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 Unit 71

on Leadership

Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee, both military leaders during the U.S. Civil
War, were very different men. But, in spite of their differences, they shared a
common goal — one nation, with liberty and justice for all.

GRANT AND LEE'

Bruce Catton

When Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee met in the parlor of a mod-
est house at Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on April 9, 1865, to work
out the terms for the surrender of Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, a great
chapter in American life came to a close, and a great new chapter began.

These men were bringing the Civil War to its virtual finish. To be sure, 5
other armies had yet to surrender, and for a few days the fugitive Confed-
erate government would struggle desperately and vainly, trying to find some
way to go on living now that their chief support was gone. But in effect it
was all over when Grant and Lee signed the papers. And the little room
where they wrote out the terms was the scene of one of the poignant, 10
dramatic contrasts in American history.

They were two strong men, these oddly different generals, and they
represented the strengths of two conflicting currents that, through them,
had come into final collision.

Back of Robert E. Lee was the notion that the old aristocratic concept 15
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might somehow survive and be dominant in American life.

Lee was tidewater Virginia?, and in his background were family, cul-
ture and tradition — the age of chivalry transplanted to a New World which
was making its own legends and its own myths. He embodied a way of life
that had come down through the age of knighthood and the English country
squire. America was a land that was beginning all over again, dedicated to
nothing much more complicated than the rather hazy belief that all men had
equal rights and should have an equal chance in the world. In such a land
Lee stood for the feeling that it was somehow of advantage to human soci-
ety to have a pronounced inequality in the social structure. Lee embodied
the noblest elements of this aristocratic ideal. For four years, the Southern
states had fought a desperate war to uphold the ideals for which Lee stood.
In the end, it almost seemed as if the Confederacy fought for Lee; as if he
himself was the Confederacy — the best thing that the way of life for
which the Confederacy stood could ever have to offer. He had passed into
legend before Appomattox.

Grant, the son of a tanner on the Western frontier, was everything Lee
was not.* He had come up the hard way and embodied nothing in particular
except the eternal toughness and sinewy fiber of the men who owed rever-
ence and obeisance to no one, who were self-reliant to a fault, who cared
hardly anything for the past but who had a sharp eye for the future.

The frontier men were the precise opposites of the tidewater aristocrats.
Back of them, in the great surge that had taken people over the Alleghenies
and into the opening Western country, there was a deep, implicit dissatis-
faction with a past that had settled into grooves. They stood for democracy,
not from any reasoned conclusion about the proper ordering of human
society, but simply because they had grown up in the middle of democracy
and knew how it worked. Their society might have privileges, but they would
be privileges each man had won for himself. Forms and patterns meant
nothing. No man was born to anything, except perhaps to a chance to show
how far they could rise. Life was competltlon

Yet along with this feeling had come a deep sense of belongmg toa
national community. The Westerner who developed a farm, opened a shop,
or set up in business as a trader, could hope to prosper only as his own
community prospered — and his community ran from the Atlantic to the
Pacific and from Canada down to Mexico. If the land was settled, with
town and highways and accessible markets, he could better himself. He

saw his fate in terms of the nation’s own destiny. As its horizons expanded, -

so did his. He had, in other words, an acute dollars-and-cents stake in the
continued growth and development of his country.
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And that, perhaps, is where the contrast between Grant and Lee be-
comes most striking. The Virginia aristocrat lived in a static society which
could endure almost anything except change. Instinctively, his first loyalty
would go to the locality in which that society existed. He would fight to the
limit of endurance to defend it, because in defending it he was defending
everything that gave his own life the deepest meaning.

The Westerner, on the other hand, would fight with an equal tenacity
for the broader concept of society. He fought so because everything he
lived by was tied to growth, expansion, and a constantly widening horizon.
What he lived by would survive or fall with the nation itself. He could not
possibly stand by unmoved in the face of an attempt to destroy the Union.
He would combat it with everything he had, because he could only see it as
an effort to cut the ground out from under his feet.

So Grant and Lee were in complete contrast, representing two dia-
metrically opposed elements in American life. Grant was the modern man
emerging; beyond him, ready to come on the stage, was the great age of
steel and machinery, of crowded cities and a restless burgeoning vitality.
Lee might have ridden down from the old age of chivalry, lance in hand,
silken banner fluttering over his head. Each man was the perfect champion
of his cause, drawing both his strengths and his weaknesses from the people
he led.

Yet it was not all contrast, after all. Different as they were — in
background, in personality, in underlying aspiration — these two great sol-
diers had much in common. Under everything else, they were marvelous
fighters. Furthermore, their fighting qualities were really very much alike.

Each man had, to begin with, the great virtue of utter tenacity and
fidelity. Grant fought his way down the Mississippi Valley in spite of acute
personal discouragement and profound military handicaps. Lee hung on in
the trenches at Petersburg after hope itself had died. In each man there
was an indomitable quality ... the born fighter’s refusal to give up as long
as he can still remain on his feet and lift his two fists.

Daring and resourcefulness they had, too; the ability to think faster f

and move faster than the enemy. These were the qualities which gave Lee
the dazzling campaigns of Second Manassas and Chancellorsville and won
Vicksburg for Grant.

Lastly, and perhaps greatest of all, there was the ability, at the end, to
turn quickly from war to peace once the fighting was over. Out of the way
these two men behaved at Appomattox came the possibility of a peace of
reconciliation. It was a possibility not wholly realized, in the years to come,
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but which did, in the end, help the two sections to become one nation again 95
— after a war whose bitterness might have seemed to make such a reunion

wholly impossible.* No part of either man’s life became him more than the

part he played in their brief meeting in the McLean house at Appomattox.

Their behavior there put all succeeding generations of Americans in their

debt. Two great Americans, Grant and Lee — very different, yet under 100
everything very much alike. Their encounter at Appomattox was one of the

great moments of American history.
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* parlor /'pa:lo/ n. R, REZE
modest /'modist/ a. not very big , expensive, etc.; unpretentious in
appearance T~ K K#); APEKAEH
virtual /'vsitfusl / a. actual KA L&y, FFRLEM
* fugitive /'fjudzitiv/ a. trying to escape #£T-89
desperately /'desporotl/ ad. in a desperate way RE—03t; 4783
* poignant /'pomjont/ a. painfully sharp; deeply moving 3% 2\49; HIRT
HAH
contrast /'’kontra:st/ n. sk, AR
oddly /'pdli/ ad. strangely # 4% 3&
conflicting /kan'fliktiy/ a. being contradictory or contrary to each other #8
7+ R _
current /'’karant/ n. A, KK, S
* aristocratic /@nsto'kretik/ a. of the noble class F#&#4)
* tidewater /'taidworta/ a. H#KBRRE; (RE) T REMNEKHRY
* chivalry /'ftvalry/ n. BEHE; BERMGR)
* transplant /trens'plamt/ v. move sth. from one place to another 4, #B#
* legend /'ledzand/ n. Ht, HHHE
myth /mi6/ n. AhiE
* embody /im'body/ v. indicate; include #&A3; @fé_\
* knighthood /'narthud/ n. (EA4R) Tt Bl
* squire /'skwars/ n. (&) 5%
* dedicate /'dedikert/ v. devote (esp. oneself) to a special task or purpose
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* hazy /'heizv/ a. vague; indistinct AE#I4), REAHY

inequality /irkwolsty/ n. N
* uphold /ap'hauld/ v. maintain; give support to X3, 447
* tanner /'tenas/ n. #EL, AT
frontier /'franitia/ n. AR FRIRE L%
* eternal /'t3mal/ a. constant; always existing KA}, Kig#)
toughness /'tafnis/ n. L, BA
* sinewy /'smju/ a. muscular; strong ALK K& 6G, ERiEe)
fiber /'faiba/ n. i, i, MR
* reverence /'revarans/ n. =28,
* obeisance /ou'bersans/ n. AL, WE
4 surge /sa:d3/ n. SR L, &%
4 implicit /im'plisit/ a. implied though not plainly expressed & #A#),
2EH
* groove /gruv/ n. w, 1
democracy /di'mokrast/ n. RiE; KEIH
* ordering /'a:darmy/ n. ZH, TR
privilege /'privilidz/ n. B HE
trader /'trexds/ n. A
* prosper /'prospa/ v. thrive %R, >t
accessible /ok'sesabl/ a. that can readily be reached, entered, used or un-
derstood L. #A. A REMHY
* destiny /'destin/ n. iE; R
horizon /ho'ratzan/ n. WK, CH, M
acute /o'kjut/ a. intense; serious & AL4y; S EH
stake /steik/ n. FEX A
static /'stetik/ a. not acting or changing #1L#9, 458y
instinctively /m'stigktivly ad. by instinct AfE3, KA
* tenacity /t'nzsaty/ n. ik, B&
combat /'’kombet/ v. fight against 5---8%
emerge /imadz/ v. come up or out into view; become known #33R;
2E
* burgeon /'bs:dzen/ v. put out young shoots; bud &£ ¥, 4 &
* vitality /var'tzlot/ n. ARH AM
* jance /lamns/ n. * ¥
silken /'silkkan/ a. made of silk; soft as silk %%|45; £—H#)
banner /'bena/ n. %, AR
* flutter /'flata/ v. make small gentle movements in the air #4%, W |
: h
champion /'tfzmpion/ n. AE; 1A
* underlying /.Ands'lany/ a. real but not immediately obvious # 5 A 425
ARERE




aspirstion /asparerfan/ n.

iter /'ata/ a.

fidelity /fi'delatl/ n.

military /'militor// a.

handicap /hendikep/ n.
trench /trent{/ n.

* indomitable /in'domitabl/ a.

¢ iesourcefulness /ri'soisfulnis/ n.
* dazziing /'dezlig/ a.

-

campaign /kem'pemn/ n.
* reconciliation /rekansilreifon/ n.
section /'sekfan/ n.
bitterness /'bitonis/ n.
*reunion /ritjumjen/ n.
debt /det/ n.

A6, R

complete T 24

,‘l\’;i,&; RBR

of or relating to soldiers or armed forces & F#)
R, A At

#, AR

unyielding; stubbornly persistent /& 4249
RE %%

blinding temporarily the sight by an excess of light;
very impressive and attractive B B #9; 3F L&Y
BAR; B3

Fofif

Ha

Pulk; &

H¥; KRS

s Atk BX

ARE ERXMIE  —MERAL  RAERAL  ERERAL
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come to a close
bring ... to a finish
in effect

ceane into collision
come down

to a fault
in terms of
have a stake in

stand by
cut the ground out from under sb.’s feet

Phvases and

come to anend %%

end - &%, XY

in fact £&F L

conflict (with) 73, =k

pass between people (over a long period of time)

RAET %

excessively; too much it %3, &AM

with respect to; in relationto X F, #---?F
have a strong connection with (because sb. has in-
vested money, effort, etc. in sth., or because its
success or failure will affect sb.) &5---HHIEX
s

watch without taking action #4F %%

upset the plans of sb. or make sb.’s ideas seem less
impressive by doing sth. before them or having bet-
ter ideas 6K #IABHMEA 3T ) R A
LR EA



in contrast
have ... in common

hang on

Ulysses S. Grant /ju:'lisi:z graint/

Robert E. Lee /'robat li/
Appomattox /.&pa'matoks/
Virginia /va'dzmjo/

New World

Allegheny /.eli'gemy/

Atlantic /ot'leentik/

Pacific /pa'sifik/

Canada /'kanado/

Mexico /'mekstkou/
Mississippi /musi'sip/ Valley
Petersburg /'pi:tozba:g/
Second Manassas /ma'nsas/
Chancellorsville /'tfamnsalozvil/
Vicksburg /'viksb3:g/

being opposite or different F8A

have the same interests, attitudes, etc. (as sb. else)
5 AERZ4L

continue to do sth. although it is very difficult; persist

L5
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1. The text is taken from A Stillness at Appomattox (1953) by Bruce Catton, a Michigan-born
newspaperman who became one of America’s leading historians of the Civil War. A Stillness at
Appomattox earned him both the Pulitzer Prize for the writing of history and the National Book

Award.

2. Lee was tidewater Virginia: 25 357 J& WM AR H ¥R A
tidewater 357 MR, HER b AT FHRIZ 15 36 [ v 0T R
3. Grant, the son of a tanner on the Western frontier, was everything Lee was not.. This sentence
means that Grant was the exact opposite of Lee in terms of backgrouhd, culture and tradition.




BNy, XAAEDEFIETHRILTY, SE8ARARE.

- It was a possibility not wholly realized, in the years to come, but which did, in the end, help the
two sections to become one nation again — after a war whose bitterness might have seemed to
make such a reunion wholly impossible.: XA E K H BRI INRBIH —Fh
Rt EEERRXMAURBERAERNMGEEEREA - TEX—LHRELL TH4
—iF R, ARG F A NS EEXFERE PR AT i L.

fJ9 It was a possibility f£2F ), “which did ... help ...” J& possibility HIE#EMNA].

fomprehension Check

I. Answer the following questions according to the text.

What ideals did Grant and Lee hold respectively?
Why did Grant tie his fate to that of the country?

Why do Americans owe a debt to Lee who fought against the Union as well as Grant?
How do you define a hero?

b

I1. Find the choice that best completes each of the following statements.

1. When Grant and Lee met at Appomattox on April 9, 1865, the Confederate government

A. had fallen apart

B. had surrendered to the North

C. was trying in vain to escape its doomed fate

D. was seeking support to win the losing war
2. Lee came from

A. anoble family B. a poor family
C. a humble family ’ D. a legendary family
3. Grant and Lee were different from each other in all of the following except
A. their political views B. their family background
C. their way of conducting the battle D. their dedication to their cause

4. The frontier men were not afraid of changes because

A. they had nothing to lose since they were not born with a silver spoon in their mouths
B. they were moving from place to place all through their life-
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C. they had a better sense of equality
D. both Aand C
5. The U. S. as a nation owes a great deal to the two generals for their
A. military talent
B. bravery and resourcefulness
C. willingness to make peace soon after the war
D. great contribution to the expansion of the west

Hocabulary

1. Fill in the blanks with words or phrases listed below, using the proper forms.
uphold dedicate = cometoaclose  modest privilege  in terms of
to afault  reunion encounter owe ...to embody vitality
in vain
1. It was his chance with a physicist in one of the lectures he attended in his
university days that led him to doing scientific research.
2. The duty of the police is to the law by arresting people who break it.
3. The Statue of Liberty the freedom immigrants wanted to find in America.
4. As ajunior clerk in a manufacturing company, he lives on a income in a

11. Replace the underlined words or phrases with the words or phrases in the text, using

house in a suburb.
5. When asked about her view on the generation gap, the author said that she
much her parents for their great patience with her during her rebellious youth.
His proposal was denied, so he did all the work '
In a country where there are still not many schools, education is a
Aunt Kathy wants everything in her house to be exactly right; she is neat
Though weak in health, he never lost the and creative power of genius.
10. The term , Martha dreamed of bathing in the sun on the beach of the South.

0o xS

the proper forms.

1. Surrounded on all sides by the PLA soldiers, the enemy laid down their arms.

2. Great changes have taken place in all aspects of our life over the past two decades.

3. All the suggestions made by the technical innovators are included in the revised production
plan. .

4. Several investors withdrew their capital from the project, upsetting the company’s plan to
put its new line of products on the market in the spring.

5. As the war was about to end, reconstruction was already under way in some parts of the
country.




