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1. The Reigate Squires

On April 14, 1887, | received a note saying that Holmes
was ill. He was resting in the Hotel Dulong and | went
immediatety to him.

| was pleased to discover that his illness was not fatal. He
had simply become sick due to the stress of an investigation. He
had been working on a case for two months without a break.
He rarely slept or ate and his body was exhausted.

Three days after my arrival he was well enough to travel.
We returned to Baker Street but | feit that he needed a
vacation. He was still depressed and | thought some country air
would do him good. An old friend of mine, Colonel Hayter, had
a house in Surrey, near Reigate. He had invited me to visit him
several times and said | could bring a friend. | decided that now
was the time to pay Hayter a visit. So, Holmes and | left Baker
Street for the country at the end of the week.
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We arrived in the evening and the Colonel served us a
wonderful supper. After we had eaten, we went into his
gunroom to visit for a while. Hayter showed us his collecfion
of guns. He told us that he had been taking his pistol to bed

with him.

" Why must you carry your pistol upstairs?" | asked
curiously .

" Just in case we have any trouble," Hayter replied.
" You see, Watson, we have had a recent robbery in the
town. Old Acton’s house was broken into last week. No
one has been caught in connection with the robbery. There

is a fear that the robbers will strike again."

Holmes, who had been resting on the couch, stood up
when he heard this. * Do you have any clues as to the
identity of the cfiminals?”" he asked. " Or perhaps something
interesting has been found?"



BABENE R L, EROVEITHES T —8F Bai
B, e, BIBEIMOEREESU T —2)L. BEAHK
A& e 5 e 2,
BEFEANML—EH#
R ETENAER.

“RT IR F
W EREAT 7 B A
HolA]o

“PARG T —i8 L BR
B, e imEEE,
“ROXEER, 4, HERERET HGR, ERRERNE
T EEMBARTTIAT , SURIIEREREIE, KEE
M BER

R/REMARADD K ERE, WrElXMER TRX, “4K
TR S REREH LR LAE, “5&E, BOK
BT el RSk 2L ik 7"

collection: ¥ % pistol: F & ' robbery ; # %
connection: % # criminal ; ¥ ¢, \




14

" Nothing that would interest you," said Hayter. * It was
just a small robbery after all. The thieves didnt get anything
of value. They destroyed the library, but took very little. In
fact, only a book, some candlesticks, and a ball of string
were taken. It looks like they grabbed whatever they saw. "

" [t seems obvious to me..." started Holmes but | held
up my hand.
"You are here to rest, my friend,” | said to him. " |

don't believe you're ready to tackle another case. This is a
small matter so just leave it alone."

Holmes made a face to show he was annoyed with me.
Still, 1 could tell by his smile that he appreciated my concern.
| took that moment to quickly change the subject. | did not
want Holmes to get involved in anything until he was well.



