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PREFACE

Being one of the seven ancient capitals in China,
Anyang is a famous historic:l and cultural city with
a history of more than 3000 years and boasts rich
resources of place names, The study of its place
names is of great significance both to itsdgspiritual
and material civilization,

Having contributed both to Heran Volume of the
Dictionary- of Place Names of the Peoples Republic
of China and the Dictionary of Place Names of Henan
Province in Ancient and Modern Times,Mr Xu Zuo-
min has made vast on-the-spot investigation, sort-
ing and research ing in the past decade,and has colle-
cted a large amount of first- hand information, On
this foundation, he, studying assiduously and bra-
ving in exploration, wrote a series of monographic
papers after he made thoroughly and carefully textual
research on the important ancient and modern place
names, The present book entitled “Study of the
Ancient and Modern Place Names in Anyang” is the

¢ollection of these papers, Some of them have been
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carried by books and journals published openly, 1t
is the result of the hard work by the author who
Loves the work of place mames, and an important
achievement of the Office of Place Names of Anyang
County as well, Its publication shows not only
the achievment in the place names research of the
ancient capital city of Anyang,but also reflects the
gratifying achievment in the research of jthe place
names of Heuan Province, '

This is a book noted both for its knowledge and
learning, With a viewpoint based on dialectical
materialism and historical materialism the author has
made careful exploration and study on the origins,
development and meanings of the place names, Not
sticking to old ways and following blindly the old
records,the author, respecting historical facts and
science,has put out new viewpoints of his own on a
lot of issues, This is the first time for some of the
materials in the bosk to be published,It is not only
a contribution to the study of the local history and
records, but also boasts certain value of reference
on the subject of historical geography,

The book “Study of the Ancient and Modern
Place Names in Anyang” serves both as a useful
reference book for professional users and a nice
textbook for developing national culture and patriotic
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education, To love the place, one must know the
place,and to love China, one must know China, The
book will play its proper role in this field,

Shang Shiying Chen Changyuan

April 12, 1991

Henan University
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