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“Examination for International Students in Japan”
- the new exam for those wishing to study in
Japan as foreign students

The examination system for screening foreigners wanting to enter
Japanese universities as foreign students has been revised. Until now,
there have been two separate exams: the “General Examination for
Privately-Financed Foreign Students” and the “Japanese Language
Proficiency Test” . From 2002, there will be only one exam called
the “Examination for International Students in Japan” .

Methods and Contents of the “Examination for
International Students in Japan”

1. Exam Locations

Japan : In major cities in the Hokkaido, Tohoku, Kanto, Chubu,
Kinki, Chugoku, Kyushu, and Okinawa areas

Overseas : In around 10 cities mostly in Asia

2. Examination Subjects and Objectives

A) Examination Subjects and Allotted Time

Arts Related : Japanese (120 mins.), General Subjects (80 mins.),
Mathematics (80 mins.)

Science Related : Japanese (120 mins.), Science (2 subjects to
be chosen from Physics, Chemistry, and Biology - 80 mins.),
Mathematics (80 mins.)

B) The Objective of Each Subject

Japanese : To determine whether the examinee possesses a level
of Japanese (academic Japanese) required to be able to study at a




Japanese university. The exam questions are the same for both the
arts and science related courses.
Mathematics : To determine if the examinee possesses the basic
mathematical scholastic ability necessary to study at a Japanese
university.
Science : To evaluate the examinee's basic science (physics,
chemistry, biology) scholastic ability.
General Subjects : To determine whether the examinee possesses
a basic scholastic ability in arts necessary to study in a Japanese
university, especially focusing on the examinee's contemplative
faculty and ability to reason.
Social............ Current social lifestyles, current economics,
current politics, current international society
Geography...  Geographical knowledge, Japan's land and
nature, Japanese people and industry
History.......... Modern World History, Contemporary
World History, Modern & Contemporary
Japanese History

3. Answering Format
Japanese : Multiple Choice and Essay
Mathematics, Science, General Subjects : Multiple Choice

4. Examination Administration

The exam will be held twice a year. Examinees can retake the exam
as many times as they please, in which case they can use the exam
with highest score.

5. Examination Authority : AIE] (Association of International
Education, Japan), The Japan Foundation




About the Japanese Language Portion of the Test
The Japanese test is divided into four parts: listening, listening
comprehension, reading, and writing.

LISTENING

This section is very similar to the listening problems (without
pictures) of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test, where questions
are given orally. Content of the questions cover a broad range of
topics from the academic world, such as university lectures, debates,
research etc., to colloquial conversations.

LISTENING COMPREHENSION

This is a new form of question that combines aural and visual
information. It is not unlike the Japanese Language Proficiency Test's
listening problems that have pictures, except that there will probably
more words than pictures to look at while listening to the cassette.
These ‘words’ won't be full sentences as such, but in the form of
tables, graphs, signs, posters, memos, presentations, advertisements,
catalogs etc.

READING

This section will be quite different from the “Reading & Grammar”
section of the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. The problems
will contain written information covering a wide range of topics. As
with the LISTENING COMPREHENSION section, it is anticipated
that many of the problems will contain graphs and tables etc. to test
your ability to process information. It is expected that the problems
will come in the form of questions testing your comprehension of the
passages, choosing the best sentence that fits in blank spaces in the
passage, putting paragraphs in the most logical order etc.




WRITING

This part of the test will ask you to write an essay of a certain number

of characters (around 400) based on given topics or information.

Format : asking you to write your opinion or argument about a point
of view or information

1. Two opposing points of view concerning a particular problem will

be written in the question. You will be asked to agree with one of the

arguments, and write your reasons for doing so.

2. Data will be provided in the form of graphs, tables etc. You will

be asked to write what you think about the information presented.

Objective of the Writing Section

@ To evaluate your ability to write precise, and grammatically

correct sentences.

@ To determine whether you can write an essay on a given topic with

a conclusion within a certain time frame (20 mins.)

@ To determine whether you can add reasoning to your ideas.

@ To determine whether you can express yourself logically.
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