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Dali has long history and developed economy. More than 4,000 years ago,
ancestors were boring, living and working here, and created earlier culture having
same step with Chinese civilization. Regional regime sprang up in Tang, Song
dynasty--- Nanzhao(an ancient kingdom in Tang dynasty), DaLi Kingdom let it
be promoted to higher position, this influenced deeply in Chinese history. As the
capital of Nanzhao(an ancient kingdom in Tang dynasty), Dali country, Dali is
the cultural center of Central Plains (comprising the middle and lower reaches of
the Huanghe River), each nationality of Yunnan and each country of Southeast
Asia; is named as crossing of Asian culture and one of world” s 15 big cities in
old time. Splendid history produced glorious culture, because of being the former
capital of Nanzhao(an ancient kingdom in Tang dynasty) , Dali Kingdom, Dali
culture has developed to a period of full bloom, created extensive basic structure
of Dali culture which took the culture of Bai nationality as the dominant factor
during culture communication between China and world, especially in Buddhism.
Today the three pagodas used to be situated in Chongsheng Temple at the foot of
Cangshan Mountain and on the shores of Erhai Lake is one of the most typical |
brilliant historical heritage, which was generated in this period and witness this
splendid history.

Dali Chongsheng Temple, built in Nanzhao (an ancient kingdom in Tang
dynasty) Buddhism period , the most splendid period , its ground is 7 i (1 li equates
to 500 meters), there are 3 pavilions, 7 stories, 9 halls, 891 rooms, 11,400
buddhas. Spent bronze 40,550 jin (a traditional unit of weight, equivalent to 0.5
kilogram or 1.102 pounds). It is the center of Dali Kingdom in ancient time, and
has the fame of “Buddha center”. The three lofty Pagodas which reach to the sky,
famous big Jianji Bell, Yutong Kwan-yin (The Goddess of Mercy) Statue which
is like Wu Daozi paintings, and Huayan 3 Saint Statues and “Buddha center”
board which is script by eminent monk, Yuanhu Great master are 5 important
parts, letting this old temple be glorious. At the same time, the 9 kings of Dali
Kingdom who were free from vulgarity made this imperial temple become full of
power and grandeur, it became the biggest Buddha temple and communicating
hub of Buddhism culture in Southeast Asia. In Ming dynasty, Chinese great
geographer, Xu Xiake came to Dali, he ever stayed at Chongsheng Temple at
night, he described it as follows:

The three pagodas form a beautiful triangle, middle pagoda, the biggest of the
three, is square with sixteen stories, surrounded by high pine trees. Standing
opposite to the three pagodas Bell Tower is in the west, it’ s pretty magnificent.
A Big bell in the tower is several chi (a traditional unit of length, one meter is three
chi) thick, its diameter is more than one zhang (3.333 meters), it has been cast in
Meng’s period, sound can be heard in eighty- 1i (1 li is 500 meters) place. Main
Hall is behind the tower, then is the tablet, including four tablets written by Le
Huanghua of Zhongxi. Its back is the Yuzhu Kwan-yin Hall , the standing statue
is bronze casting and three zhang (3.333 meters) high. Statues in winding corridor
are in good order. Therefore, maintained and rebuilt by Dali scholar, Li Yuanyang,
etc in Ming dynasty kept the temple original style with grand scale.

Since late Qing dynasty, Chongsheng Temple repeatedly came under attack,




became worse and worse on account of war and the changes of the times: chaos caused
by war in Xianfeng, Tongzhi of Qing dynasty, serious earthquake in 1925 AD and the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution(1966-1977), destroyed this city seriously, only
survived the Three Pagodas. Especially many precious cultural relics disappeared in the
earthquake of 1925 AD, flame of “Buddha center” became gray.

Setting up of New China brought gleam of hope to the Three Pagodas of
Chongsheng Temple which stand for historical culture and civilization of Dali. Since
it is published as the first major historical and cultural sites under state protection by the
State Council, the cultural relic protection department of state, province, prefecture and
city put into manpower and material resources to maintain Chongsheng Temple and
unearth cultural relics many times, and about 680 cultural relics were unearthed in 1978,
the value of cultural relics and culture draw people’s attention to this old temple again.

In 1990s, Taking reform and open as a turning point, Dali people who take carrying
forward national culture as their own responsibility try to develop Dali historical culture
step by step with heroic spirit:

In 1995, Dali Culture Bureau worked out the Three Pagodas of Chongsheng
Temple in Dali construction and protection programme, and ratified by State Cultural
Relic Bureau. N

In 1996, according to plan, built Santa Yuan Hotel (Yunnan cultural relic cadre
training center, state cultural relic cadre training base).

In 1997, acquired land 126 mu (a traditional unit of area) at back area of the Three
Pagodas of Chongsheng(esteem holiness) Temple, rebuilt Nanzhao(an ancient king-
dom in Tang dynasty) Jianji bell tower and recast Jianji bell.

In 1998, accomplished lighting project of the Three Pagodas and built Juyingchi
lake

In 1999, rebuilt Yutong Kwan-yin hall and recast Yutong Kwan-yin.

In 2000, cast 4 Kwan-yin statues and back area of the Three Pagodas construction
memorial vessel.

In 2001, copied and amplified Nanzhao(an ancient kingdom in Tang dynasty)
painting commentaries, Zhangshengwen picture scroll to put in Yutong Kwan-yin Hall,
and acquired 164 mu(a traditional unit of area) army camping ground, moved army auto
campsite and engineer campsite.

In 2002, accomplished projects for renovation and expansion of front area of the
Three Pagodas.

In 2002, in terms of prefecture, city Party Committee and government overall
arrangement, the Three Pagodas of Chongsheng Temple garden was rent by Dali travel
group, Dali city Culture Bureau worked hard and set up engineering command post for
rebuilding Chongsheng Temple according to the introduction spirit from leaders of
state, province, prefecture and city , about developing culture and travel culture
connotation, rebuilding Chongsheng Temple as soon as possible , and changing present
situation that there are pagodas but no temple at the Three Pagodas of Chongsheng
Temple. They stepped into a new march:

On July 20th, 2002 first trailed on Programme of restoring Chongsheng Temple
by Municipal Party Committee, The Municipal Government

On March 24th, 2003 passed Programme of restoring Chongsheng Temple by
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principle after reviewing by prefecture, Municipal Party Committee, The Municipal
Government.

On May 20th, 2003 deliberated the amendment draft of Programme of restoring
Chongsheng Temple by Municipal Party Committee, The Municipal Government.

On June 13th, 2003 deliberated the amendment draft of Programme of restoring
Chongsheng Temple which was adjusted according to May 20th meeting essence by
prefecture, Municipal Party Committee, The Municipal Government.

On June 23, 2003 the Municipal Commission and the Municipal Government censored
for the last time. The Scheme of the Project for Recovering and Reconstructing the
Chongsheng Temple, and decided to verify the scheme. They command an immediate setout
of the engineering planning for recovering and reconstructing the Chongsheng Temple and
the requisition for the 600-mu land for the recovery project.

On August 18, 2003, there was the Commencement Ceremony of the Project for
Recovering and Reconstructing the Chongsheng Temple.

On February 26, 2004, the Project for Recovering and Reconstructing the Chongsheng
Temple was formally started.

On February 9, 2005, the Project for Recovering and Reconstructing the Chongsheng
Temple was accomplished in main and the temple was put into the tentative operation.

On April 22, 2005, the Project for Recovering and Reconstructing the Chongsheng
Temple was fundamentally completed.

The total investment the Project for Recovering and Reconstructing the Chongsheng
Temple was 1.82 billion Yuan. The temple covers an area of 388 mu, including 20080 i
main buildings. There are 578 bronze statues of Buddha, 39 pieces of music instruments used
in Buddhist mass, which have consumed nearly a thousand pounds of bronze. It took 4 years
to complete the Project from planning and designing. The reconstruction program was
carried under the lead of the Dali District and Municipal Government and the Party
Committee supervised the reconstruction program, and the headquarter of the recovering
and reconstructing project directed the construction. It is overall a systematical and gigantic
project, involving many units and people. It is a crystallization of the collective wisdom of
the people.

The Chongsheng Temple extends in the east from the rare wall of the Yutong Kwan-
yin Hall to the Cangshan Mountain in the west, and reaches the altitude of 2199 meters above
sea level, with a total length of 1136 meters. It borders the racecourse of the Antique Square
(gu jie chang) on the Street of the Third Lunar Month Fair (San yue jie) in the south, and the
Cang’ er Golf Course in the north, the width being 352 meters. The whole land is tilted form
west to east, with a slope of 12-15%, and the margin of the height between the north and the
south is 2.7 meters. Mei rivulet, one of the eighteen rivulets of Cangshan Mountain,
originated from Cangshan Mountain flowing through this land from west to east. Mei rivulet
is 7-15 meters in depth and 30 meters in width.

The construction headquarter complied with the requirements from the leaders of Dali
District and Municipal government and experts concerned, that is, to base on the history and
surpass the past, to steadily create better and better fine works of arts. The headquarter also
studied the arrangement characteristics of some famous foreign Buddhist temples >, and
revised the engineering plan for nine times. The guideline of the arranging and designing is
to absorb the essence of architectures in the history and borrow the characteristics of




arrangement of the famous Buddhist temples home and abroad, to combine the stateliness
with gracefulness, the royal dignity with local nation’ s characteristics in the construction
of the Chongsheng Temple. To protect the Three Buddhist Pagodas, the construction will be
based on the completed construction such as the Bell-tower, Yutong Kwan-yin Hall, and the
construction arrangement of the front area of the Chongsheng Temple. It will reveal the
history and culture as well as meet with the demand of the development of modern tourism
for a grand Buddhist architecture complex. It will be the biggest in Yunnan, the first in China,
the famous one worldwide, and with most outstanding features among the Buddhist
architecture complex in Southeast Asia. It combines the static Buddhist arts with the
dynamic local Buddhist cultures in Dali, and gives prominence to the Esoteric Buddhism of
Dali with a compatibility with the local Chan Sect Buddhist culture. The basis of the
reconstruction project is Buddhism and the connotation is cultures. The purpose is to
promote the historical tourist industry and the goal, to satisfy people with excellent service,
and to serve the people. The project is intended to develop the tourist industry by promoting
the historical cultures.

The overall layout of the Chongsheng Temple’ s reconstruction contains a central axis
and two secondary axises, and is divided into eight terraces, nine rows of houses and eleven
regions. It absorbs the elite of classical architectures in history, and combines the grandeur
architectural style in the northern China with the elegance and delicacy in the southern China.
The constructions on the central axis include: the Golden-winged Roc Square (There is a 6.
5 meter high golden-winged roc in the middle of the square, and two parking lots on both
north and south of the square.), the Main Gate (It has a double-tired base with a height of 4.
5 meters, and is modeled after the five dripping eaves gate tower. There is a three-door and
50-chi-wide one-room house, with the statues of the Two Ferocious Gigantic Guardians.
There is the pond of letting go living features behind the Main Gate.), the Doctrine guard Hall
(It is a 50 chi wide one room hall with one layer of eaves modeled after the roof style of the
mansion of Ming Dynasty. In the middle of the Hall there enshrines the Dahei God, and on
both sides, the four Devarajas.), the Maitreya Hall (It is a 70 chi wide one room hall with one
layer of eaves modeled after the roof style of the mansion of Song Dynasty. In the middle
of the Hall is the statue of Maitreya, and middle rear, the statue of Weito, with Eight Kinds
of Buddhist Gods (Tianlongbabu) on both sides, 11-face Kwan-yin Hall (It is a 50 chi wide
hall with doubled eaves modeled the buildings in Ming Dynasty. There is a 9 meters statue
of the 11-face Kwan-yin in the hall), Main Buddha Hall (The hall is modeled after the Hall
of Supreme Harmony in Imperial Palace of Beijing. It is a 90 chi wide one-room hall with
doubled layers of eaves. It has three terraces 9 meters high and 81 meters long. The ground
terrace is 8.9 meters high and total height is 32.7 meters and the width 51.7 meters. There
hangs a black-background horizontal board with the golden-letter inscription of Jin Yong’
s handwriting The Main Buddha Hall. On the second terrace eaves there hangs a blue-
background and horizontal board with the golden-letter inscription of Jin Yong’ s handwrit-
ing “Tianlong Temple”. In the hall, there enshrines the group of the Three Golden Saints
Statues as the chief josses of the Zhang Sengwen’ s paintings scroll of Buddha images.)
Acuoye Kwan-yin pavilion (the triple eaves tower surrounded by water on four sides, which
is modeled from the high-terrace towers in Tang Dynasty.), the Views of Mountain and Lake

Stone Gate, the Viewing Lake Pavilion (It is surrounded by a thriving forest, is a tripled eaves
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pavilion with the style of Ming and Qing Dynasty. It is an observatory for the full view of
Dali city.) The constructions on two sides of central axis and secondary axis are: Buddha
instruments storehouses in high and lower arranged elaborately, Abbot Hall, antechamber
dorms, Dinning Hall, Arhat Hall, Thousands- Buddha Corridor, Hall of Founder, the
Doctrine Guard Hall, Sutra Library.

The construction of the Chongsheng Temple mainly consists reinforced concreted
constructions. The corbel brackets, doors, and windows, and detailed decorations are
sculptured with exquisite craftsmanship, using selected toon. The constructions on the
central axis adopt the highest-ranking “golden dragon and phoenix Hexi pattern”. The
subsidiary axis adopts the solemn and elegant “Xuanzi pattern”, and the corridors,
pavilions and quadrangles, the lively and breezy “Sushi pattern”. The entire construction
complex is designed undulant and in picturesque disorder. It is a glorious temple with an
imposing magnificence. Besides, the walls, ground, and steps are all made of Fujian white
chiseled ashlar and Fujian Putian Qingcao Stone, the column bases and Buddha pedestals are
made of white marbles. The stone colors of the whole temple’ s construction are in great
harmony and glorious.

The Buddha statues are sculptured with the chief source from the Chinese Painter Zhang
Shengwen’s Picture Scroll of Figures of Buddha in Song Dynasty as well as from the Five
Hundred Disciples of Buddha sculptured by Li Guang in Qiongzhu Temple in Ming
Dynasty. There are totally 617 Buddha Statues and instruments for Buddhist mass. All the
Buddha statues are moulded out of bronze. There are also 599 colored paintings with gold
overlaid. The moulding of the Buddha statues integrated the sculpture skills of Schools with
folk ones. The statues are various in shapes and forms and they are so vivid as if given breath
into. They can be rated as treasures.

Carving wood is the unique in the restoration of Chongsheng Temple. All the corbel
bracket gates and windows are made of selected toon. The carpenters from Jianchuan created
the carving wood works of the temple, and the Jianchuan National Wood Carving Art
Factory is also invited to participate in the course. They carved on eighteen lattice doors the
story of “the eighteen transformations of Kwan-yin” in a Buddhist records called the Cause
of Bai Nation, excellent in both illustrations and texts. The doors were installed at the 11-
face Kwan-yin Hall, which is located in the center area of Chongsheng Temple. The story
of the Buddha such as Tathagata from birth to Parinirvana, was also engraved on the eighteen
lattice door of the Great Buddha’s Hall. The more significant one is to engrave the Zhang
Shengwen’s Painting Volume on a 1.8 meters high, 117 meters long carving wood scroll,
and install it in the 2.03 meters high, 119 meters long giant Buddha shrines in the walls in
the Great Buddha’ s Hall. It is a unique carving wood scroll in the world.

The theme of the environmental arrangement is greening and beautification. There
grows various plants in the temple mainly including camellia, yulan magnolia and peony,
mixed with green bamboos, bodhi trees, palm trees, azaleas, Japanese pagoda tree, pear trees,
cherry trees, maidenhair trees, sweet osmanthus, violets, and so forth. On the side of the wall,
there are the cypress, aspen, cherry tree and green bamboos in order. Besides, there are some
complementary green configurations based on the temples natural surroundings, which
makes the temple refreshed and graceful as well as comfortable.

The arrangement planning of the temple’ s construction covers a wide range as from
general to on specific parts, from the major parts to the details, from the layout and to the




coordination of the buildings. Based on this planning, the restored Chongsheng Temple now
has an imposingly magnificent and dignified arrangement. It possesses a graceful and
spectacular Buddhist architecture complex, a luxury and sacred group of Buddha statues
with distinctive characteristics. It has high-brow and harmonious color paintings, the most
conscientious carving woods with unique features, and vivid stone sculptures with a verity
of shapes and forms. Meanwhile, it has an elegant and attractive cozy environment, and the
gorgeous lighting arts appropriately laid out. This temple can boast a contemporary classical
Buddhist architecture as it fully embodies and fulfills the designing concept and in tension,
that is, to base on the history and surpass the past. Furthermore, it is worth mention that many
buildings and articles in the restored Chongsheng Temple rank the number one in China, and
even in the world. The central axis, which starts form Dali Street to Cangshan Mountain at
the height of 2199 meters above the sea level, with a total extent of 4 kilometers, entitles the
temple the longest central axis in China’ s temples. The Great Buddha’ s Hall is 51.7
meters in extent and 26 meters in height, covers the largest area among the temples in China.
The 1.8-meter-high and 117-meter-long carving wood scroll of Zhang Shengwen’ s
Painting Scroll boasts number one in the world. The temple has the greatest quantity of
dragons which number in the ten thousands, comprising dragons in color paintings, dragons
carved out of stones, dragons engraved on wood, dragons mould out of clay, and dragons on
the eaves and dripping eaves. The biggest Vajra’s paddle is 6 meters long, with a diameter
of 1 meter, and can be rated as the king of the Bajra’ s paddles. There are 599 gold-foils-
covered Buddha statues in the temple, the number of which rates the first among Buddhist
temples in China. The drum in the drum-tower has a diameter amount to 3.1 meters, and it
is the biggest among the ones of China’ s Buddhist temples.

At this stage, the Chongsheng Temple, the treasure of cultural relics of Tang and Song
Dynasty, the historical curiosities of Nanzhao or Dali Kingdom, is like a bright pearl
symbolizing the famous historical and cultural city of Dali. Having experienced over a
thousand years of silence, desolation and darkness, the pearl now is eventually revealing a
sublime charm and shining out with great brilliancy in the prosperity of China. Generation
after generation, the very royal and faithful cultural workers have been striving for the
prosperity of the nation, and pressing forward in the face of difficulties. By their great efforts
and wisdom, they provided an excellent works satisfying the society, the people and the
history. They have made great contribution to the economic and social development.

In each time and each society, there is a theme of development and a spirit reflecting
the theme; and every society has its own property in its history of development and an ethos
reflecting the property. The essence of traditions does not lie in the past, but in the present.
Traditions always exist in the real life, and are constantly created and surpassed. In this sense,
the recovery and reconstruction of the Chongsheng Temple is not only a restoration of a
historical relic, or a expansion of a scenic area, but a history that reflects pioneering spirit and
the hard working of the very royal and faithful people of Dali, who have been exerting
themselves to struggle. The significance of this history is that it represents the revival of a
time and the crystallization and the rise of a nation. It is the true voice and the heartfelt pride
of the people of Dali.
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