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Foreword

Hongsongwa Natural Reserve, the mountainous meadow, is one of the minority mead-
ow natural reserves in China. The geographical position of the natural reserve is unique,
which is significant for preventing northern blow sand from invading southern areas and
maintaining capital environment. The resource investigation and biodiversity inventory re-
search of the natural reserve is regarded as the preceding work, it is the fundament of
following scientific research and management of the natural reserve. For the severe lack of
detailed basic materials, the management, evaluation and continuative scientific research of
the natural reserve show much difficulty. With these various reasons, Hongsongwa Natural
Reserve cooperates with China Agricultural University for investigating the basic materials of
animals and plants in nature reserve.

At the beginning of establishment of the natural reserve in 1998, our researching group
began to do the preliminary research. Then, the exhaustive biotical resources investigation
and the further biological inventory research have been going on, more than 30 scholars and
students participated in this subject from beginning to end. At present, we have already
collected more than 5000 specimens of animals and plants, accumulated abundant basic mate-
rials and the main biotical species inventory research been finished. 6 correlative papers have
been published.

It is under great hardy condition that the five-year biodiversity inventory research has
eventually been finished. This literature is not only the summarization that our researching
group worked in the past 5 years, but also the close cooperative achievement with the natural
reserve. Publication of the literature indicates that the fundamental research has achieved the
great achievement, and it ought to be very helpful for planning, management and evaluation
of the nature reserve in the future.

Besides the main biodiversity inventory in natural reserve, this book also involves results
of studies and discussions in the respects as follows: biodiversity protection and effective
management, biotical resources sustaining utilization. Because of its detailed basic data of the
natural reserve, the achievement of further research on biodiversity, colorized photos and
identification keys, the book can be regarded as an applied reference book. There are seven
chapters together, involving the main biotical groups.

This book is in charge of Dr. Li Lianfang and Professor Li Shougiao. Thanks are due to
Professor Wang Hexiang for his enthusiastic help in the identification of mushroom.

It is a pity that low grade animals and plants and microorganisms have not been included
in this research, so further investigation and supplement are necessary in the future. We
would like to ask experts, scholars and readers for your generous advice and criticism.

The Authors
Beijing, Feb., 2005
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