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PREFACE

Botany is a discipline with a very long history in the development of
biology. In recent years, the study fields of Botany are widened extremely
and become one of the subjects with rapid speed in development due to the
expansion in the subdeciplines of biology science and achievements in the
molecular biology which accelerate the development of all subdeciplines and
founded a new base for their communication particularly.

As a basic part of biology, Botany aims at depicting the form, struc-
ture, physiology and function of plants from different levels such as cells,
tissues, organs, individual, population and biome. Its relationship with en-
vironment is also discussed in the book. It is a fundamental subject which is
widely studied among the universities of agriculture and/or forestry all over
the country. It provides the college students with an overall introduction of
Botany that will be helpful for students in their further studies. In this book ,
we not only reflect the feature in the present study of biology that all deci-
plines are related to each other, but also put great importance on the practice
in field. These would open students’ mind, stimulate their enthusiasm in
study and enhance their ability in relating the theory with practice. After
each chapter, some questions are provided. Many of them need students to
try their best to find answers. These questions will be helpful in training
students’ abilities in solving problem and the cultivation of creative thoughts.
Finally, we are also grateful to the authors who published books at home and

abroad, which many of materials and pictures are cited from in this book.

SWAU. November 2003
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