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All civilization, from ancient times to pres-

ent, is the common wealth of human society.

To understand the world and study history,
we should first know something about those

great names in world history.
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The waters on the surface of the earth well illustrate the development of world civilization ; many
streamlets and brooks converge into rivers, which in turn empty into the sea. The making of
world civilization is propetrly exemplified in the strands or bundles of vascular tissue forming the
principal structure of a leaf . numerous tiny lines branch into various sub-veins joining the main
vein at one point. The crisscross of rivers in the world and veins in a leaf both make clear a com-
plicated but practically simple truth, that is, the advance of world civilization has been the joint
creation of mankind as a whole, all human achievements are the common wealth of human soci-
eties.

Quite a few eminent politicians, thinkers, military figures, scientists,and artists in world
history have greatly swayed the course of world civilization. Confucius and Aristotle have influ-
enced the human world with their respective ideas ever since their days. Li Shizhen promoted the
growth of natural science and traditional medicine with his brilliant work Compendium of Materia
Medica. And to Edison practically every urban household on the earth should be highly indebted
for his invention of electric lights and other civilized comforts. Up to the present day, Sakyamu-
ni, Jesus Christ and Mohammed, the founders of the three world religions, have been affecting
people in most parts of the world.

The Chinese have a saying, “The present should be based on the past, the present should not
be without the past,” while an English proverb goes, “To know what will happen in future, one
must go back to the past. ” Accordingly, a sound knowledge of world history should be acquired,
and much more should be known about world historic celebrities. Such a knowledge would help
considerably to build up a clear view of the thread of development of world civilization, to under-
stand the key links and essentials of history, and to get something from past generations, thus
making people more enlightened.

Included in Illustrated Biographies of World Historic Celebrities are giants in world history .
Confucius, Aristotle, Immanuel Kant, Karl Marx, Julius Caesar, Napoleon, Qin Shihuang,
Genghis Khan, George Washington, Isaac Newton, Li Shizhen, Charles Darwin, Thomas Alva
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Edison, Albert Einstein, Madame Curie, William Shakespeare, Cao Xueqin, Da Vinci, Ludwig
van Beethoven, Sakyamuni and Jesus Christ, of whom no educated person could ever justify ig-
norance.

Not designed to biographize saints, the series is aimed at presenting these figures as they
were. They are all historic notables, but are not all moral ideals or disinterested greats having
brought good to the public. We find even “gods of war” or disaster-makers in men like Genghis
Khan and Napoleon, who were ever bent on conquering. However, being closely bound up with
great historical events, they helped to determine the course of the stream of history. A knowledge
of their deeds should be promoted by collating and publishing their life stories. This consideration
has probably prompted the Jiangsu Education Publishing House to enter these lives into the series.

China is an ancient country, whose four great inventions—— paper making, printing, the
compass, and gunpowder - -— have exerted a tremendous influence on the progress of world civi-
lization. Notwithstanding this, China has remained far behind for quite a long period in modern
history. Take books in China. In the quality of paper, printing, artwork,and binding, much is to
be desired, not least when put on display at world book fairs. This has long distressed devoted
publishers in China.

An ancient country with a solid cultural tradition and the largest population, China should
contribute more to the world and exert her utmost to make her publication more competitive in the
international book market. The Jiangsu Education Publishing House is such a publisher filled with
great ambitions.

lllustrated Biographies of World Historic Celebrities, a colossal project, attempts to be superla-
tive in its contents, artwork, paper and binding. After its publication in China, the publisher will
bring out varijous editions of the series in different languages for readers the world over,showing
the best of Chinese publications, thereby to consolidate its position in securing a cultural exchange
and a joint venture with publishers in other parts of the world.

I believe this highly informative series, with its beautiful printing and artistic binding, will
be a continuing intellectual pleasure for readers both at home and abroad.

Qin Mu

Huagiao Xincun,Guangzhou

February, 1992
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