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The Columbus Zoo and Aquarium has partnered with the staff of the Laoxiancheng
Nature Reserve to help conserve giant pandas since 1992. In that year, the people of
China and Columbus,Ohio, USA,brought giant panda ambassadors to the 500 year anni-
versary celebration of Christopher Columbus’ voyage to the New World. In addition to
enormous goodwill and the education of all who were touched by the pandas, funds
raised during their brief stay in Columbus have been and are still being used for wildlife
conservation. It has been an honor to provide this financial support to the efforts of the
people dedicated to the development and protection of Laoxiancheng Nature Reseve.
Beginning in 1997, the Zoo became not just a funder, but a participant in projects in
Laoxiancheng through a relationship with Dr. Jiang Zhigang and the Chinese Academy of
Sciences. This professional arrangement quickly developed into a respectful friendship
involving Reserve staff, Zoo staff, Dr. Jiang and students of the Chinese Academy of
Science. The program that resulted has benefited the wildlife and the human population
in the reserve.

The biological survey exemplifies a range of these benefits,further setting the foun-
dation for the future management of the wildlife resources for scientists, park staff and,
most importantly, local communities who are an integral part of the landscape. It pro-
vides added evidence of the critical role this area plays as a corridor connecting a network
of protected areas in the region. It further exemplifies the myriad ancillary benefits real-
ized by the funding of the conservation of a single charismatic species. In this case, the
attention brought to the region by giant pandas, creates a zone of biodiversity richness
that is a resource for future generations of residents of Shaanxi Province.

Although the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium supported this survey,it was completed
only through the dedicated and disciplined work of Dr. Jiang, his students and the

Reserve’s staff and the further support of local, provincial and national officials who rec-

X



ognize its importance. The result is a scientific document that has considerable practical,
as well as the obvious academic, value. The publication and widespread availability of

these results is a fitting acknowledgement of those who worked so hard to accomplish it.

Sincerely,

é““‘u «)' A\
Gerald W. Borin

Executive Director

Columbus Zoo and Aquarium
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