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Suggestions on How to Use

Learning Chinese Characters from Ms. Zhang is a set of textbooks for
an elective course of Chinese characters for foreign students in China without
any Chinese learning experience, especially those beginners coming from the
non-Chinese character-culture. In consideration of the real situation, in
which those foreign students learn Chinese characters in China, this set of
textbooks includes Reading and Writing Chinese Characters and From
Characters to Words , separating in a proper way the teaching of writing Chi-
nese characters from that of reading Chinese characters.

1. With the help of pictures, Reading and Writing Chinese Characters
encourages learners to associate pictographic elements with meanings.
Grouping pictophonetic characters by their pictographic elements, the book
lays special emphasis on writing characters and analyzing the origin and
structure of the characters, aiming at helping learners establish a cognitive
construct for Chinese characters.

2. Highlighting the formation of a character by combining different com-
ponent parts, From Characters to Words establishes association and analogy
among Chinese characters. The book groups pictophonetic characters by their
phonetic elements and provides various tips for memorizing characters, ai-
ming at helping learners master a system, by which they can change the reg-
ular pattern of Chinese characters’ formation into a law of learning Chinese
characters.

3. To help learners master Chinese characters effectively, the set of

textbooks pays attention to the relationship between the meaning of the char-



acter and that of the word by offering some words formed by using the char-
acter being learned and providing some example sentences for each of the
words to be mastered. It is hoped that learners will gain a better understand-
ing of the characters and the words in context.

4. While carrying out Chinese characters teaching, the set of textbooks
also introduces various learning strategies, such as memorizing characters by
recycling them repeatedly, associating new characters with the familiar ones
by finding the similarity between them, and learning new characters with the
help of the old ones etc. These strategies will assist learners to master more
Chinese characters.

In accordance with HSK Guidelines for Chinese Words and Characters
issued by the National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language,
Learning Characters from Ms. Zhang includes 1, 885 Chinese characters al-
together, among which are all the Chinese characters of Class A and Class B,
over 260 of Class C and Class D characters and 20 not included in the guide-
lines (such as “B”, “B” and “B%”). In Reading and Writing Chinese Char-
acters 780 Chinese characters are taught, among which about 630 are of Class
A characters, over 120 of Class B characters and a few of Class C and Class D

~characters as radicals.

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters has 25 lessons and From
Characters to Words, 30. Each of the lessons takes 2 hours to teach.

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters is equipped with a workbook
and From Characters to Words with CDs.

Zhang Huifen
Beijing Language and Culture University
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Corner for Chinese Characters

ye

yeti

kong
kongzhi
you

shiyou
glyou
hudngyoéu
@Ddan
yudnzidan

liquid
liquid
control
control

oil
petroleum
gasoline
butter
bomb
atom bomb
play

play the piano
cream
toothpaste

manuscript
draft
knock

knock at the door

cubes

diced chicken
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ding
dingzi
ding

shanding

ding =
gianding
yuding
deng
dengshan
déngji
dénglu
dénglu
deng
dengzi
kd

kdzao
bei
béitong
béiguan
bei
yibeizi
jiang
jianglai
jlangyao
jiang
jidngxuéjin
jiang
jiangyéu
y&o

ydo téu

nail
nail
top
hilltop

" book; conclude

conclude and sign
book

climb; publish
mountaineering
register

land

log on

stool

stool

withered

dull

sad

SOTTOW
pessimistic
generation
one’s whole life
be going to; will
future

will

award
scholarship
jam

SOy sauce

shake

shake one’s.head
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.
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#E
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ydo
ydoyudn
jian
jianku
Xian
wixian
xianzhi
xun
xunsu
xun
tongxun
tut
turdong
turgudng

yin

yinsi
wen
wending
man
yinman
tidn
tidnmi
jan

far

distant

hardship

hardship

limit

limitless

limit

rapid

rapid

news
communication; news report
push

push forward
popularize

heap; pile

pile up

make a snowman
consider

consider

empty

modest

hidden from view; latent
privacy

stable

stability

hide the truth from
conceal

sweet

happy
equal
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f F35 pingjun average
35. #& chéng call; weight
#pef chéenghu address
36. 4 jué absolutely
4, %t juédui absolutely
37. & gé cut
&\ By géduan sever
s fenge cut apart; separate
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Tips for Memorizing Work
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Memorize the following characters with the given phonetic elements.

\

B ye
(Y)W Wk yetl liquid
%=  kong
() B kongzh control
m yéu
(') W A shiyéu petroleum
bR giyou gasoline
LRl hudngyoéu butter
::] dan
(Y) B ETm yudnzidan atom bomb




O NFHHRRE(T)

(tdn)  HE tén gin play the piano
&/ gao

GORE -1 - -

() B FE ybgao toothpaste

(") T OEH cdogdo draft

(qiao)? =l giao mén knock at the door
T ding

(> T 7T jiding diced chicken

(=) %] 417 dingzi nail

(7)) T T shanding hilltop

(*) 3T &iT gianding conclude and sign

BT yuding book
DI S - o
() T

“nn\-“
BN

R FIIRIE FEF )

Compare the following characters with similar pictographic or phonetic

elements.
g F
% deng
H deng
&
w
i kd

%11 déngshan mountaineering
Zic  dengj register

HpE  déenglu land

%% denglu log on

X5 dengzi stool

g klzdo dull
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B o

¥

jiang
jiang

jiang

y&o

yGo

jian
xian
xun

xun

tut

dun

xu

)
man

iEJE  beitong

FEW  beiguan
—3#ET  yibéizi
3k jiangldi

WE  jiangydo
Wabs  jidngxuéjin
¥ jiangybu

#L ydo téu
&L yGoyudn

SR jianku
IR wdxian
P4 xianzhi

A xunsu
R tongxun

#3zh tuidong
#J~  tuigudng
HEFR  dulji

HE A dul xuérén

X kdoll

SOrrow
pessimistic

all one’s life

future
will
scholarship

SOy sauce

shake one’s head
distant

hardship

limitless

limit

rapid
communication;: news report

push forward
popularize

pile up

make a snowman

consider
B xixin modest
Bafig  yinman conceal -
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B weén #E  weénding stability
B oyin BFL  yinst privacy
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Memorize the following characters formed by the given parts.

&

DF tign FHEE  tignmi happy
H .
:i: N

>i’>j jon ¥ pingjin average
|
ZN

>$fr\ chéng #FREE chenghu address
/R

z

S jué #ixt juédui absolutely
&)
%>%U E|Wr gédudn sever

i 4rE  fenge cut apart; separate
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Corner for Flexible Usage

Form words and phrases.

BA  liquid state M@ blood '

#44&  charge #VYF denounce EHERFE remote control
T (ERE)  butter (cake) M4k  deep-fried twisted dough stick
il oil; make more efforts

DOdan

F#  bullet B missile 5‘*25 ammunition

@tdn '

MENE play the piano FELIEE talk nonsense

%I4-3%E  cast pearls before swine _

25 ointment #ZHE  apply ointment 1o A  gypsum
P8  lecture notes JE# manuscript Fif4F contribution

4L standardized writing paper with squares or lines

B3 contribution fee FF draft

HiEF knock at the table Bf#% beat the drum

3LTR the top of the head ERBIR roof #ETH the top of a building
—TRiMEF ahat T apex

174 F make a contract $J3fR] make a plan

TTR4E  subscribe newspapers IJHLEE book a flight ticket
iTFE book a room iTHHR fix a date 3] order

iT#& be engaged TJH% order goods

% FEI  climb up to the Great Wall B & perform on the stage
J"4% put up an advertisement ZF#R publish in the newspaper
%% low stool ¥ bench H¥ square stool

B%¥ round stool

#iE  withered grass Hi# withered and yellow
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EH sorrow FER  tragedy FEW  pessimistic

B3E  lamentable |

3 elder HJFE the older generation

HHMHFEIE generation after generation

BE  begoing to I closeto HZE general

Bi#%  be about to

B¥  win a prize K% awar;i prizes ¥ award

¥4 money award AR certificate of merit X5, trophy
—&A  first prize

¥ jam I vegetables pickled in soy sauce

g waver B  swing; sway IR sway

& remote control BB remote sensing

SRE  formidable Mk arduous FBEE hardships and dangers
FREtE] time limited PR A%K number of people limited
AR limited JRPR limitation BHPR deadline

AE LB develop rapidly BHYEMRM quick in one’s movements
B, telecommunication B, good news f&, news in brief
FiR news FiRMHE address HiRFE news agency
#HEIR  postpone #E@E  carry forward #EM] guess

HE®H  overthrow #EFE inference S  deduce

HfT carry out HEiE  elect #HEH  calculate

13  a heap of earth EHE a heap of grass

—HE+ a heap of earth —¥E A  a crowd of people HEFE pile up
iR misgiving fERE  feel anxious EEfE doubt

B false ZSH empty BE weak

ZAEfE have a well-deserved reputation

fatE secrets BAZ) indistinct; faint JRIEHR4EE contact lens
e K#L stealth aircraft

Y4 vreliable F8E steady s stable

+& L8  almost completely sure Fa[E firm

&R  muskmelon FHE sweet wine FHE sweet {food
HEEiE fine-sounding words

Pl  equal opportunity WL average FAJ(yln) even
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ol f#K abbreviation Z® name FRE title
Fr—4kt weigh a fish

P #®  top-secret #EZZ  break off relations #ERE  become extinct
Wit sever W4 decline #ZT{YA unique #iE  despair
S| #F|E  cut grass FWF - sever % divide WEIHL hatvester

LINTIE]  feel as if a knife were piercing one’s heart

NERT )

Read and try to understand the following sentences.

L. SMEHFEE AR

It seems somebody’s knocking at the door.
" 2. —NWHAFEXEEAEY T THBETR,
The USA dropped two atom bombs in Japan in 1949.
3. MENEIZE BRI TERNEESE.
He received scholarship for his hard work in his studies,
4. RELXFrummk , B — R, FE— L.
I'd like this brand of coffee, a: bottle of soy a sauce and a little butter.
5. kYL THIH 8 mHiE ¢,
The plane will take off at 8 tomorrow.
6. RTEHRH, BETTH T LK. ,
I'm going back to my country next week and have already booked the flight
ticket. o
7. fX A AL AT EE, ARIREATH
He is absolutely reliable, and will not deceive us.

8. XWI4E, RITERZY & B R, B L EHBE TR RS,

These two years have witnessed rapid economic development as well as

great achivevments in many fields in our country.

9. A BT HE LU “RAREE , RAERE.”

The boy shook his head and said, “I won’t play the piano. I won’t,”

10. fhRE 283 T #EH], BAEFR L BEE.

His illness has been brought under control and his condition is stable.

11. £E& AR EEE.

The common speech is popularized throughout the country.




