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A hundred and fifty-six years ago, Britain started the Opium War against

China and forced the defeated Qing court to cede Hong Kong Island to it, thus
initiating the drive of the Western Powers to partition Chinese territory. Later,
it seized the southern part of the Kowloon Peninsula and compelled China to
lease to it large tracts of land in the northern part of that peninsula up to the
Shenzhen River as well as more than 200 islands, calling the area the "New
Territories". In the one and a half centuries since then, the Chinese people have
never forgotten this historical humiliation. It has become a sacred mission of
the Chinese nation to reunify the motherland, including the recovery of Hong
Kong, a mission they have vowed to fulfill.

After the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Chinese gov-
ernment declared that Hong Kong is part of the territory of China, that it does
not recognize the three unequal treaties imposed by Britain on the country, and
that it stands for a peaceful settlement of this question left over from the past
through negotiations at an appropriate time.

At the end of the 1970s, China entered a new period, a period character-
ized by an emphasis on economic construction as the centre of all work and by
a policy of reform and opening to the outside world. Benefited from the open-
ing of the vast inland areas, the Hong Kong economy grew rapidly with added
vitality. By that time, the idea of "one country, two systems" conceived by
Comrade Deng Xiaoping as a principle for the reunification of the motherland
had already taken shape, and the time was finally ripe for a settlement of the
question of Hong Kong.

The negotiations on Hong Kong between the Chinese and British govern-
ments began in September, 1982 and continued for more than two years. On
December 19, 1984, the two governments signed the Joint Declaration of the
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
the Government of the People's Republic of China on the Question of Hong

Kong, which affirms that the Chinese government would resume sovereignty



over Hong Kong with effect from July 1, 1997 and that the British government
would restore Hong Kong to China on the same day. This marked the incep-
tion of the transitional period preceding the return of Hong Kong to the em-
brace of the motherland.

The Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region was
adopted in April, 1990 as the fundamental law governing the future special
administrative region. It has embodied the "one country, two systems" concept
and spelt out the policies of the Chinese government regarding Hong Kong in
the form of law. It stipulated that, in accordance with the "one country, two
systems" concept, the previous capitalist system and way of life of Hong Kong
will remain unchanged for 50 years, that the laws currently in force in Hong
Kong will remain basically unchanged, that the government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region will be composed of local inhabitants, and that
the region will enjoy a high degree of autonomy.

In the transitional period, which has continued for close to 13 years, there
has been friendly cooperation as well as twists and turns that tend to impede a
smooth transition. But, after all, the return of Hong Kong accords with the
feelings of the people and the general course of events ; the trend of history is
irreversible. Thanks to the concerted endeavors of the people of all circles in
Hong Kong who cherish both the motherland and the place where they live,
Hong Kong has been able to preserve its prosperity and stability and the people
there have continued to live and work in peace and contentment.

Soon the bell will toll the return of Hong Kong to mark a great moment at
the turn of the century. The compilation and publication of this album of pho-
tographs to celebrate the success of the Chinese nation in wiping out a century-
old humiliation and to wish Hong Kong a brighter future is an event of great
significance. Looking back on the past and forward to the future, we may pre-
dict with perfect confidence that, relying on the prosperous development of
the motherland and the industry and ingenuity of the six million local compa-
triots, Hong Kong is bound to have an even more splendid future in the 21st

century.

Qian Qi Chen
1997.4
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Mr Deng Xiaoping and Mrs Margaret Thatcher
greeted the public figures of various circles from
Hong Kong at the signing ceremony for the Sino-
British Joint Declaration on the Question of Hong
Kong.
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At midnight of June 30, 1997, Hong Kong's
solemn handover ceremony is held at the
extension of the Hong Kong Convention and
Exhibition Centre by the Chinese and British
governments.
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An impression of Hong Kong's new airport at
Chek Lap Kok in the year 2040.



