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Preface

As an inland plateau city, Kunming locates in the Southwest of China. Thousands of Black-head-
ed gulls Larus ridibundus have been regularly migrating to Kunming for wintering and presented a har-
monious scenery of human and gulls since 1985. In the past 2 decades, the gulls have not only brought
pleasure to people, fresh life to tourism and economy, they also tested the civilization and love of the
city. The international forum was therefore held from February 17 to 18, 2006 for the purpose of sum-
marizing and propagandizing experience on protecting and attracting Black-headed gulls. It was intend-
ed to display the harmony between man and birds, and the ambition of constructing Kunming into a city
of “harmony, safety and Civilization” , to enhance national and international exchanges and coopera-
tion, and probe effective ways on bird conservation, to dig the scientific and cultural background of
harmony among man and birds, and to promote a harmonious development of human and nature, econ-
omy and society.

The forum was co-organized by Kunming Municipal Government, China Ornithological Society and
Yunnan Environment Protection Bureau, hosted by Kunming Association for Science and Technology,
Convention and Exhibition Office of Kunming Municipal Government, Kunming Forestry Bureau and
Kunming Birds Association with sponsorship from Kunming Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Faculty of Conservation Biology of Southwest Forestry College, School of Life Sciences Yun-
nan University, School of Life Sciences Yunnan Normal University, Yunnan Institute of Environmental
Sciences, Yunnan Wild Animal Park and Yunnan Econetwork. It focused on the theme of “Avian Pro-
tection and Harmonious Development”. 14 famous specialists from both overseas and China delivered
interesting and informative keynote speeches, and 18 scholars of wild animal protection also exchanged
ideas in the two parallel sessions of “Diversity, Ecology and Conservation of Birds” and “Art and Cul-
ture, Conservation Awareness of Birds, and Public Education of Bird”.

This proceeding takes in 56 papers, covering rich topics ranging from the avian diversity, distri-
bution and habitat, breeding behaviors, migration, avian culture and the relationship between man and
birds. It is of great values in science study and in public understanding of man and birds in harmony,
and is characterized by the combination of natural and social science, of ornithology and bird culture.
The richness of this volume is certain to stimulate and enlighten all those people, wildlife administra-
tors, researchers and students alike, who show interests in the fascinating birds.

A lot of editing and reviewing work has been in debt to Pro. WANG Zijiang, Pro. YANG Lan,
Pro. YANG Xiaojun, Pro. LIU Ning, Pro. HAN Lianxian, Dr. HUANG Haikui and Pro. DUAN
Bingchang. We own much to academician MA Jianzhang and ZHANG Yaping, and Pro. CHU
Guozhong, Pro. YAN Cheung-wei and Pro. MA Yiqing for their great support and help. And our

thanks also go to Yunnan Science & Technology Press for their excellent work.
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