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Aesthetic Spirit of Law

It is my great honor to be invited by Mr Qiu to write something

about the book. As a layman to law science, I am afraid that I am

incompetent to make any comments on legal issues. But it is within

my competency to talk something about my personal views about the

author and law from the perspective of aesthetics as well as my long-

time contact with Mr Qiu.

Twenty years ago, I got to know Mr Qiu when we cooperated in
aesthetics education at Chongqing Broadcast and, Television Universi-
ty. Later he shifted into law profession while I still moved on in the
field of aesthetics, but we kept in cooperation in research work. Mr
Qiu combined law and aesthetics and made great achievements. He
has published a work entitled On the Aesthetic Value of Law and at
present he is engaged in a project known as juri-aesthetics, which ,as
I know, is a thoroughly new area in China.

In my opinion, aesthetic spirit is embodied in what Mr Qiu has
done and is doing now. The ultimate goal that both law and aesthetics
seek is harmony and order. In the book before us, we can all see the
aesthetic spirit contained in the cases which the author believes de-
serve challenging. The author always believes in that a harmonious
and orderly society is sure to come by maintaining social justice.

Many gratitudes, I believe, should be granted to Mr Qiu, for he
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is the first one to combine law science and aesthetics, thus a new light
was cast both on law science and aesthetics. May all the readers

benefit from reading the book.
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Preface

It is not easy to get a book published, especially a book of which
the contents all come from the author’ s real experience and have been
refined by the author himself.

The readership of the book includes law students and teachers
from universities, researchers of law, judges, lawyers, in-house
counsels and the management in businesses.

The content of the book can be divided into eight chapters, with
each chapter as a topic in civil and business law. All these topics are
the hot spots in recent years. In each chapter, after explaining his ac-
ademic views on the topic, the author also presents a study on a
typical case which the author believes deserves challenging.

Many factors contribute to the misjudgment of a case, of which
currently the most common is the sympathy with the weak party on the
part of the judge. This kind of practice humanely can bring about
positive effect on social order, but it can also undermine the spirit of
equality and justice of law, thus in the long run, it can reduce the
trust that people have in law. So, the balance and coordination
between humanity and the rule of law, the author believes , will be a
new topic in legal research in the future.

At the end of the book a paper entitled On the Aesthetic Value of
Law is attached. In the view point of the author, law has a close
relation with aesthetics in that law contains something of aesthetics and
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it also embodies the content and value of aesthetics. The purpose of
the author to do so is to arouse a kind of aesthetic feeling in people
when they deal with law. In the long-standing legal career, the author
has been always in the belief that aesthetics and the science of law
have a common value, that is, harmony. The paper is also the
achievement the author made when he participated in the ninth-five-
year research project “school education research on aesthetic system
and aesthetic psychology” sponsored by the Ministry of Education ( the
paper first published in Academic Journal of Southwest Normal Univer-
sity, second issue,2002).

The author is grateful for the enlightenment on the formation of
the book coming from Mr Wu Liping, director of Literature and Histo-
ry Editing Section and Vice Editor-in-chief from Chongqing Publishing
House. His sincere gratitude will be extended to Mr Cui Ziting, Sen-
ior Judge and Director of Policy Research Division, Chongging Higher
People’ s Court, who spent a lot of time reviewing the book, forward-
ing his academic insight and contributed his calligraphy. Thanks also
go to Mr Xu Jianhua, Judge from First Civil Tribunal, Jiangbei Dis-
trict People’ s Court ,‘ Chonggqing for his advice and great support. The
author also wishes to thank Professor Zhao Lingli from Southwest Nor-
mal University, who was quite concerned with the birth of the book,
provided valuable constructive opinion about the structure of the book
and did the foreword to this book. Finally, the author is indebted to
the lawyers from Chongqing Yewei Law Firm, Miss Ji Lijuan, Mr Li
Jinhua ( now studying a Master’ s degree for International Economic
Law at Fudan University Law School) and Office Secretary, Qu Hao,
for their devotion to the publishing of the book.
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