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Abstract

With the theme of Moving Towards a Society with More Concern on
Governance ; Social Construction and Social Management, this report lays
stress on some of the critical aspects of social construction in China today
and makes preliminary research on the improvement of social management
mechanism under the condition of market economy and sources of thoughts
on social construction and social management.

The overview of this report discusses the macro-thinking of social con-
struction and social management from the sociological perspective. Besides
overview, this report is divided into three parts and seventeen chapters as
follows:

Part 1, Practical Connotations of Social Construction, including: Chap-
ter 1, Economic Development and Social Construction; Chapter 2, Coordi-
nation of Interests and Social Construction; Chapter 3, Social Policy and
Social Construction; Chapter 4, Social Mutual Help and Social Construc-
tion; Chapter 5, Social Work and Social Construction; Chapter 6, Social
Control and Social Construction; Chapter 7, Social Construction and Rule

a10
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of Law Society; Chapter 8, Social Construction and Democracy; Chapter
9, Culture Construction and Social Construction; Chapter 10, Environ-
mental Protection and Social Construction,

Part 11, Improvement of Social Management, including: Chapter 11,
Social Management Under Market Economy Conditions; Chapter 12, De-
velopment of Nongovernmental Organizations and Improvement of Social
Management; Chapter 13, Strengthening of Community Construction and
Improvement of Social Management,

Part 111, Theories and Practice of Social Construction and Social Man-
agement, including: Chapter 14, Marxist Thoughts on Social Construction
and Social Management; Chapter 15, Development of Western Theories on
Social Construction; Chapter 16, Ancient Chinese Thoughts on Social Con-
struction and Social Management; Chapter 17, The Rural Reconstruction
Movement in the Twenties and Thirties of the 20th Century.

This report holds that, just like the concept of “society”, the concept
of social construction and social management also has both broad and narrow
sense. The broad sense of social construction and social management means
the construction and management of the whole society, that is the whole so-
cial system which includes political subsystem, economic subsystem, cul-
ture subsystem and social subsystem. The narrow sense of social construc-
tion and management emphasizes the construction and management of the
social subsystems parallel to such subsystem as politics, economy and cul-
ture. However, this kind of distinction only has relative significance and no
hard and fast line can be drawn between them. Social construction and social
management on its broad sense must rely on the construction and manage-
ment of each subsystem including the social construction and social manage-
ment on its narrow sense; in reverse, without the construction and manage-
ment of the whole society as its big environment, without the coordination
of other subsystems, social construction and social management on its nar-
row sense can hardly become harmonious subsystem on its own and practice
effective management. Therefore, the analysis of social construction and

social management in this report gives consideration to both their broad and
. 2 -



narrow sense,

This report points out that the constitution and interrelation of three
main social sectors are of structural prerequisite significance to social con-
struction and social management and play a key role in the construction of a
harmonious society. The so-called three main social sectors means that the
modern society has been gradually differentiated into three correlated and in-
dependent fields: public power field refers to state or government or govern-
ment organizations (GO) in political field and is usually called “the first sec-
tor”; private field refers to market or profit organization in economic field
and is usually called “the second sector”; public field refers to social organi-
zations, “the third field” besides the previous two fields and is usually calied
“the third sector” belonging to social field of its narrow sense. With respect
to government organization, “the third sector” means non-governmental or-
ganization (NGO). In relation to profit organization, “the third sector”
means non-profit organization (NPQ).

The three main social sectors all have their own foundation of existence
and their respective operation mechanism. As entitative organizational con-
stitution of the society, they have the following structural requirements.
Firstly, none of the three is dispensable and none of them could be substitu-
ted for one another. Without any one of them, the structure of the society
will be incomplete and will not be able to function normally, not to mention
building a harmonious society, And substituting one for the other will lead
to structural chaos and operational disorder, let alone building harmonious
society. Secondly, the proportion of the three sectors should be appropri-
ate. For example, “big government, small society” is a mode of high oper-
ation and management cost, and “small government, big society” is a mode
with relatively appropriate proportion for building a harmonious society.
Thirdly, the interaction mechanism of the three sectors should be positive
and mutually promoted. Only on the basis of a coordinative structure can
the three social sectors be brought into respective play and function comple-
mentarily so as to form a stable structure of social sectors with dynamic in-

teraction.



‘P EES AR R E 2006

Meanwhile, as entitative organizational constitution of the society, the
three main social sectors all have their respective intercourse relationship and
intercourse principles. The intercourse relationship and intercourse princi-
ples of each sector cannot be confounded and put into malposition. For ex-
ample, the exchange principle of equal value in the field of economy cannot
be used as intercourse principle of power in the field of politics, and can also
not be used as intercourse principle of public interest consultation in the field
of society. Likewise, the intercourse principle with power as media in the
field of politics cannot be used as the intercourse principle in the field of soci-
ety and economy. Some scholars, such as Habermas, think that blurring
the bounds of the three fields is the main source of various malpractices in
the 20th century, especially in the past several decades.

Now the social structure and integration mechanism for the linkage of
the three social sectors in China have not taken their respective form perfect-
ly which is mainly reflected in the serious unbalance of the three social fields
or sectors in their proportion and strength. With regard to the government,
the vestige of unlimited and almighty government left by the planned econo-
my still shows itself from time to time. Even if the government is moving
towards a limited, un-almighty government practically, ideas sometimes are
still confined to unlimited, almighty government. The pattern of “small
government, big society” has not yet taken shape and the part which should
be small has not yet been decreased and the part which should be big has not
yet been developed. Government-domination still finds expression in every
respect of our society. Market economy in China is still imperfect and has
not standardized; the third sector in China has just begun to develop and is
still out of proportion comparing with the previous two sectors in quantity
and quality. China has not detached from the structure of “big government,
small society”.

Meanwhile, the functional disharmony of the three social sectors is also
very protrudent in the following three aspects: firstly, the offside, omis-
sion and malposition of government are still very popular; secondly, the

phenomenon that the economic intercourse principle is mistakenly introduced
L] 4 L]
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into the field of public power field and public field is also very popular;
thirdly, the third sector has not been brought into full function and still can
not effectively offset the market failure, the government failure and can not
reduce the cost of social management. These also constitute the functional
obstacles for building a harmonious society.

This report holds that only when the above mentioned structural and
functional obstacles are removed step by step, the social structure and inte-
gration mechanism take form with the interaction and linkage of the three so-
cial sectors, the functions of the three sectors are effectively brought into
full play and their respective functions coordinate and promote each other
without friction or mutual elimination, will it be possible to provide a struc-
turally and functionally harmonious sector structure for the building of a
harmonious society. In particular, this report believes that the non-govern-
mental organizations should be further developed so as to facilitate social
construction and improve social management. Non-governmental organiza-
tions are both indispensable components of the society in its broad sense and
main components of the society in its narrow sense. Therefore, no matter
from the perspective of broad or narrow sense, development of non-govern-
mental organizations is the requirement of social construction and social man-
agement,

This report points out that current social construction and social man-
agement also should focus on building long-term effective mechanism coordi-
nating social relationships between different interest groups. Almost all the
current contradictions among people are related to interest relations and in-
terest demands. It is necessary to improve social policy and social work,
build and perfect long term effective mechanism such as interest expressing
and feedback mechanism, interest coordinating and full consideration mech-
anism, interest sharing and guarantee mechanism, interest with common
understanding and responsibility mechanism. The study of the development
and change of social interest relationship should be further strengthened.

This report holds that social construction and social management also

must attach great importance to solve the problem of theoretical prerequi-
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site. We should think highly of the study of Marxist thoughts on social con-
struction and social management, the study of western theories on social
construction and social management and the study of social construction and
social management thoughts of ancient China so as to borrow ideas and ab-
sorb quintessence from the outstanding theoretical achievement at all times
and in all over the world. This report believes that the deep ideas of socialist
social construction and social management in China today include two main
aspects; one is the guidance of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought,
Deng Xiaoping Theories and the important thought of Three Represents and
Scientific Development Concept; the other is some deep ideas on social oper-
ation and development of philosophy and social science including sociology.

This report holds that in order to persist in the guidance of Marxism,
the most important point is to draw a clear line between the essential stand-
points and concrete judgments of Marxism. Another key point is to distin-
guish the different attitudes of Marxism in treating capitalism and socialism.
We particularly should adhere to some fundamental judgments of the latest
research findings on Chinese society by localized Marxist scholars which in-
clude that China is in the primary stage of socialism and the first twenty
years in the 21st century are strategic opportunity periods for Chinese social
economic development etc. This report also thinks that some deep ideas on
social operation and development of philosophy and social science including
sociology should also be absorbed in strengthening social construction and
perfecting social management, such as the people-oriented idea, the win-
win idea, the idea of promoting social progress and reducing social costs,
the idea of modern governance and good governance etc.

This report points out that it is impossible for any harmonious society to
come automatically without constant experiment and endeavor on social gov-
ernance, especially good governance. Social governance and good govern-
ance should become the main direction in renewing the social management i-
deas and propelling the reform and innovation of social construction and
management. And the key point of social governance and good governance is

the co-governance of a society by state power and social power, public sec-
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tor and private sector, government, social organization and citizen. There
are essential differences between governance and rule. Currently, the
bringing up of the social construction and management mode of “leading by
the Party committee, shouldering responsibility by the government, coordi-
nation of the society, participation by the public” can be regarded as an in-
novation of Chinese characteristics which is both in conformity with the idea
of modern governance and good governance and in accord with Chinese situa-
tion. Although the innovation is still in its elementary stage, it can be im-

portant that it is reflecting a correct direction.
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