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Qilu Culture and Politics of Qin Dynasty

Meng Xiangcai ,
(Institute of Literature, History and Philosophy, Shandong @m’versity,’ Jinan, Shandong 250100)

Abstract: Though there had been a tradition of legalism in the state of Qin since the reform of Shangyang,
a large number of foreign officers migrated to Qin for its relative openness in the personnel policy and they
helped intentionally or unintentionally the sbread of different thoughts from different states throughout the
state of Qin, and thus came the thoughts of Qilu culture. The different schools of Qilu thoughts, such as
Confucianism, school of Mohists, school of Huang Lao, school of Yin Yang, together with Boshi and that
of Fangshi who originated in Qilu, exerted great influences on the politics of State of Qin and the unified
Qin dynasty. But the Qin rulers stuck to legalism stubbornly and Qilu thoughts failed to attract adequate
attention from them. Hence the Qin dynasty lost the opportunity of remedying the side effects of legalism
with the thoughts of Qilu culture and it came to an end during-the reign of the Second Emperor.

Key words: legalism; Qilu culture; Politics of Qin dynasty; Fen Shu Keng Ru
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