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ABSTRACT

As an integrate part of historical materialism, the Marx’s theory of
world-history reveal the process and direction of the trend in which the
relatively independent developments of different nations influence one an-
other and gradually become merged together since the birth of the modern
society. In the Marxist view, the world-history is characteristic of the ex-
pansion of modemity that originated in Western Europe, an expansion
that consists one dimension of the concept of modernity. Unlike the inter-
national intercourse of the pre-modern time, the modern intercourse
which on the world scale is transnational intercourse. This makes it plau-
sible to claim that the world-history exists in the internal development of
each nation, and that its nature lies in the internal characteristic of the
relations between different nations.

Critically inherited the classic economics, Hegel’s world-history the-
ory, and the ideology of internationalism in 18th and 19th century,
Marx’s theory of world-history takes the view that the transition of national
history to world history is decided by the development of production and
social interaction, with its motivating force in the emergence of mass pro-
duction and accumulation of the capital. The development of world histo-
ry is thus a process full of contradictions, with characteristics of whole-

ness, imbalance and periodicity, and ultimately leading to the realization
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of the communism.

The greatest contribution that Marx’s theory of world-history has
made to the study of history are seen in the following aspects: 1) the es-
tablishment of the important and yet not essential role of science and
technology through a systemic discussion of the motivating force in the
historical transformation in terms of production and social relations; 2)
observations of made about the function of the modemn country and its re-
lation with the world history, in which it is pointed out that the former
will gradually wane down; 3) exposition of the regional imbalance in the
development of history under the capitalist social conditions, and more
important, of the significance of regional development in the world histo-
ry; 4) establishment of the theories of transgressional theory of social de-
velopment in world history, as illustrated by Marx’s statement about the
development of the rural communes in Russia; 5) it exhibits the dialecti-
cal relationship between world culture and world history, and the univer-
sality, utility and vulgar nature of world culture during the historical stage
of capitalism. It views the development of world culture as a process driv-
en by contradiction whose final result is the unification and merging of
national cultures in which national and regional features disappear over
time. 6) it incisively exposes the influence world history has on human
development , takes the relationship between man and history as the start-
ing point for historical research, and concludes that the final outcome of
the development of world history will be the association of free men, that
is, communism.

Globalization denotes the whole contradiction-involving process by
which the modernity bom out of the capitalist mass production expands to

the whole world. Based on international and transnational activities, the
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characteristic feature of globalization is in the subjective awareness of his-
tory and international contact of ideology. This feature came into being
with the birth of capitalism and went into its prime in the 70s and 80s of
the 20 century. Therefore, although there is a difference between the
Marxist concept of world-history and the concept of globalization, the
phenomenon described are nevertheless the same.

In our contemporary time,. globalization is now taking on new fea-
tures. However, the features are not deviated from the general law of de-
velopment that Marxism has revealed. However, in the new historical
conditions,, we also have the task of further developing the Marxist theory

of world-history.
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