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CHRONOLOGY

356 BC Birth of Alexander the Great in
Macedonia

338 BC King Philip Il of Macedonia defeats
allied Greek armies at Chaironeia

336 BC First invasion of Asia; King Philip

assassinated at Aigai; accession of

Alexander to the Macedonian throne

; 335BC Alexander’s campaigns in Thrace and
g Illyria; the destruction of Thebes
334 BC Alexander begins his invasion of the

Persian Empire; the Battle of the

Granicus river; the sieges of Miletus and

Halicarnassus
334-3 BC Conquest of southern Asia Minor; visit
to Gordion near Ankara
333 BC The Battle of Issus
332BC The siege and capture of Tyre and Gaza
332—-1BC Alexander conquers Egypt, founds

| Alexandria, and visits the Oracle of
Ammon at the Siwah Oasis

331 8C The Battle of Gaugamela

330 BC The burning of Persepolis; death of the
Persian Great King Darius III; murders
of Philotas and Parmenio




329-8 BC

327 BC

326-5 BC

325 BC
324 BC

323 BC
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Campaigns in Bactria and Sogdiana; the
capture of Bessus; the murder of
Cleitus; the Royal Pages’ Conspiracy;
the arrest of Callisthenes; the revolt and
death of Spitamenes

Alexander marries Rhoxane; the
invasion of India

The Battle of the Hydaspes against
Porus; the mutiny on the Hyphasis
river; the voyage down the Indus; the
campaign against the Malli

The march across the Gedrosian desert

The mass marriage at Susa; the mutiny

at Opis; the death of Hephaistion
The death of Alexander the Great at
Babylon




r—-—---—-# Alexander the Great #-—--—-----rcormm ey

INTRODUCTION
AND SOURCES

t is a daunting task to write a biography of

Alexander the Great. In the first place there is
much that is not known about one of the most
famous figures in history. In the second place, the \
heavily documented scholarly bibliography which
already exists — due in part to the endless
speculation caused by our lack of information — is
huge and constantly growing. In this Pocket
Biography 1 have therefore attempfed to present a
short account of Alexander’s life based on a
synthesis of academic material known to me, which
is aimed at the intelligent general reader interested
in the facts and problems which I and other ancient
historians think are important to the understanding
of this enigmatic figure. Of necessity I have had to
be ruthlessly selective within the confines of this
series and would never claim that this book is

comprehensive or intended to be so. It is emphatically
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not a documented account of Alexander’s military
campaigns. | hope none the less that this volume
may go some way to dispel various myths
commonly held about Alexander by those who
have not had the opportunity to delve behind the
many strictly ‘popular’ writings about him which

exist.

The Sources

That we know anything at all about Alexander is
primarily due to the ancient literary sources which
discuss him. Many university students in my
experience would gladly pass over a section on

‘source criticism’, the analytical study of historical

sources to determine the worth of what any of them
say. However, this is an essential part of the study of
history, and the study of Alexander poses a major
source problem. Many, many histories of Alexander
were written in antiquity (he was a source of
fascination to the ancients as well as to moderns),
but most are known only by title or in fragments
because of the circumstances of historical survival.

These included eyewitness accounts by men who

.. had accompanied Alexander’s expedition (the so-
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