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1. BEIEHPHY proverb HI idiom 7E BHI% AL P S B HE AL AR« LB
8., SEPBR L, proverb BZESCE X4 a popular saying, a wise saying or a
didactic sentence, ifij idiom M FE7R a form of expression peculiar to a lan-
guage, a phrase with a well-known meaning, Ff LA, /& J& BB 8912
i RERAMRRZEE, K5 EL2 R A KZ1E (proverb) ,
W AIE (idiom) AEEGIEZ S,

2. BB B ECFRIAFHT], DUR 2 i fUE g id
FHBRBE—-BRHEEAMTRT, UIs M’ Tis FHEAOT, At
HWES(C) , H—EM LT,S 1 T,LS UFHES , AR LT M T,

3. B THEMAENBENZERR, FHTLU It is 8 He is
5% There is SFF IR H012E , TEA R MR A R B A ARl gEfE It s
B¢ He’s 8{ There’ s % A EFHR, I’ s FRAERT It is 5,
EEEFEHABNTH T HREL.

4. RBE N ABFE B EEM AT SCER KRR, X
ERFTEMEEZT , PURBEREIBX]EL, PXHBEEAS
—ERFLEEFENZEFHR, BRTEES LN ELRR, BHATE
PEYER, BEAREEES A RREE,

5. EFSHEBEFARAEFEMR A BB, HBEMK
IR, EARBAEFRRHRE XEMEEPFANES 2R
MR, TREDXHIFPHHTAEZERXLE, LW A pot
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that belongs to many is ill stirred and worse boiled. — /4], % A Hp C/E
“KNRBREARHE , KRZE B ALEE,” 5N Rats desert a sinking
ship. —&] , Fp SCHE“ UARDL, Rl T N33, RETIR "

6. AfhHmA [ MERE] [ HBEE] M BELm] &, 0
WECE R3S RIS ERZCCBERINS SN BERIFA—E
Ef‘ﬁ’%%fﬁ%*iﬁﬁig( A E HFEmSak) miE(RE
WATHE BEMARB K O %3E, TR KT E) 44 (L35 — L5
FHEGE B3 A R SCRMEIE S, i EOIB B i, lIEE A
?%%ﬂé” { I, The wind in one’ s face makes one wise. ) f1“ W Z AR, 4=
FEFR;NBEZE, BT EL” (W Rome was not built in a day. ) ), X
BEE BERA AT REER SR KXY S, M More haste,
less speed. Xf B ARIE “ BKEE W AR ; AT BE7E BAK £ T30 A Aifs
ot A" s well that ends well. FFXH I EAE A AL RER,
HRAEHE B ad stk E B g Rt A R &8 M EE
B RS SHERE, RRBYAFFEERER, S REETX
%, 1 Good and evil are chiefly in the imagination. —4) F I T “F 4
deht, IR £ s AR T — 41, AL R IR X — B B4 ARt R
SUALSEREGE] [ X REE A 3R A ] & H, MR R —
B%, REBEOHFIAN B RIE G152 8B x5 7 A 3 B
R BELU R BN EA TS,

7. BHESGEE RENHFARR, BAR A £ EER
I R AR R BRS: , L You can’ t judge a book by its cover. 5 You
can’t tell a book by its cover. XFi4], #_LiXKiEE, A PPELK
— RSO R AR [ R ) 5 — R SRR ERA, HE A
HAEETE AWK R EAPERT LR S EE, AR ER
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HAREFEA i R IR 48, L Better be the head of a dog than
the tail of a lion. 3X - ‘/FTJ-, AAT7T BE2 A fox . mouse 1%, lizard 3 X %%
dog,REY FH ass ... horse pike... sturgeon BY yeomanry ... gentry {0
dog... lion, B _FiXFFF L, 4454w R OB 2L L R B B A & 9
%,

8. MP—MERBIFERS —AWERIER, MERELLE,
54 The mills of God grind slowly. & The mills of God grind slowly, yet
they grind exceeding small. f45HE , th/F 2R Ab 3

9. BAMEEKEIE REBFERBEN -0 (BFEETXFE
) , B BB B IR ER 4, tL N To err is human. & To err is hu-
man , to forgive, divine. I ET 4], Save us from our friends! J& God de-
fend me from my friends; from my enemies I can defend myself. R4
), 7% 45 U AH R B

10. BEREEREFRBIENEM BN XCFHASTTAE
B, kL& Sorrow and bad weather come unsent for. f& Sorrow comes un-
sent for. BIARMR . 454X — HBBENE A AR HHZIE D BITERE -

1. AR BEEREBEZE T L, APl ETEE
B DLAS B 3B XT3, 4 : Stolen waters are sweet. F Stolen fruit are
sweet. Bi/A] o

12. B FH B RE, %EiE P AEREEEZE LY XBAMARN
ZiA, R ER R A . SEhR L ARSI B, R BB M R B AT
REBLEER, Wi, & BAEERIEERN,BRIERSE B LT
B, —2 5 ik he/she, him/her, himself/herself ¥ ) person, one,
people %, ISR FiF R IXZIEHIER

G )RS
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A bachelor of arts discusses books, a pork butcher talks of pigs.

People of different trades or social positions have different qualities and in-
terests.

[]X] ARH, BRER,

[ RELE] EARAHNE

A bad beginning makes a bad ending.

if the start is wrong, bungled or with trouble, the result can’ t be satisfying.
[BX] FRAHERE.

A bad bush is better than the open field.

An open field with nothing in it has less value than a badly grown bush.
[BX] HEXARR, MUKER,

[ HRARIE] WHTX

A bad custom is like a good cake, better broken than kept.

Cake should be eaten, not kept; a bad convention must be broken, not fol-
lowed.

[ 8] BRIFEAEME, AR RABRE.

A bad excuse is better than none at all.

A clumsy excuse counts more than none.

[BX] HOEMS, BHEAR,

[HBAIE] BETE

A bad husband makes a bad wife.

The wife of a bad man can only be a bad woman.

[BX]) KEERH,

A bad penny always turns up.

A least wanted person is more often than others to turn up.

(8] BT AN BRFEAR (L AHRPHALKT) .
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A bad shearer never had a good sickie.
An incompetent worker shifts the blame to tools.
[BX) NBIERRRRR =, AT 85,

[ HRBE] hA R DAL

A bad woman is worse than a bad man.

If a woman is bad, she is nastier than a bad man.
[BX] ZAREE, ZELE AR,

[ BEIE] BFEOAL

A bad workman always blames his tools.
[2&4k] A bad workman blames his tools.

A bad workman blames his tools.

People tend to find excuses for their failure in doing certain things by bia-
ming the available resources or circumstances.

[BX] BCHARBE, RS HERE .

[ HBIEIB] HA TR DAL

A barber learns to shave by shaving fools.

Only an idiot will allow other people to practise on him/her for their own
experience and knowledge.

[BX] $LEFEHF,ERNRE ERT].

A basket-justice will do justice right or wrong.

A corrupt judge cannot handle a court case impartially.

[BX] BWEE, MERL.

A bean in liberty is better than a comfit in prison.

Tough but normal and free life is preferable to good living behind bars.
[BEX] 866 B S, CaOifE  BINLTEE, BN,

A beard well lathered is half shaved.

Good preparation for a start is as good as a piece of work half finished.
(] ARk A, ST P —; TAESRAN, S — 1T H

—4
JCo
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A beggar can never be bankrupt.

A beggar is destitute, so has nothing more to lose.

[BX] Z5EHE, RARSM.

A beggar pays a benefit with a louse.

Of bad character, beggars are ungrateful to people’s kindness.

[BX] 25 ERL, ZEAGE,

A belly full of gluttony will never study willingly.

A person eating excessively has no interest at all in learning knowledge.
(BX] BREHRGE, FEFENE,

A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.

It is better to hold on to what you have already got than to reject it in the
wish for something more and better, since this might never happen.

[(BX] —SEFHT_SER(EEREERBNEAN, AERRTR2S
ABE, BB E s OUR SRR FHRELE) .

A black hen lays a white egg.

A wrong impression on someone or something may be induced from their
appearance, so we must not fall into the pitfall.

[#EX] BRABEEIR AABRDAT

[ WEREBIB] AR

A black plum is as sweet as a white.

Under different appearances there might be the same good stuff.

[#¥X] BEAZE EFEEHHANE FEIEK.

[WREIE] AR O, BB ERERTH

A blate cat makes a proud mouse.

Laissez-aller ends with ill-bred children and discipline-busting subordinates.
[BX] RKEAXB™, LETREBA.

A blind man may sometimes hit the mark.

Good luck might come to those who can least expect it.

[BX] BFEfhe, 583 ERE<.
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[ BEIE] EMRIERT
A blister will rise upon one’ s tongue that tells a lie.
A liar will be punished.
[BX] #fESE LRTE,
A blithe heart makes a blooming visage.
Gaiety makes one look beautiful.
[BX]) LGEEIE,
A boisterous horse must have a rough bridle.

The intractable should be trained and disciplined with harsh measures ac-
cordingly.

[#EX] RSHAEEY .

A bold heart is half the battle.

Valour in a battle is as good as winning half a victory.

[BX] 1ERER, KR,

[WEEa] BUABERE, BB

A bonny bride is soon buskit, and a short horse is soon wispit.
A pretty bride needs less time to dress up and put on make-up, ]ust as a
small horse is easy to be rubbed down.

[BX] BRHBRHITH . BDBILGTER .

A book that is shut, is but a block.

If one has a book but does not read it, that book is useless and wasted.
[#x ) BHEABBWEECEHMARE, BEBAR) .

A borrowed loan should come laughing home.

A loan can produce the creditor a considerable profit.

[BX] BV, AR, R P8

A brave arm makes a short sword long.

Valour makes physical weaponry more powerful.

[BX] RE-BE EOEKF.

A brave man may fall, but he cannot yield.
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The brave people will not yield though they can fall.
[BX] BHEXET BERSRE.
[XBEA] LARWMAR R
A brave man’ s wounds are seldom on his back.
The brave, if wounded, are most often to have the wounds on the chest,
because they always charge forward.
ABX] BEAGEEY, B R BEKEE.
A bribe will enter without knocking.
Bribery always sneaks in through the bribed’ s vigilance.
[BX] T2 AT, WA KBRS 3K .
A broken friendship may be soldered, but will never be sound.

If damaged and then repaired, a friendship cannot be expected to be as
good as before.

[BX]) KEEETERN, HNERERER,

A bully is always a coward.

Bullies are actually faint of heart.

[BX] BAER, BN,

A burnt child dreads the fire.

One who has suffered will fear the same experience.
[#¥x] #akzL, kRO,

[WBEWIT] —Eaew, HEn It

A careless hussy makes many thieves.

If a housewife is careless, thieves can easily burgle into her house.
[BX] fo e,

A carrion crow never brings luck.

Crow is always a bird of ill omen.

[BX] ZEGAGEIRES

A carrion kite will never be a good hawk.

A knave can never be a good person, as a vulture is always wicked.
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[BX] FAFRER2E, KGR,
[ RARIE] Tih 5o, A v
Gogiciiay:-) BE L &N EA- S

A cat has nine lives.

1. The cat can tease and defy death with its agility and fortune. 2. Somebody
has great vitality like a cat that may survive very harsh conditions.

[BEX] L WHE KA, KERGFE, 2. B AL 4 iR, (A Lk,

[ HRMBIB] arRBRERK

A cat in gloves catches no mice.

If too cautious, one gets howhere.

[BX] BETFERMER, I3/ N ASERF,

A cat may look at a king.

The socially low deserve their own basic rights.

[BX]) BERGMZEERAFOA(ANTSE)

A chain is no stronger than its weakest link.

A bungled minor segment may damage an overall plan.

[BX] —3FAEFRFH,

[(MRHEE] —FAH HRER

A change is as good as a rest.

Change in life benefits one’ s health.

(B BAE O,

[REE] WIRSE, BRI

A cheerful look makes a dish a feast.

If a host/hostess looks happy and sincere when entertaining his/her guests
with a dinner, the dinner will be as delightful to the visitors as a luxurious
banquet.

[BX] ERFHERE.

A cheerful wife is the joy of life.

A man can enjoy a happy family life if his wife is happy.



4500 English Proverbs with English & Chinese Annotations 7

[BX] FAVERE, AEH M,

A child may have too much of his mother’ s blessing.
Mother is often to pamper her child.

[(BX] 2P ATFHEEBE,
A child’ s service is little, yet he is no little fool that despises it.

Children’ s filial presents to their parents may never be enough considering
what their parents have done to them, but parents may hurt them if they
think the presents are too little and too few.

[BX] FLmEHRETELC, LRMERERRZMA GILER L.

A churl’ s feast is better than none at all.

{#¥x] (%% Half a loaf is better than none. )

A civil denial is better than a rude grant.

If you are granted a benefit in a rude way, you feel more insult than to have
your demand declined.

[Bx] BHEMNBTARNZHSMIELSE,

[HREE] BEAZERZR

A clear conscience fears not false accusations.

If one’ s conscience is crystal clear, one does not fear wrong accusations.
[BX] BT, AR,

[HBEE] 1. FEAME TR 2.47HE,1BE

[REE] BEFHES

A clear conscience is like a coat of mail.

A clear conscience protects one from accusations and hurt.

[#EX] MM ROR_RAENTFZH,

A client twixt his attorney and counsellor is like a goose twixt

two foxes.

When two lawyers rival for the legal trust from one client, they treat the cli-
ent like two beasts fighting for the same prey.

[BX] FWAERIEREE, R —R—F B R,
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A close mouth catches no flies.

A closed mouth will not provoke disputes or cause trouble.
(B3] BHSERA,WEER, ‘

A constant guest is never welcome.

Hospitality wears out with a constant guest.

[BX] WiizE, AZRIE,

A contented mind is a continual feast.

With contentment, one enjoys on-going happiness.
[BX] MBEZASHE.
[MBRIE] LAMBKE 2. MERE

A cool mouth, and warm feet, live long.

Longevity is achieved through moderate eating and drinking,

physical exercise.

[B’X] K~ L5850, A,

A crafty knave needs no broker.

A cunning thug is bad enough to carry out craft alone.
[ B ] BYEZEHEE, CBATHAR.

A creaking door hangs longest.

[ & tk] A creaking gate hangs longest.

A creaking gate hangs longest.

and plenty of

A chronically sick person may enjoy longevity, as a creaking gate outlives a

grand one.

[#X] WETXERIR, AR AFw K.

A crooked man should sow beans, and a wud man peas.

A cripple should sow beans because they can be thickly sown, and a crazy

man with too much energy should sow peas as peas need large row spac-

ing.

[BX) BPHED MTHAE, RO MBS, WEMER. (K]

A crow on the thatch, soon death lifts the latch.
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Crow brings human beings misfortunes.
[BX] 58, RED,
A crowd is not company.

There are many, many people around us, but all of them are not our
friends, and we may even feel lonely.

(BX] AT AL, ASHEEIH,

[WRBEA] HRAHXT, AOELA

A crust is better than no bread.

(#Ex] (i%2H Half a loaf is better than none. )

A cut-purse is a sure trade, for he has ready money when his
work is done.

Pickpockets make theft their job, earning income from stealing.
[BX] M= RTFHR, TEFEREE .

A dead bee makes no honey.

A dead person can no longer make money.

[BX] HEARE FEAREY,

A dead mouse feels no cold.

If one is dead, one no longer suffers from the hardship of life.

[]x] BEWZHES, WRER

[RALIBE] —THT

A dead wife’ s the best goods in a man’s house.

Wife is troublesome in a family, therefore, a good wife is a dead one.
[(BX] FERTE,

A deadly disease neither physician not physic can ease.

If a patient is doomed to death with a fatal disease, doctors and medicines
are impossible to save the life.

[BX]) MERABBA, BABGYREL.

[(HBEG] REREHEEAR, A4XHHED)

A deaf husband and a blind wife are always a happy couple.



