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LESSON ONE

TEXT

A Housewife

—Margaret Johnson—

(Margaret Johnson is a housewife in her early fifties,
She lives with her husband Carl in a suburb of Pittsburgh,
While Carl works in the city center, Margaret stays ati

home and does the housework,)

Margaret Johnson was putting a load of laundry into
the washing machine when she heard a knock at the back
door, She guessed that it was Joan Waggoner from next
door, Mrs, Waggoner often drops in at about two in the
afternoon Margaret opened the door and her neighbor
came in, It was raining heavily outside, and Mrs, Waggo-
ner was wet and out of breath from running,

“Come in,” said Margaret, and she plugged in the
coffee~maker to make a pot of coffee, “Do you want a
cup?” she asked,

“Yes, I’d love some,” said Joan, “I hope I’m not dis-
turbing you, but I’ve run out of peas for dinner, and I
don’t want to go out to the supermarket in this rain,

Can I borrow a packety”



%Yes, of course you can,” said Margaret, and she vpen~
e’ the freezer, “Carl and I went to the food store on
Sunday, and bought enough food to last for weeks,” She
found a packet of peas for her friend, “Actually,i prefer
fresh vegetables to frozen ones, but it’s much more con-
venient to buyﬁin bulk, isn’t it9” she said,

They went into the living room to talk and drink
their coffee, Margaret turned on thie television, and they
watched a program while they talked,It was a soap opera
about a hospital, which both of them watch every day,
American housewives watch television a lot: during the
afternoon while they are working about the house, Mar-
garet has a small television in the kitchen which she uses
while she’s cooking, but whenever a friend deops in she
uses the one in the living room,The living room is more
comfortable and relaxing,

They watched television for about half an hour, and
then Joan stood up,“l must pick the children up from
school,” she said, taking her car keys from the pocket of
her jeans, “Mike has a football game, and Karen is on
the cheerleading team,” Margaret’s two children have
both left home: Carl, her son, is at college, and her
daughter Heather lives with her husband in Atlanta,
Margaret has less work to do now because the children
are not at home, there are fewer clothes to wash and
less food to cook, Sometimes, though, she gets very lone-
ly, because her husband is at the office all day, Mar-
garet is planning to find a job now, because she wants to
be more active, Before she married, she was a sales-




woman, and she wants to find a similar job again,

The laundry was finished by the time Joan left, so
Margaret pul the wet clothes into the drier, and thea she
put the coffee cups into the dishwasher, Before starting
to cook dinner, Margaret vacuumed the three bedrooms:
upstairs, and cleaned Carl’s study, At 5:00 she began to
cook, She put some potatoes into the oven, thes took a
casserole out of the fridge and put it into the micrgwave,
Everything was ready when Car]l got home at 5:48,

There’ s always so much housework to do, she thought,
You can work all day and you never finish, Husbands
and children never appreciate how hard arhousewife  has
to work, No osme.. ever thanks you, or notices what
you’ve done, and you don’t get paid, What a difey

NEW WORDS
Margaret {’ma:gorit) f, - Waggoner [/ weegsna] s,
27 T0E A
Johnson [/ &onsn) s, M coffee~maker
housewife (/hauswaif) n, (’ kofimeika) »,. (;tmnﬂa
KEEX )&
Carl (ka:l) m, RIR _pot [pot) ., B, "
Pittsburgh L’pltsba g] n “disturb [dls’te bj v —'Fﬁ;,
L& CRERT) ®RaL SR
load (laud) n, -—‘iﬁ o pea [pi:j n, E‘jﬁ
laundry (’lo:ndri) =, supermarket , - . tioy
ERORR, %RE (/sju:po/ ma:kith. s 8
Joan (dgoun} f, oo & B u




packet (/peekit) n, /h4,

/M

freezer (/fri:zo) n, WU
Bl, MK

prefer (pri‘fa:) v, EHXK,
TROGEE)

convenient (kon’vi:niant)
a, AW, JTEKN

bulk (balky n, KB

kitchen C’kitfon) n, B

comfortable [/ kamfatabh
a fFEM, BRI

relaxing C(ri’leeksip) a, 8
AR, HAREA

jean (dzi:nl n, 4474, T
¥

Mike (maik) m, JBRE

Karen(ko’ren// ka:ran)f,
£

cheerleading (’tfia\li:dig)
n, MIBLEAGHBA

Heather (“helo) f, #%

Atlanta (ot/leento) n, W
2K (REET)

lonely (’launliy a, FAIREY,
HER

saleswoman (/seilz ‘wuman)
nEWRR, FHEER

similar (/simile) o, MW

drier (“draia) n, Fi#L

dishwasher (/dif’ wafo) n,
VeBRAL

vacuum [/veekjusm) v, B
B AR

oven (‘Avn) n, ¥, -

casserole [/ keesaraul) n,
AERNHRES, FI

fridge fridg) n, k8

microwave
' maikroweiv) n, &k ()

appreciate (& pri:fieit) v,

E, BEI, ERTH

PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

1, a load of laundry
2, drop in

3,out of breath

4, plug in

8, run out of

—E(HBERDRR
MR AR £ 5

A :
B BGRR W
Misg



6, in bulk Kty KB, B
7, soap opera A ) R g R
8, pick sb, up (H%E) #A
9, cheerleading team BR oHE BA

NOTES

1, MFAFEPH m, = masculine (§4); {, =feminine (K4,
s, =surname (i),

2, Margaret Johnson, FMSHH4: 28y
BHAREL—~BEFRIAR, WEIE FEIE, BF
HERARERA AR, EEKRARAERS. W,

Richard Grant Walker
. TACE S PHET 43
TR Mr, Mrs, Miss 5 Rl HC7E itk 5504 1 45 SR B TR, TR B G
ZFWWE, I L#,
Mr, Walker (ERPAE)
Mr, Richard Walker (BEXNAR
fERBER, Mr, Richard

3, a load of laundry —3(#Eeay)) KR
laundry AT AFTARN, HEXD “WKRE” , “EXE",
{ERT ¥4 Ant, HBCR “HRETE W XR” . A
AR SR, SRR TR BB HE PR s R SR ke,
LI a (big/small) load of laundry, tA[LIfH%a pile
of++”, “a heap of--” ® “a lot of-” HMARK R K
#.

4, +—-when she heard a knock at the back door,

i whenfe A A7 i B B R “IEZEX B, #1124 Fand then,
IS H B AREN when AFRFRWR, HATEIE

5




H, S8 —A W A A TSR 200 S5, LB
4K, s ~

1 was listening in the language lab when I suddenly
felt the pain WEAFEHLREVZE, RARI—BEN,
My paper was typed and ready to turn in when my
brother spilled his ink all over it RINWXEITH, H&
E%, #AXHRAAEBK EWELET,

EE, whenfeX BN, FREESY, EMENZA, §
B RE SR,

5, ---and she opened the freezer,
freezer (CI, refrigerator) RAKHLERYE #R, —BWH¥
B ZF10°C, B LI RMK — &, 17 DR AFIEHR AkE
(refrigerator) H—E 7>,
refrigerator YK, TR M RBMA—&, RES D £,
HBE— B A5°C H. B ERTU B AEHS
(freezer) TN WA HTMAKE, HHREAK Xk #HL
XFhokg, @A refrigerator,

6, Actually, I prefer fresh vegetables to frozen ones, -
Hme, RETRFEHHEE, FERLHHER
1) Zhidlprefer WHABERE “BER” , “TERE®H 7.

ETATFTHEHS. :

A, prefer + ZF (A1) +to+ BF(FH AW, W,
I prefer economics to pblitics, REKSHEEETE
W¥.

He said he preferred doing somthing to doing
nothing ¥t 7 BT K44, TRERRE,
B, prefer+HARER. W
I prefer to work, RTEI4E,
prefer MY, HAFERFENKE, FE




~ MR BT R B iR ok, RERAL B NOR
B, WAEMLELER rather than, RFHFELA—
AR oA ER, W,
[ prefer to work rather than remain idle,
By BLETRREHE.

C, prefer+that &), i,
Our teacher prefers that we have the discussion
right after the lecture, AW BT ERERIN—Ir5E
PR 1T I8,
prefer JFHM that WAIMGHHBAT RN preferfs
EREAERWE LN, Bl EaATEOs.

Our teacher prefers us to discuss right after the
lecture,
2) ones AR one WEEBR, AR RENE
RBIMH vegetables, 1,
1 don’t like black-white TV sets, I like colour
ones, RAEHKEAHMN, REKEEN,
Cf, fRlit,
fRiA it # one |MATFHRABRRIRALW Y, HE
IR EOEXRAFAN, it BREEWERBBILKN F—
tEY), T one RRFTAMERIEBIHFE—KFEY. it
BTHEAANET,
I don’t like that car, I like this one, BAFWKIPIK
:':F" &g‘%ﬁ—ﬁo
1 didn’t like that car until I drove it, BF TiXWELL

FABEKE.
7. What a life;  XRfHARKAERM



I.

EXERCISES TO THE TEXT

Comprehension Check
1. Read the following statemenis and decide whether they are
TRUE or FALSE,
——1) Margaret Johnson works in the center of
Pittsburgh,
——2) Margaret Johnson visited her neighbor,
——38) Mrs, Waggoner borrowed seme peas from Mrs,
Johnson,
——4) Mrs, Waggoner lent some peas to Mrs,
Johnson,
——5) Mrs, Waggoner and Mrs, Johnson watched
television in the kitchen,
——6) Margaret and Joan watched television for
about 30 minutes,
——7) Margaret’s son had a football game,
——8) Margaret’s daughter lives in Atlanta,
——9) Mrs, Johnson’s children appreciate the work
she does about the house,
——10) Margaret wants to find a new job,

-2, Answer the following, gquestions,

8

1) Where was Margaret putting the laundry when
Mrs, Waggoner visited? .

2) Did Mrs, Waggoner knock on the front door or
the back doorg

3) Where does Mrs, Waggoner live?

4) Why did Margaret guess her visitor was Mrs,



5)

6)
7)
8)
9)

10)

1D
-12)
13)
14)
" 15)
16)
1

18)
19)

20)

N
i

Waggoner?

Why didn’t Mrs, Waggoner want to go to the
supermarket?

Did Mrs, Johnson have any peas?

Where did Margaret gy the peas?

Does Margaret prefer Jesh or frozen'vegetables?
Did they watch television in the kitchen or in
the living room?

Do American housewives watch a lot of televi-
sion?

Why did ‘they watch television in the lividg room?
How long did they watch television?

Is Mike ‘Margaret’s son or Joan’s son?

Does Margaret’s son live at home?

Why does Margaret get very lonely sometimes?
Why does Margaret want to find a job?

Did Margaret put the wet clothes in the dish-
washer or in the drier?

Where did Margaret put the coffee cups after they
finished their coffeeq e

Did Mrs, Johnson start to cook dinkér when
Mrs, Waggoner visited herq Coe '
Where are the bedrooms? 5 :

1. vocabulary Extension SR
1, Match the words and phrases 10 their definitions,

1) to disturb ——a) the outlying’ areas of
S X1 ) whtre people

live 7170 H2aAW {f
2) living room — b iwoman < kéid ‘of a

[



family, who does the
_cleaning, ocooking,
shopping, etc,

3) soap opera ., —=—c¢) clathes which need to
be washed
4) supermarket ——d) a person who lives
next door |
5) to appreciate ——e) to bother; to annoy
. 6)_neighbor + ——f) a room for entertaining
visitors
-~ 7). suburbs . - ——g) a, weekday TV serial

+ about the daily. lives
; _ : .. .0f morma} people
8) laundry .- =—h) to.clean, using an a-

. ppliance which sucks in
A (dirt agd dust
9) to vacuum ,—-——i):la;rgg_saé!ep‘gw@ege one
' eserves‘:oneself\ with food
: : 1. ~and : goods
10) housewife —-—J) to he grateful for
P -8, Housekold Appliances. Lt e i

What householdeapphance wuuil(d yog uss, to
1) make a pot of coffeeq. s y
2) clean floors and carpetsp . : .. E
3) wash dirty dishesy '
.. - 4) cqok dinnery
.. -§)-keep fresh food cold?
6) wash dirty elothes?
s YoDodsy wet laundeyy o - et

¢

e

oo




