. In 2001, 21st Century Teens
was launched to further help the development of English-learning.
This, in turn, was expanded into junior and senior editions in
2003. In that same year, 21st Century Teens-Kids Edition joined
the paper to provide English-learning resources for primary school
students. In June 2004, 21st Century also published its first ELT
Review for English teachers. In 12 years of development and ex-
pansion, 21st Century has matured into an excellent medium for
promoting the use of English and the understanding of world af-

fairs by students and professionals.
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Bu Yang: As we all know, Shenzhen is an international city. As
communication starts from using a common language, Shenzhen
held the Speak - Shenzhen activity to encourage people to learn to
speak foreign languages. The Information Office of the Shenzhen
Municipal People’s Government also gives us much support.

Jason: Our co-sponsor, Shenzhen Press Group was established in
2002, It owns ten newspapers and five magazines. Its five major

newspapers are Shenzhen Special Economic Zone Daily, Shenzhen

Economic Daily, Shenzhen Evening News, Daily Sunshine and
Hong Kong Commercial Daily. Thanks to all of these supporters.
All of them have dedicated themselves to promoting English-lan-

guage study in China. Today, we come together for today’s won-

derful final competition.

Bu Yang: We trust that today’s competition will, not only, be an
opportunity for the participants to display their public speaking
skills, but, it will also serve as a forum for contestants to share
their English-learning experiences and ideas. We also trust that
you, the audience, will find that you can relate to this exciting
competition. Now , please allow us to introduce our judges. We
have a panel of ten judges including a question master and 9 sco-
ring judges. They are experts in English language in various fields
ranging from journalism to English language teaching. It is my
pleasure to introduce them to you. And they are:

Jason: Mr. Mei Deming, Professor of English and Deputy Dean of
the College of English at Shanghai International Studies University.

Bu Yang: Ms. Wu Zunmin, Professor at Beijing Normal Univer-

sity 3
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Jason: Ms. Wang Guizhen, Professor at Guangdong University
of Foreign Studies

Bu Yang: Mr. An Fengqi, English Teaching Researcher at
Shenzhen Teaching Research Institute

Jason: Mr. Verner Bickly, Chairman of Executive Committee of
the ESU (Hong Kong)

Bu Yang: Ms. Linda Warfel, Vice President, Education and
Trade, Asia-Pacific Scholastic

Jason: Ms. Katherine Smith, Assistant Director of International
Media at the University of Melbourne

Bu Yang: Ms. Amy Stone, Senior Foreign Copy-editor of
Shenzhen Daily

Jason: And Ms. Li Wensha, Managing Editor of 2]1st Century
of China Daily

Bu Yang: The panel also includes a question master who will be
responsible for raising questions to today’s contestants. And he
is: Mr. Charles Kolker, Associate Professor of English at Shenz-
hen University. Let’s welcome all of them!

Bu Yang: This year’s competition began with a preliminary com-
petitions in Qingdao and Shenzhen. 30 contestants distinguished
themselves in the preliminaries. In September a composition con-
test was open to schools all over the country. And many Students
participated. A panel of judges from the competition’s organizing
commuittee selected the most outstanding students from the compo-
sitton contest. The other 70 contestants then underwent a tele-
phone interview to win a place in the final contest.

idBson: Let’s have a round of applause for our 51 contestants to
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wish them the very best of luck in today’s final contest.

Bu Yang: Now let’s go over the rules of the competition. Each

A - T T T

contestant has 3 minutes to present a prepared speech, and then 3

minutes to answer two questions. The first question is related to

T R g P

.‘- their prepared speech and the contestant chooses the second ques-
tion himself or herself. This question is based on a topic that high

school students are familiar with. For each part, we will alert the

contestants when the time has run out by ringing a bell.

Jason: The topic for today’s prepared speech is An Unforgetta-
ble Moment. The highest possible score is 100 points. The pre-
pared speech accounts for 40 points of the total, and the question
and answer session for the other 60 points, 30 points for each
question. |

Bu Yang: In addition, all participants and their tutors will receive
certificates and book prizes provided by China Daily, Shanghai
Foreign Language Education Press and Tsinghua University
(Press).

Jason: Now let’s go over the procedures for today’s competition.
Twenty-six contestants will give speeches in the morning, and
twenty-five contestants will speak in the afternoon. At the half-
way point, that is after contestant 13 this morning and contestant
38 in the afternoon, there will be a ten-minute break. And the a-
ward ceremony is expected to be held at about 5 p. m. this eve-
ning.

E-_ Bu Yang: OK, let’s stop waiting and warmly welcome Contestant

No. 1.
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