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ABSTRACT

This book is a monograph on the origin and development of Chinese decorative designs
jointly compiled by China renowned historian on arts and crafts Mr. TIAN Zibing, Professor
and Supervisor of Ph. D candidates, the Academy of Arts & Design.Tsinghua University,
Professor WU Shusheng of Beijing Institute of Artistic Designs and Professor TIAN Qing,
Dean of the Department of Dyeing, Weaving and Garments, Academy of Arts &
Design,Tsinghua University. The book has 12 chapters, including thc Introduction, the
Primeval Decorative Designs, the Decorative Designs of the Xia and Shang Dynasties, the
Western Zhou Dynasty, the Spring and Autumn Period, the Qin and Han Dynasties, the
Three Kingdoms, the Western and Eastern Jin Dynasties and the Northern and Southern
Dynasties, the Sui and Tang Dynasties, the Song Dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming
Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty. The authors have done a careful and thoughtful systematic
study by mainly classifying into the popular designs, the main inherited designs, common
designs. theme designs, etc. This book has used the branches of learning of cultural
anthropology, archaeology, historiography, literature searching, textual criticism, religious
knowledge and folklore to probe meticulously the decorative designs in Chinese history
with justified and distinct view points, as well as carefully polished and concise writing. It
is a monograph with thorough studies on the decorative designs of China past dynasties,
and has filled in the blanks of the similar works.

The authors have cited more than 500 kinds of ancient literatures and texts. They quoted
for each of the designs from either classics or authoritative works, thoroughly researched
and cited its concrete history of origin, development and evolvement, and even cited
many records for some of the designs, carefully checked and discriminated their historical
origins and developments to make them lengthy but orderly, sound and precise. In addition,
the authors have selected 596 precious photos from among some 10,000 photos they have
collected to be attached to the text so as to give readers a clear and direct perception. All
these have added academic and historical value to this book.

Though this is an academic work, its application is extremely extensive. Apart from keeping
it at desk as an indispensable reference book by the professionals, it can also be used as a
text book by undergraduates or postgraduates at colleges and universities of fine arts. It
can be chosen to use by the people engaged in decorative design, garment design and
environmental artistic design, as well as kept for appreciation by those who have ardent

love for Chinese arts and crafts, and specifically, Chinese decorative designs.
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