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ECONOMICS REPORT — Wal-Mart Tops the Fortune 500
List for the Fourth Year

Mario Ritter
Broadcast: Friday, Aprl 22, 2005

I’m Gwen Outen with the VOA Special English Economics Report.

Each year the business magazine Fortune publishes a list of the five hundred largest American
companies. The new Fortune five hundred list has come out. And, for the fourth year, Wal-Mart is
at the top. Wal-Mart stores sell general goods at low prices. The company had sales of almost two
hundred ninety thousand million dollars last year. Wal-Mart is first on the Fortune five hundred list
by revenue, or the total amount of money received. The oil company Exxon Mobil is second. But,
for the second year, Exxon Mobil is first in profits among American companies. Wal-Mart is listed
eighth in profits. Exxon Mobil recorded a profit of more than twenty-five thousand million dollars last
year. That was an increase of almost eighteen percent over the year before. General Motors is third
on the Fortune list of top companies by revenue, followed by Ford Motor Company and General
Electric. Two other oil companies are sixth and seventh on the list. Like Exxon Mobil, Chevron
Texaco and Conoco Phillips both gained from high oil prices. Citigroup is eighth on the Fortune five
hundred list by revenue. As in two thousand three, the financial services company was second in
profits last year, behind Exxon Mobil. Ninth on the list by revenue is the insurance company
American International Group. A.I.G. is followed by I. B. M. , International Business Machines. In
two thousand three I. B. M. was ninth and A.I. G. was tenth. The yearly Fortune lists contain only
companies that release their financial information to the public. So far we have talked about leaders
in revenues and profits. But Fortune also lists companies by assets. Assets are anything of value that
a company or individual owns, including property, savings and investments. The top three
companies by assets are all banks. Citigroup tops the list of American asset holders. It has assets of
about one and one-half million million dollars. J. P. Morgan Chase & Company and Bank of
America are the next two on the list. Just as in two thousand three, the largest American companies
had record sales last year. The oil and mining industries did very well. But the airline industry
suffered big losses because of high fuel prices and strong competition. Price competition also meant
heavy losses for some telecommunications companies.

This VOA Special English Economics Report was written by Mario Ritter. I'm Gwen Outen.

Date Last Modified on Friday, Aprnl 22, 2005 By UNSV




£—% REFEHBENA 3

Bl —:
THE MAKING OF A NATION — The American Civil War
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

Frank Beardsley
Broadcast: Thursday, April 21, 2005

In November, eighteen sixty-three,
President Abraham Lincoln traveled to
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. He was to make
a speech opening a military  cemetery
there. Five months earlier, Confederate
General Robert E. Lee had marched his
army up from Virginia to invade the north.
The Union Army of the Potomac went after
him. They met at Gettysburg in the

. bloodiest battle of America’s Civil War. I'm

Frank Oliver. Today, Kay Gallant and I tell the story of Abraham Lincoln’s speech — his Gettysburg
Address.

VOICE TWO:.

The battle of Gettysburg lasted three days. General Lee threw his men against the Union Army.
The northern soldiers refused to break. Lee, at last, had to stop fighting. Badly hurt, his army went
back to Virginia. Lee left behind a battlefield covered with Confederate dead. More than three
thousand Confederate soldiers had been killed. Union losses were almost as heavy. Two thousand
five hundred Union soldiers had been killed. The terrible job of clearing the battlefield fell to the
Union soldiers who had won the battle. Many thousands on both sides had been wounded. The
wounded were moved to medical centers for treatment. The dead were buried. Most of the bodies
were buried where they fell. The Confederate dead generally were buried together in large, shallow
graves. Union troops who fell were buried in separate graves all over the battlefield.

VOICE ONE.:

A few weeks after the battle, the governor of Pennsylvania visited Gettysburg. As he walked
over the battlefield, he saw where rains had washed away the earth covering many of the fallen
soldiers. He said men who died so bravely should have a better resting place than that. The governor
said a new cemetery should be built for the bodies of the Union soldiers. He asked the governors of
other northern states to help raise money for the cemetery. Within a month, there was money enough
to buy a large area of the battlefield for a military cemetery. Work began almost immediately. The
human remains were moved from other places on the battlefield and put into graves in the new

cemetery.
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VOICE TWO:

The governor planned a ceremony in November, eighteen sixty-three, to dedicate the
Gettysburg cemetery. He invited governors and congressmen from each state in the Union. He asked
a former senator and governor of Massachusetts, Edward Everett, to give the dedication speech. An
invitation was sent to the White House, too. The governor asked President Lincoln to come to the
ceremony. He asked Lincoln to say a few words. Lincoln agreed to do so. He felt it was his duty to
go. He wanted to honor the brave men who had died at Gettysburg. Lincoln hoped his words might
ease the sorrow over the loss of these men and lift the spirit of the nation.

VOICE ONE:

Lincoln was advised to talk about democracy. He recently had received a letter from a man in
Massachusetts. The man had just returned from a visit to Europe. The man told Lincoln that
Europeans saw the war more clearly than Americans, who were in the middle of it. He said they saw
it as a war between the people and an aristocracy. The south, he said, was ruled by a small group of
aristocrats. He said once the people understood that it was a war for democracy, they would win it
quickly. The man urged Lincoln to explain to the common people that the war was not the north
against the south ... But democracy against the enemies of democracy.

VOICE TWO.

Lincoln was busy during the two weeks before the ceremony at Gettysburg. He did not have
much time to work on his speech. He decided what to say. But he did not choose the exact words he
would use. Lincoln left Washington November eighteenth for the train ride to Gettysburg. The train
stopped in Baltimore. A crowd waited to see him. An old man came up and shook Lincoln’s hand.
He told the president that he had lost a son in the fighting at Gettysburg. Lincoln said he understood
the man’s sorrow. Lincoln said to the old man, “When I think of the sacrifices of life still to be
offered, and the hearts and homes to be made lonely before this terrible war is over, my heart is like
lead. I feel at times like hiding in a deep darkness. ”

VOICE ONE.

Lincoln arrived at Gettysburg at sundown. He had dinner. Then he went to his room to
complete the speech he would give the next day. He worked for several hours. Finally, it was done.
The next morning, Lincoln — on horseback — led a slow parade to the new cemetery. A huge
crowd waited before the place where Lincoln and the other important visitors would sit. Military
bands played. Soldiers saluted.

VOICE TWO:

The ceremonies began with a prayer. Then Edward Everett rose to speak. Everett stood silent
for a moment. He looked out across the battlefield and the crowds that now covered it. He began to
talk about the Civil War and what had caused it. He spoke about Lee’s invasion of the north. He
told how northern cities would have fallen had Lee not been stopped at Gettysburg. He praised the
men who had given their lives in the great battle. Everett spoke for almost two hours. He closed his
speech with the hope that the nation would come out of the war with greater unity than ever before.

Then Lincoln stood up. He looked out over the valley, then down at the papers in his hand. He
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began to read.

VOICE THREE.

“Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought
forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty,
and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created
equal. ” Now we are engaged in a great civil war testing
whether that nation or any nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield
of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field,
as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that

that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that

we should do this. “But, in a larger sense, we cannot
dedicate — we cannot consecrate — we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and
dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract.

“The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what
they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work for which
they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the
great task remaining before us — that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion — that we here highly resolve that these
dead shall not have died in vain that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom —
and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. ”

VOICE ONE:

The crowd applauded for several minutes. Then the people began to leave. Lincoln turned to a
friend. He said he feared his speech had been a failure. He said he should have prepared it more
carefully. Edward Everett did not agree with Lincoln. He said the president’s speech was perfect.
He said the president had said more in two minutes than he, Everett, had said'in two hours.
Newspapers and other publications praised Lincoln’s Gettysburg address. Said one, “The few words
of the president were from the heart, to the heart. They cannot be read without emotion. ” Abraham
Lincoln went back to Washington that night. He was very tired. Within a week, his secretary
announced that the president was sick. He was suffering from smallpox.

VOICE TWO:.

You have been listening to the Speeial English program, THE MAKING OF A NATION. Your
narrators were Frank Oliver and Kay Gallant. The Gettysburg Address was read by Harry Monroe.
Our program was written by Frank Beardsley.

Date Last Modified on Friday, April 22; 2005 By UNSV.
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The Latest World News( B Fr#7) XEREHRERIE BPREENNEH, 548
SRS/ NHRAT 205 ) B ERE H — Ko BRI % B EE N, XRF T W #%&ad
EENENEL, BHREE, £ RMRESMBESNERE, MIHEmMFHNE.
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The Latest World News ¥ B &k #E 4 10 438h, i 1500 NMELA R HIR), FHY 12 &5
B. WY EAB ERFE", XELANGABEXEEANERHE, XEEAFBRANE
BHI Rk EAFE, WEAKES, REXBFENASERIREERE, BEHRHL
RHIZEENBEE: B, BF R UMM EFFL: I's (how many) hours Greenwich
Mean Time and here is the news from the Voice of America. EFR—/NEBER L%, BR5EE,
FE R Bk . This is (so and so) reporting, from Washington. = F{ERFTEIEIC, 1E X
%J5, HH These are the hour’s news headlines. X &GS =R NL - HIEFERE, BE5H
That’s the news from the Voice of America, I'm (so-and-so).Z5 R, FUEH|EEHEY HFEAR
R, 8YEXEI L0, 1BF R BZEEH You are listening to the Voice of America. 33X
AERRBEPRIT R F VAU : “EHERTHRE VOA I #85 B " E RS RIEH
BB 5 — AR Z A RIRESOEREF EN Z R ABEAGR TR, IRTERAED
AR, HERR.

Economic And Financial News{ 234 %37 ) Economic And Financial News %275
FEAFEEN, ERAEREFRENEHZ —, AR RRAEFLLET B (0 Newsline) 2 5
H, A—BIBS. ZVWEREHASXREZSTHNE - FHPFHTLER. BEEYR
MEARBSHEN, SEREXSE, FRIEFTH(EEAL. BB K. FmEnEE
F)EFERT (K. BB, BiX. BEDRES)METHLLEMIELURES T HIHILE
%o ULHERHAX—ERLEPEL, ETEARFARTHRTE . BAXHRAEEN
Z TR UL K A B 7= 5 R RO — AR CTEARMEDRE 10 S b3 A dRiE .

Sports News(4 % #75) Sports News BH7H " H AP EZ —, BHLHLE
/47 B #Y Economic And Financial News Z /5%, BR—BIF 4. HWE T EMEH
R ERTARRIKE LFEOFER, BFEEE. BERLURERZE . RRAZEIH KL
%, BREFHERE, SEXEABRKWEETE, BMRERTXENENLILE, LW
BCAIRGE, IEEER . BOIERSE, WXZESE EE AR KRTOH A LR B HRB B,
HAHRBIRER N B AEREZT.

Top News Stories of the Hour( & # it 44) Top News Stories of the Hour — i #R &
Sports News 2 [5#& ), AR Hbh, #iH 3 ~5 REYLNBREBHENBREENHE, B3
HHHBFEREHT. —BRE, XEEEBENEYE AR, BRATIEEE
BT R e S B AT R 3R Y, B BE R 3R A of the hour X—E R

One Sentence News(—4)i#5#7H) VOA &R T BB EES M, AR FadE
BRI, ¥ WX —Le RO HEHAT RIELE, SRNOEFRFRARNAZNAEEE3 &
FRE, UMERANENR, EEREENTEHERZE, BERNZIEANXLTEZ
[, ERFRALBBREHEATEIAKEHED 1~ 10 ZRBHF M. XB VOA B & —Fh L&
BT, ETUNERESFATARYEE, XMHESHFXETEA, WHEE, &%
R—AlE— &N E. FHER—-ZHFEHIS LB IFE—K Newsline WHZ )5, #FRF
PGSR 74 B8, — OB T 9 REHFE,

PRESEF T HRU LIRS, BREY . MRSREFHE, XBEREER.

2. ¥BTH
PREFRIEN ST Bt E# L7 B (Regular Features) , #2658 20 4>, £ 5E—AA
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HBFRBEZEL, ERNVEH-XERLILK, AH—XB—K, FHEASK, ANE
ARE—K, TENEUAKAEE, K15 343 50 S04 AR%. HE—RELFEN, MK
B 22 H o ) # 1h o

5%Ey BHE, SEXEEYEMEERNEE, HERNFENEFER, JTERIEA,
ERBEEAGFENEHBOT AT, BEUREAZRHRNOE S RIKAOBEH, Wb &
WESHEHERE, BERBRNEREALE. FHRITEAES, —SKWR; FHHTH
T, LIS RISE; Al RsmiT =ik, BEEE, ERARII+4%ET. EHGES,
BHMICENBERTARBFBANBE AHMAE, $RU7ERBEEIGE, RZmkdt
A, XM T WEEOBVTEE . HERIER, RENEMTEA THIBKH T#, 8
Rl , [ LME, ERIERZIMIYT B IR B o

AW BEHABRANEE XY 4K =K% 8 H LB (Daily Features) , M5
45 H VOA Morning #1 VOA Editorial; ff] B %8 ( Weekdays Features) , 3L& ANV H, B
J&: Newsline, Focuys, Magazine Show, Music USA Fi Asia Report; [& K % 1 ( Weekends
Features) , 83tFH +£ -7 H, B New Horizons, Issues in the News, Encounter, Studio One,
Critic’s Choice, The Concert Hall, This Week, Press Conference USA, Weekend, American
Viewpoints, Music USA(Jazz) , Close-up %,

Daily Features( & B +#) XXLHWHBXREMNEL, UM “BHASE HH.

(1) VOA Moming(“E(EHZEH"ZR)

VOA Moming %32 A H L4-# i S K, BHEKER /NG BEBRNEPHEY
K EFEEL 8 K, AHEMREREKE S /D ato ABTREL_ESE, Z BB VOA“SRHERE" £
FEZH. G/ &S, XRNMKBYH, 8T8/ P M4 B ratRKER
—, BEWEAKAM, 4K 15,20, 30 #150 43ph—K3L 4 fp. X—FBHYABRNE
B, BRBEKE. AL, BERUREXERRHSEERN S EMAFZEE D% B
Hb, X— HEEFR" VOA Moming” , (AZEEB XM LRI &+, B R#74E VOA 5 Moming >
Bt — 4 FRsEHILN R, 40 VOA Saturday Morning 1 VOA Monday Moming £, X—75
HENTREFRASXEEYIL, EERNEATEVYEEMREAL. EXNTEREAH
WES, NEABEFERUFENEHULGEYNERTE, MERKRMUBABRRERKF
EANE " N =k o

(2) VOA Editorial( B8 §3tif)

VOA Editorial X H—K, & VOA HEBRWARL #HWBRE—NTH. X 14:56
(GMT) 5 22 :55(BST — Beijing Standard Time) &, |k 3 ~5 434, SEEERLL An (A
VOA) Editorial reflecting the views of the United States Government. X AJiEF 15, “H S &
HRWYXRE—BERFAHRELIRE MM, 5B EERBITHENE—F AT
Bo WARRI NPT REEBUFNER T AN E—EXERNE N,

Weekdays Features( B H £ #) fi§ Weekdays Features #5828 EH—. —. =. 4.
ARXSATIEHEHBLHAYE, HBEFWILEN, BEBMIES X, VOA BAIBEXS X
BN LRI B fE Weekdays Features, REE/MILH S 1~ THEHBETRENE LN
FrimEAsr 4o
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(1) Newsline( iitEE24)

Newsline & VOA $RMESEE A B R P REENY B, BMESAN THEB DB HHRER
£, BE6K, BE3 KR, §K20 24k, Newsline X —%+E#%ik VOA L S HIMNEEXE
BRETEE B R R AIGE, XA EERH R EACHT R R, BN LEE
X, EEIREL. BA, BEFRRAE-F THRFESHMNES. 8 BUEBEA=HHEK
FEFEE, A& 10 2HFEN=442Z—, BNMREESRIRTENABTEFTEBERS LI,
X—HBLhE FEE T XM E RN EHE,

(2) Focus( &)

X—EEHTESERAAG L3 K, BK20 44, EFEXNHNMEEFBEAYM
AENRXBEEHTNAMINHE, DHBEXTIEE A8 RSB #1785 R 7 0 1H
RARE, MTRNBE-FEAYNESHS —MEMER . 0REG T S5HEWE X BEEFK
Wr, A B FUT AR BT BN 2E T #o

(3) Magazine Show( "% Z%k)

X—EEY EHE2FBBREFAR, K30 o8, FTEMEXENAZLAR, BHEEHER,
REEHMEFRREFEAOER. HTEX-VEHMBEIEELE, VOABEEEMNE
MNTHEEPHE —BRE, FRE—E/NEE, ME GG SR %1% World-wide
Shortwave Spectrum X4~ Z&F)/NE . )

(4) Music USA(EEERK)

R—EEEER BB LENK, BKEAN/NET, Music USA FEFBHEH . BZRLK
HITEFR RESTRMSN TSR, FPEERVEAMBTRRATHELEE . BEFUER, X
—WHEE=APNEE:

VOA Music(Standards) (X ERETKR) X—/NeBHEEY —#&Y, UBXEEELF
SR AW B ARt A R RUR BA SRR B9 SRl D o

Now Music USA(EERITER) BEEM . =, UL, TEHBEELSMIEERITHE
BREFRMBAZTER, REHEHEH—SHIZ 0 B50,

Country Music USA(XE S NFK) BERPRIBL, B FEXXERETHR TR
MY SFIT—-HHESR, ZHEREBTFE,

(5) Asia Report( 31 #5H )

=W EEEMBK L, 7 VOA Editorial ZFT#H—~K. X—WHBREGNABE RS
—K, HERYBAKEXS 74, AMFELRIEEK. EEEEL VOA B EHTEWAEIE
HROREARVILO, BT F T 5 IS, e U AR — 57 R 34 1 W okt
o ZYELZBE“ EHIRE", B Rt/0 85 3 E R AR I #H B 20— 2% 5o

Weekends Features( B X 8) AMERBMHXAEEY HRIH 10 240, EAIHEY
One-day Features, X B RERRKXEZBHAK LFEH. AX 10BN ES, B
RKHBRAESEBBE A, ARRATKBHNE, BT EBIRMEHR, RIESHE, T
R H#E R BB MUN R, BERXREBEHATENT:

(1) New Horizons( F R #h)

X—BBEL—NRIRK M, RELBTRIRRF BT ARORE, AEFSEIRBEHEAR

MEE BB, SEBREFK, K20 558p, 46 10 28 brERE" REVEZE




