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ABSTRACT

People’ s communes, which lasted more than 20 years as the grassroots
social organization in the rural areas of China, originated in 1958 during the
movement of the people’ s commune and the Great Leap Forward. The dy-
namic movement, which had had the whole society motivated, had caused an-
other serious famine in Chinese history and resulted in the establishment of
people’ s commune system. This system had lasted until the 1980° s ever
since, and had profoundly influenced the rural area of China. This thesis has
selected the earliest founded people’s commune, Chayashan Satellite People’s
Commune in Suiping County of Henan provice to make a case study. It is to
show progressively the background of the founding of Chayashan Satellite Peo-

ple’ s Commune in the Great Leap Forward, the general situation of Chayashan<

Satellite People’s Commune and the disaster in its early phrase, the prelimi-
nary adjustment after the first ZhengZhou Meeting, the more serious Left Devi-
ation mistake and more serious disaster after Lushan Meeting, and its economi-
cal recovery and stabilization after central government’ s adjustment of the p(;li-
cy. Through the study of typical case of this people’s commune, this thesis is
to show how the movement of the people’ s commune was developed from the
setting of typical, which was taken as the model and was followed around the
country. The advantage and disadvantage of such a method is also to been
seen.

This thesis consists of three parts, including preface, main body and
conclusion. The main body is divided into seven chapters.

The causes, importance, recall of related theoretical history and collect-
ed reference material were clarified in the preface.

In the first chapter, I describe the background and the general situation




of the first people’ s commune, Chayashan Satellite People’ s Commune. The
background included two sides: first, the speedy completion of agriculture co-
operative movement during the struggle of premature advance, countering pre-
mature advance and countering — countering premature advance. Second, the
struggle between Wu Zhipu, who was province governor and second secretary
of CPC ( Communist Party of China) of Henan branch, and Pan Fusheng,
who was the first secretary of CPC of Henan branch. Not being satisfied with
Wu Zhipu’ s Left Deviation administration on the question of agriculture cooper-
ative movement, Pan Fusheng advocated protecting farmer’ s interests and ac-
complishing agriculture cooperative movement gradually. But during the anti -
Right Deviation movement, Pan Fusheng’ s steady administration caused Wu
Zhipu’ s discontent. The struggle between them resulted in Pan Fusheng’ s
discharge as a member of Right Deviation Opportunism, and Wu Zhipu be-
came the first secretary of CPC of Henan branch. Because of the special situa-
tion in China in that time, the administration of Henan province under Wu
Zhipu’ s direction won more attention from CCCPC ( Central Committee of Com-
munist Party of China) and Chairman Mao Zedong. This resulted in Left Devi-
ation mistake which was run rampantly in Henan province during the Great
Leap Forward.

In the second chapter, I talk about the foundation of Chayashan Satellite
People’s Commune. Because this people’s commune tallied with the Utopia
aspiration for China social future direction of CCCPC leaders, such as Mao Ze-
dong etc, it was viewed positively and was attached great importance by the
leaders of the locality, the province, and the central govemment. Vice pre-
mier Tan Zhenlin expressed theoretical support. Li Youjiu, executive editor of
Hongqi magazine, twice visited Chayashan Satellite People’ s Commune; and
secretariat secretary Shi Xiangsheng of CPC of Henan branch reported the situa-
tion to Mao Zedong in detail. The general regulations of Chayashan Satellite
People’ s Commune ( rough drafi), which was accomplished through coopera-



tion of several sides, was personally appointed as constitution of all people’s
communes in China by Mao Zedong. From then on, the system of people’s
commune was spread all over China. This chapter theoretically analyzes the
deep reasons why people’ s commune could become the so — called new direc-
tion of five hundred million farmers. Those reasons include: first, the related
theoretical points of Marx and Engels; second, the influence of the first so-
cialism country, the Soviet Union; thirdly, Mao Zedong’ s Utopia complex
since his youth. Those reasons resulted in confirmation and highly valuation of
people’ s commune since its appearance, and the social revolution finally.

In the third chapter, it is described that the leading position of Henan
province and Launch Satellite (create new and succeeded record in false and
exaggerative ways) of food production in Chayashan Satellite People’s Com-
mune during the Great Leap Forward and people’ s commune movement. Be-
cause Henan province was the advanced Red Flag province in the Great Leap
Forward and people’ s commune movement, it had to adjust all its plans con-
stantly. Target of food production was personally and unreasonably raised with-
out stop, the deadline of achieving agriculture development program was shift-
ed to predated continuously. As the leader of Great Leap Forward, Chayashan
Satellite People’ s Commune fulfilled system reform in advance. Chayashan
Satellite People’s Commune set the first false and exaggerative record of wheat
product. This set the example for Launch Satellite in Great Leap Forward.
From then on, it set more startling records in food production. Many other
places in China followed its step and set more astonishing records one by one,
even the record of each acre reached 100 thousand jin, This typical false and
exaggerative record caused much more purchase from government, which
caused shortage of food and widespread famine in rural areas.

Firth chapter discusses the propaganda of Chayashan Satellite People’ s
Commune system and its so — called high food production by main newspaper
and magazine, and the important influence of the production and management
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of Chayashan People’s Commune in the other areas of China. This propaganda
was divided into two periods. In the first period, the propaganda mainly con-
centrated on high food production of Chayashan People’ s Commune, many na-
tional newspapers, such as People Daily, Guangming Daily, Wenhui Daily ,
China Youth Daily etc, and many provincial newspapers took part in the ac-
tion. Many famous scientists, economists, writers wrote articles to analyze
and sing high praise for the food production of Chayashan People’ s Commune.
In the second period, the propaganda mainly concentrated on Chayashan Peo-
ple’ s Commune system. Through these strong propaganda and numerous arti-
cles, Chayashan became the Holy Land of people’ s commune. Thousands of
visitors from all classes all over China flocked here to leam from it. Mao Ze-
dong inspected Suiping County in November 1958, the report to him also con-
centrated on a splendid communism Utopia.
In the fifth chapter, I discuss the serious result of Chayashan Satellite
1> People’ s Commune by the first foundation of the people’ s commune, and its
launch of the food product “Satellite” in the summer of 1958. During the
Great Leap Forward, the unique fame of Chayashan Satellite People’ s Com-
mune also sowed the seeds of misfortune. Because of the popularity of “Wu
Feng”, mainly “Gong Chan Feng” and “Fu Kua Feng”, the unlawful practice
of cadres was popular, the life and fortune of farmers were destroyed seriously,
and the social productivity declined. After CCCPC found its problem, the cor-
rection lasted for eight months, Ownership system was modulated and “Wu
Feng” was preliminarily held back, all kinds of debt were made clear and def-
inite. After the correction activity, Left Deviation mistake of Great Leap For-

ward and people’ s commune movement were kept within limits .

In the sixth chapter, Great Leap Forward continued after Lushan Meeting
in Chayashan Satellite People’ s Commune by ways of anti — Right Deviation
movement. After Lushan Meeting, anti — Right Deviation movement spread all
over China. Just like its people’s commune movement and Great Leap Forward,




the anti — Right Deviation movement in Henan province was on a grand and
spectacular scale. A great number of Right Deviation members were arrested in
this province. After criticizing Peng Dehuai and anti — Right Deviation move-
ment, Chayashan Satellite People’ s Commune retumed its original situation,
new tide of Great Leap Forward was created here. “Wu Feng” also returned
here as before, and Left Deviation mistake became more serious. A large scale
of anti — concealment movement was launched against those farmers who privately
hid food for themselves. This drove many dying farmers into the abyss of death.
This was the most direct reason for huge amounts people’s unnatural death dur-
ing the Great Leap Forward and people’s commune movement.

In the seventh chapter, I describe the disastrous result of Great Leap For-
ward and people’ s commune movement in Chayashan, which was huge
amounts of unnatural death and serious famine. “Xinyang Accident ” was an
example of the disastrous result of Great Leap Forward and people’ s commune
movement in Henan province, and also a typical case in China. In order t0<
maintain the fame of the first class people’ s commune in all over the country,
Chayashan carried out the Left Deviation policy incisively and vividly, and
tumed into a severely afflicted area of “Xinyang Accident”. Famine spread all
over Chayashan Satellite People’s Commune, unlawful practice of cadres was
astonishing, many cruel tortures, such as freezing, hunger, binding, beat-
ing, hanging, ironing etc, were used to treat disobeyers. All these factors
caused more than 10 percent death rate among the whole population. This also
was a typical case in China during the Left Deviation policy period.

Based on analyses of other typical cases, such as Leifeng and Jiao Yulu,
which is positively influential even today, or Dazhai and Guatao, which added
foul to the flames of Left Deviation mistaken policy, and the whole process of
setting, propagandizing, spreading and its result of each typical case, this
thesis clarifies the advantages and disadvantages of this kind of government ad-

ministration in modemn history of China.
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