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Preface

Wang Qi — Shan

Because of their graceful appearance and elegant manner, cranes have been
beloved by people since the ancient times, and regarded as the symbols of good lucky,
happiness and longevity. Cranes usually inhabit in wetlands, and hence to be a
sensitive indicating species in monitoring the quality of the wetland environment.

Although crane research and crane conservation were hardly done in China before
1970s, but China crane course has been developing rapidly since the late 1970s. In the
past 30 years, underwent a long-term investigation and research Chinese researchers
basically got a clear understanding of crane species, distribution and population sizes
in China. Lots of researches related to cranes habitats, ecology, behavior, breeding,
winter, migration, rearing, studbook, disease preventing, anatomy, physiology,
biochemistry and the construction and management of nature reserves were conducted
and achieved a lot, so as to promote and expand China crane course, and makes China
crane course important to the world. However, crane papers published in various
magazines including some restricted publications, and brings the difficulty in
document retrieval, especially to the personnel who works in the basic level and in
nature reserve, to university students in doing there graduation theses, to the
amateur bird watchers and photographers as well as the personnel concerned.
Moreover, most crane papers were published in Chinese magazines, it is difficult for
foreigners to retrieve even hardly to find the papers, and may affect the learning
exchange and cooperation between Chinese researchers and foreign colleges, and
influence the world to understand China to certain degree.

For fear of that, sponsored by and cooperated between China Ornithological
Society, Dr. Ma Zhi-Jun, Dr. Zhou Li - Zhi and Doctress Su Li - Ying were trusted
to compile the {Bibliography of Crane Research in China). Doing their endeavors the
three editors in chief fulfilled their job in high quality and in time. As everyone
knows, scientific research starts from document retrieval, it provides researchers with
the achievements of the predecessors and broadens their vision, helps them to find out

the problems so as to avoid replication and work smoothly. The press of this book is
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an important contribution to China crane course, and will surely make the convenient
for the readers, it is either a reference book of high value, it provides important
information for our foreign colleges, and promotes the academic exchange and crane
research both at home and abroad.

Limited by time and expenses and something else, some papers might be misses
from the book; the collections from both open and restricted publications may result
in the repetition of some papers, this book is unable to cover the faunas and faunistic
papers at provincial and local levels. We hope that readers may take notice of it in

doing retrieval.
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Guides for Readers

1. The Bibliography of Crane Research in China includes 1129 research papers of
cranes that were studied in China by Chinese and foreign researchers. All the papers
were published between 1932 and 2003.

2. The bibliography only includes scientific publications and a few popular
science papers. The news reports and most of popular science documents were not
included in this bibliography. Some scientific publications mainly documented on avian
communities. Even though, these papers mentioned distributions of the cranes, were
not included in this bibliography.

3. Most of the papers included in the bibliography are formal publications. Some
of them are informal publications. These papers come from: Abstracts of
International Crane Workshop (1987), Abstracts of International Crane Workshop
(2002), China Crane News, Newsletter for Wetlands, Annual of Heilongjiang
Wildlife Research Society, Transactions of Liaoning Zoological Society, Zoological
Gardens (2-8 volumes), Annual Report of Beijing Zoo, and Proceedings of the
Conference of Chinese Zoological Gardens (3vd volume). The dissertations studied
cranes are also included in this bibliography.

4. The arrangement for Chinese publications is listed original, Chinese in front
and translation, English in back; the arrangement for English publications is listed
original, English in front of Chinese translation. The translations of titles are
followed with the original sources.

5. The order of the papers is arranged according to the surname of the authors,
and the Chinese papers are listed in front of English papers.

6. In order to make it easy to find the related data, the authors, names of species
and subjects, and the published time are indexed and listed at the end of this

bibliography.
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