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Flower Paintings of Lan Ying
of the Ming Dynasty

Lan Ying, styled Tianshu, also known as Dieshou, was a
native of Qiantang (the present-day Hongzhou), Zhejiang pro-
vince. He was born in the 13th year of the reign of Emperor
Wan Li (1585, of the Ming dynasty and died in the 9th year of
the reign of Emperor Kang Xi (1670) of the Qing dynasty.

Lan Ying was good at painting landscape which followed
the style of many famous painters of the Song and Yuan dynas-
ties. Xu Qin, a critic of the Ming dynasty, admired his remar-
kable brushwork and skill, saying that Lan Ying’s brush possed
the spirit of antique. Lan Ying often copied works by the great
masters since the seventh century. He sought to model his
landscape style on that of Huang Gongwang of the Yuan dynasty.
The brush and ink in the works of Lan Ying’'s later period are
dense and strong. He was highly accomplished in figure and
sketch painting. In the history of Chinese art, Lan Ying was
often said to be the “last master of the Zhejiang School”, as
many of his landscape paintings reflected the academic style
of the early Ming Zhejiang painters. He was also an able painter
of flowers and birds, orchids and rocks, and plums and bamboos.
In his later yzars he called himself Shitou Tuo (Stone Top). Lan
Ying was olten compared to the Ming’s distinguished artists
inclucing Sun Zhou and Wen Zhengming. Lan Ying had a deep
influence upon his contemporaries as well as later great artists.
such as Chen Hongshou, Gong Xian, Fan Qi, Wu Hong, Gao
Cen and Zhou Zhe. Lan Ying’s son (Lan Meng) and grandsons
(Lan Shen and Lan Tao) were also famous artists,

This scroll consists of twelve sections (28:¢37.4cm), each
with a flower and rock in ink or colour on paper. Lan Ying
painted in fluid, vigorous strokes the plums. bamboos, orchids
chrysanthemums, peonies and narcissuses which appear to be
most realistic.
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