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Mr. Zhang Huibin. a native of Jinan. Shandong province. was born in 1942, His legs were

crippled because of a fall at the age of 12. Since then he started to learn painting. He began to con-
tribute works in the newspapers and magazines at 17. Many of his works were published in the

magazines and newspapers of " Arts” . " Chinese Painting and Calligraphy”™ . * The People’s
Pictorial™. "People’s Daily"and others. and were collected and published by the People’s Fine Arts
Publishing House. He has taken part with his works in the provincial and national art exhibitions
many times.

Many of his works have been collected by the Chinese Art Gallery. Academy of Chinese
Painting and collectors from Hongkong. Taiwan. Singapore. the United States and Sweden.

Zhang Huibin's life and works have been introduced in the ~ Biographical Dictionary of
Modern Chinese Aruists™. “Who's Who in Traditional Chinese Painting of Modern Time”. and
“Who s Who in Modern Chinese Calligraphy, Painting and Seal Cutting”.

Mr. Zhang is a member of the Chinese Artist Association, director of the Traditional Chinese

Painting Research Society of Jinzhou. Liaoning province, and an associate research fellow.
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Inscription

Aphrodite, the Goddess of love and beau-
ty in Greek myth, was named Venus by Ro-
man. The status of Venus, found on the is-
lands of Milos, was better known as
broken-arm Goddess. To defend the Dignity of
human being, Turgenev said, Venus de Milo
might be more powerful than the Declaration
of the Man and the Citizen of French Great
Revolution -

——Edlitor
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Sense of Beauty Lies in Substantial Content

Noticing the expression of excitement in the eyes of the audience, and hearing a great deal of
favorable comments at the exhibition of Zhang Huibin s baintings in China Art Gallery two years
ago, I wrote the sentence “sense of beauty lies in substantial content” quoted from Mencius 'writ-
ings on invitation for my comment.

The painter, who was disabled when he went to somebody 's rescue at the age of 12 and is now
less than 130 cm in height, has never enrolled in any academy of fine arts and has never got any
great teacher to pass on the knowledge and skill on painting. Due to his assiduousness and power
of understanding, he has kept on drawing unremittingly over the past 30 years and more. He has
practised oil paintings, picture-story books, paintings for the Chinese New Year, woodcuttings,
watercolor paintings as well as lots of sketches. Finally, his artistic talent was brought into full
play in the field of traditional Chinese paintings.

In this field, Zhang Huibin has pursued various subjects and styles, enriched painstakingly a
bright-colored and magnificant world that belongs to him and in turn has made his life more sub-
stantial and colorful. Both he and his paintings offer people love and sense of beauty.

It is the tradition in China that when we talk about literary and artistic works we come up to
the writers and painters. The correspondence and unison between the literary and artistic quality
and style and the personality of their writers and painters can be understood and analysed from
various anglcs and levels. When we appreciate Ludwig Van Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, we
would be tempted to think that the great composer was unable to hear anything when he was pro-
ducing this world-shaking work. When we admire Buonarroti Michelangelo’s church vault pain-
tings of Bible stories, we would not forget that long time hard work made the outstanding artist a
rickety man. And when we read books written by Gao Shigi, a Chinese scientist who lay bed-rid-
den and Zhang Haidi, who is paralized and stricken on a wheelchair, the communications in heart
and soul between us and the authors are far beyond the words and expressions in their works.

I"ve come to realize how profound connotation of the simple sentence “sense of beauty lies in
substantial content” by the famous sage of ancient times was. Who could say Zhang Hubin s life is
not substantial? Who could say Zhang Huibin, much shorter than the ordinary people, is not of-
fering you with sense of beauty? Are his paintings and his personality not adequate enough to
show his substantialness and perfection?

As for perfection, 1 think the high level Zhang Huibin has reached in painting should be taken
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into account. Just as some comentators say, Mr. Zhang’s works can be compared with the paint-
ings of those excellent painters who are able-bodied and have received regular school education.
Power of comprehension and long-time assiduousness have given Mr. Zhang a pair of eyes sensi-
tive to beauty. His works have showed us that he has ceaselessly explored various kinds of painting
techniques apart from the wide range of themes (eg. figure painting, landscape and flower- bird
paintings). Mr. Zhang is good at creating a poetic and artistic conception by using light and heavy,
empty and solid techniques in contrast. His alternative use of lines and ink-splash produces in

“some of his works (eg. “visiting blossoming plum in heavy snow”) a lingering charm, while in his
other works (eg. “warm water in spring river”) , an intriguing and vague effects. Thanks to his
better modelling knowledge, Mr. Zhang's works also have a concealed richness. Mr. Zhang has of-
ten dealt with the same theme but from different angles, such as figure paintings of Tao
Yuanming, Li Bai, Lu You, Lin Bu, Lin Daiyu and mountain spirits. This fully illustrates the rich-
ness of his mind and his comprehensive understanding of the figures. At the same time, his paint-
ing technique is never stereotyped. _

It is not that the figure paintings by Mr. Zhang are kept to the original without any change.
1 presume that, in a strict sense, works without any change to the original do not exist. In the pro-
cess of making an art work out of the objective existence of life, there can hardly be no changes.
However, Mr. Zhang has his own view on this issue. He “seeks an appreciation habit and
viewpoint close to that of the broad masses of the people”, and dislikes the unreasonable urgliness
and absurdity, believing that would not meet the popular appreciation demand. Accor-
ding to my understanding, such an attitude of Mr. Zhang has showed his specific kindness towards
life and the human world. He is pursuing perfection, reproducing and displaying perfect things.

Mr. Zhang, who has passed an arduous but successful way, has made the achievements
through self- study. He didnot receive regular education in any art school, but it is just the
“irregular” nature of his painting knowledge that made it possible for him to shake off the restric-
tive mould confining his creative thoughts. At the beginning Mr. Zhang did lots of sketches which
put his creativeness on a solid and realistic foundation. However, Mr. Zhang did not allow himself
to be tied down to the “authenticity” acquired from his sketch-drawing experiences. He has inher-
ited the traditional method of drawing from memory and enlightened his comprehension in medi-
tation and quiet observation. Besides, he is capable to combine many different painting techniques
he has learned from his painting activities, thus developing a particular painting style of his own. _
We can easily see the influence of woodcut, water color and gouache in some of his traditional
Chinese paintings. .

Mr. Zhang once asked me about my opinion on his works, but, to be frank, I was more in-
clined to listen to him talking about himself. Mr. Zhang said that he kept forging ahead under the
inspiration of his many plans. At the same time, he also complained about his sufferings from in-
somnia. As I listened, my eyes became moistened. I know clearly from my experience that it is very
hard for a feeble person suffering from illness to achieve a little progress. First of all he has to fight
against his illness. Only after that can he concentrate his remainder energy on his profession.
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Just imagine, can Mr. Zhang do it better if he is a man with a good health? According to the
common sense, it can possibly be so. At present, however, he has a much deeper understanding of
the philosophy of life than those able-bodied people, and his spirit of devotion also has his charac-
teristics. I think that his painting “Miss Lin Daiyu burying the failen flowers”™, though may not be
his best work, is permeated with a particular love and sympathy with the unfortunate people.

Shen Peng
June, 1991
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Plums Emitting More Fragrance in Severe Gold

Disabled but with indomitable willpower, arduous efforts have brought forth splendid
achievements, a man with noble personality— this is tke overall impression left on me by Mr
Zhang Huibin.

In the early winter of 1989, Mr Zhang keld a personal exhibition at China Art Gallery in Beij-
ing, where [ met him and enjoyed his wide-ranging paintings. Ever since then, his image and paint-
ings have deeply rooted in my memory.

When he was young, Mr. Zhang was crippled in a tumble. With astonishing willpower, he has
been travelling on the road of painting through arduous self-teaching, experiencing and creation.
Though his limbs were crippled, he has travelled throughout the country, paying out hundred
times of efforts than normal people. He is skilled in painting figures, landscapes, flowers-and-birds,
as well as in seal-engraving. His wide-ranging subjects, varying styles, accuracy of images and solid
foundation in painting have won extensive praise in the artistic circle. I cannot but say that it is
truly a miracle in the field of art that a crippled man has made such achievements, which are even
difficult for a painter with good health to accomplish.
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Mr. Zhang has reaped rich fruits in the past 30 years. Since the age of 17, he has published a
great deal of artistic works in various newspapers, magazines and publishing houses, and on many
occasions participated in national arts exhibitions. His foot-steps are full of sweat.

Mr. Zhang is modest. Even after he became famous, he not only still shows respects to the
veteran painters, but also takes delight in accepting criticism and suggestions to his works.

Assiduousness, enthusiasm and modesty are the basic conditions to guarantee the success of
one's cause. Mr Zhang has possessed all these requirements, thus having accomplished the current
achievements. Maintaining these virtues, he is sure to achieve more brilliant results.

He is like the plums which blossom braving the bitter cold.

Mr. Zhang is going to give a personal exhibition in Hong Kong, and “the Selected Paintings
of Zhang Huibin"is about to be published. When I heard the exciting news far away in Tianjing, 1
write down these lines to express my cordial congratulations to Mr. Zhang. It also serves as a pre-

face to the “Selected Paintings of Zhang Huibin”.
Wang Xuezhong

June, 1991
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A painting inspired by

poem

Tao Yuanming s
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Mountain spirit
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Shen Nong tastes herbs
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Lady and blossoming plum
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