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Preface

During the remote geologic ages, a great river rushed down from the Kunlun Mountains and
gradually deposited the sediment as it flowed toward the East Sea, creating an alluvial plain, which
became the birthplace of the Chinese Civilization. Zhengzhou was born on the top of this vast
Yellow River Delta and started its legendary life in the 16th Century B.C.

As one of the 8 ancient capitals in China as well as a renowned tourist city, Zhengzhou had
served as the national capital for two dynasties of Xia and Shang, and the three states of Guan,
Zheng and Han, and a prefecture in the dynasties of Sui, Tang, FiveDynasties, Song, Yuan, Jin,
Ming and Qing, presenting a condensed history of the Chinese civilization. A grand palace was
constructed here as early as 3,600 years ago. The world—renowned Songshan Mountains, Shaolin
Temple (the first Buddhist temple in China), Dengfeng Star Observatory Platfor (the oldest of its
kind in China), the Yellow Emperor Mausoleum, Zheng Han Ancient City, and the Songyang
Academy are all magnificent views of Zhengzhou for visitors to enjoy.

Zhengzhou is located in the very center of the country, with the Yellow River in the north and a
branch of the Huaihe River in the south. It lies almost midway between Luoyang in the west and
Kaifeng in the east and is particularly noted for its advantageous location, with the first national
railway transportation network headquartered here.

Since 1978, the beginning of the reform and the opening up policy in China, with the
completion of modern railways, express ways, airports, telecommunication, the West-to-East Gas
Transfer Project and the South—to—North Water Transfer Project that meet in the city, Zhengzhou
enjoys advantages of its geographical location and is developing into the largest materials
distribution center and the foremost hub of transportation and telecommunication in Mainland
China.

Zhengzhou is the capital city of Henan Province and covers an area of 7446.2 square
kilometers, with 12 counties and districts under its jurisdiction. It has a population of 7.082 milions.
As a flagship of cities in the Central Plains, Zhengzhou shows its enormous potential for sustained
development. China's Investment Climate assessed by World Bank shows that Zhengzhou ranks
among the top 10 of all the large and medium-sized cities within the country. By the end of 2005, its
national economic GDP have reached ¥ 170,000,000,000.

Zhengzhou is the key to the rise of the Central Plains. A new Zhengzhou with a reviving culture,
accelerated economy, harmonious society and full range of functions will certainly regain its

historical glory and attract the eyes of the whole world.
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Chapter One

The Epiclike history .
an Ancient Capital
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The year of 2004 witnessed the historical event that Zhengzhou was officially
recognized as one of China’ s Eight Major Ancient Capitals, a recognition based on the
major archaeological discovery of a capital of the Shang Dynasty(1600B.C.-1046B.C.) that
started half a century ago, and the honorable historical status of Zhengzhou was therefore
made known and clear to the whole world.

People find that in the great process during which the ancient country of the Chinese
nation was created, Zhengzhou had been in a leading position for a long time, while in the
radius of space, Zhengzhou has been a geographically radiating center being worthy of its
name. From Zhengzhou Railway Station which is not far from the palace area of the Shang
Dynasty, any one of the other seven major ancient Chinese capital cities can be reached
within several hours by high-speed train.

From Great Yu controlling the inundation to Chengtang’ s revolution, and from the
ancient capitals of the dynasties of Xia and Shang to the civilization of the Yellow River—
In this world there has perhaps not been a city like Zhengzhou that possesses so
magnificent and twisted a cultural pedigree, nor has there been a city like Zhengzhou that
is experiencing a dramatically favorable turn of fate.

In the remote geological era, the North China Plains was a huge bay. Relying on the
eastward Yellow River bringing about silt to fill the sea and make land, the great North
China Plains was created. Being rightly located at the turning point where the Yellow River
enters the great plains in the lower reaches from the Loess Plateau, Zhengzhou has
therefore become the demarcation line between the middle and lower reaches of the
Yellow River, the start of the great Yellow River Delta, a first settlement when the
forefathers of the Chinese nation moved toward the plains from the plateau, and a first
civilization center the Mother River had nursed.It was where Yellow Emperor , the
Originator of Chinese Culture, was born.

The Mount Songshan Scenic Area, as a World Geo Park and a National Pilot Tourist
Area, has not only truly recorded the evolution of the earth over thousands of millions of
years, but also has functioned as a layer of sediment and a growth point of the human
civilization. From the Rock of Qi’ s Mother to the Shaolin Temple, from the Pagoda of the
Songyue Temple to the Zhongyue Temple, from Dharma practicing meditation in front of a
stone cave wall to Wu Zetian climbing and honoring the mountains, and from Two Chengs
giving lectures at the Songyang Academy of the Song Dynasty to Guo Shoujing measuring
the heaven at the Observatory of the Yuan Dynasty—Mount Songshan has been exposing
. layer by layer to the world the secrets of the growth of the civilization over 5000 years.

Just on the land of Zhengzhou with an area of thousands of kilometers, numerous
sites of ancient cities and towns, ancient cultures, ancient tombs, ancient buildings,
ancient passes and ancient battlefields now scatter here and there, and, like the clusters of
shining stars in the sky, have been jointly witnessing the continued and endless epic of
the glory creation of this ancient Chinese capital.
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Peiligang Culture Located in Xinzheng. Peiligang site is the ruins of an early Neolithic culture. Pottery kiln produced
8,000 years ago and stonewares for primal agriculture were unearthed from the ruins.

B KRN B AR 5 3 8 R, AR R IR

Taohuayu where the Yellow River bids farewell fo the Loess Plateau, rolling down to the grand plain of its lower reach
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The joint color port, from Dehecun Remains, embodies the essence of Yangshao culture 5,000 years ago.
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Located in northern suburbans of Zhengzhou, Ruins of Dehecun primitive village covers four kinds of culture remains belonging to
Yangshao culture, Longshan culture and Xia and Shang Dynasty culture respeciively.
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HTFW (72064 76220) , LA T REERAENE] (1662-1723)

left : Inancienttimes, Xinzheng was called Youxiong. The legend goes that Xuanyuan Yellow Emperor was
born in the Mt. Xuanyuan Shan and established the capital in Youxiong.Therefore he is also referred to as
Youxiong Shi.The Yellow Emperor Memorial was first built in the Han dynasty(206B.C.-220A.D.). During the
reign of Emperor Kangxi(1662-1723 ) of the Qing dynasty, the monument was raised

fi: EWEMTHENAR, HEREFARIR. QU FEERMT
Right : The Palace of Yellow Emperor is situated in eastern Xinmi where, it is said, the Yellow Emperor frained his
soldiers and designed his legendary military strategies




