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PREFACE I

I was born in a town at the lower reach of the Yangtze River and where it was named“the Tail of
Hubei and the Head of Jiangsu” in ancient Chinese history. In my teenage time, I was deeply im-
pressed by what I saw that one of my reletative member was murdered by snail fever. Even now
I sill remember his groanwhile suffering from the disease. I am personally engaged in the field of
forestry science. However, the idea for controlling the snail reproduction and preventing snail

fever by creating forests and planting trees is completely a new topics. 1 am pround of this newly-
born blossom in the “garden of forestry science”

Prof. Peng Zhenhua and Prof. Jiang Zehui of Anhui Agriculture University worked to investigate
and observe the snail disaster in Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi, Jiangsu and Anhui provinces with their
specizlized knowledge and respective spirits to cure the sickness to save the patient since 1986.
Rich first-hand data and information have been accumulated from their 16 stationed experiments.
Up to the end of 1994, the area of the experiment is 6000 ha. and 88% of living snail has been re-
duced, and 44. 8% of sickness rate of both human and animal has been declined. It is stimated
that the economic benefit is spproximately 400 million.

Forest is a complex ecosystem where all animals, plant species and bacterium. At present, the
new dynamics of international forestry development is aimed to establish the ecosystem of the
multiple use artificial forests. Prof. Peng and Prof. Jiang concluded in their research that the e--
cosystem of “plant forests, control snail and cure sickness, rehabilitate and develop the waste
beach lands” is the nodel of the ecosystem of multiple use artificial forest. They designed a huge
and long-term objective to create a new green great wall on the waste beach lands along the
Yangtze River in next ten years. We wish they will win great success in the implementation of
reafforesting project. Their resaearch results will be available to our scientific topics, and we are

looking forward to reading this new interest book. It is my pleasure to recommend dear readers
this book.

Prof. Yang Hanxi
August 1995
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PREFACE 1

Along with the aggravation of the environmental problem.themedicine wiping of Oncomela-
nia is facing its increasing limitation. Inthe river — lake beaches along mid — lower reaches of
Changjiang River,especially in areas where the medical ways have caused severecontamination to
both waters and soils, the natural ecological balancehas greatly broken down. That how to im-
prove the 95% snail — bredbeaches for the purpose of preventing schistosomiasis in human be-
ingsanf livestocks is now an extremely anxious subject in the concernedscientific area.

Professor Peng Zhenhua and Jiang Zehui, Anhui Agricultural University, have composed
afeasible proposal of{ Afforesting for wiping out Oncomelania and Schistosomiasis ,comprehensive
adminastration and exploitation of the three kinds of beaches) in mid '80s,suggesting that a sys-
tematical project is necessary to be built up through a set ofcombination ways: adminastration,
exploitation,ecologic and economicalbenefits, (Oncomelania and Schistosomiasis out —wiping, and
agroforestry,so as to get a multi—complex beneficial results.

Sixteen experimental spots were selected for the purpose. Woodquality, effect of agro —alf-
forestation combination on snail ecology andbiochemistry have been simultaneously studied.

An appraisal of the program was made by concerned experts organizedby the Scientific Com-
mittee of Anhui Province in 1992.identicallysuggestingthat, a new way has been found in the
comprehensiveadminastration of the "three kinds of beaches”. This program has beenrewarded a
provincial second prize for scienceprogress.

The (Proceedings ) composed by Professor Peng Zhenhua and Jiang Zehui makes a conclusion
of the main experiences and achicvements fromthe last 10 years. The contents are fruitful, new,
and initiative. The{Introduction} presents the guiding ideology and prospect conceptioncf the af-
forestation for the ” three kinds beaches 7. A new green greatwall along Changjiang R. 1s ex-
pectant in the coming 10 years. Ninechapters are in the {proceedings}. involving with thebiology
of Schistosomiasis,the guiding ideology.and design principles ofafforesting for out —wiping On-
comelaniaand snail fever,afforesting techniques, selecting of tree species, wood quality examina-
tion andutilization, and tree disease — insect prevention. People who are workingon forestry,
agriculture, sanitation,and schistosomiasis preventation will get good advantage and scientific
knowledge from this {Proceedings}.

Zhao Weixian
1995—06-—19
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