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Foreword

Taiyuan is called “Bing” in shortand known as Jinyang in ancient times. Historically it was not only served
as the secondary capital of the country, “Beidu” (the Northern Capital), “Beijing” (also the Northern Capital)
and “one of the nine important border towns in China” , but also carried the reputation of “the land of good
harvest” , “town of economic wealth” and “a strategically located town” . Its long history and splendid culture
have left the city with an enormous wealth of extremely valuable heritages, recording its historical position and
demonstrating its rich cultural legacy.

As an old cultural city, the primitiveness, beauty, profundity and prosperity of Taiyuan has been portrayed
and depicted in poems by a number of renowned statesmen and poets such as LI Shimin (Taizong of the Tang
Dynasty), LI Bai, WANG Changli, BAl Juyi, FAN Zhongyan, OU’ YANG Xiu, YUAN Haowen and GUO Moruo.

In China, the song of Shanxi is praised tor its beautiful landscape is popular and Taiyuan, the provincial
capital, is the highlight. Unlike the exquisite and elegant scenery in the South, the open and wide sights at
seaside and the grand and peaceful grassland, the scenery in Taiyuan is green, tranquil and magnificent with the
harmony of the people and nature.

The mountains in Taiyuan are verdant, magnificent and abundant with mineral resources. On the mountains,
the Confucian, Buddhist and Taoist temples have existed calmly and harmoniously for thousands of years. There
is beautiful scenery at every mountain and there are literary and historic quotations about every scenic spot,
such as Tianlong Mountain, Mount Dragon, Lieshi Mountain, Juewei Hill, Mount Meng, Mount Tai and Mount
Xuanweng. Around Taiyuan city, there are the famous tourist attractions in Shanxi: Wutai Mountains, Mianshan
Mountain, Hengshan Mountain and Mount Luya. The rivers and lakes in Taiyuan are shining not only with the
landscape around them but also the fairy tales and historic records. The Nanlao (never—aging) Spring, Zhibo
Canal, Fenhe River, Wenying Lake, Black Dragon Pond, Yingze Lake and Jinyang (the ancient name of Taiyuan)
Lake are running quietly around the City. Valuable historic and cultural relics are scattered among the mountains
and rivers, hidden in the City’ s lanes and streets.

The 2500-year old city is full of the ancient North China styles, especially that of the Tang Dynasty. But now
Taiyuan has worked out the new spirits for the City: “compatible, harmonious, credible and outstanding.”
Since the opening up and reform, Taiyuan has set up the targets of building the City into a “culturally famous
city, economically strong city, legally managed society and harmonious Taiyuan” . With the characteristics of
building a “Credible Taiyuan” and emphasis on the adjustment of economic structure, the City’ s economy
has developed rapidly and healthily, and the social undertakings have been advanced comprehensively. People
in Taiyuan enjoy peaceful life in the improving environment. In recent years, Taiyuan has won 13 national awards
and titles, including an advanced city in the cultivation of spiritual civilization, the National Model City for
supporting the army, government and people, an advanced city in comprehensive environmental improvement,
an advanced city in afforestation, an advanced sanitation city, a national model City in community construction
and a nice tourist city in the country. Fenhe River Scenic Area has won the title of “2002 UN Dubai International
Best Example Improving Residential Environment” , and the Western City Canal has won the National Award for
Exemplary Human Habitation Environment.

With the mountains, waters and the urban construction as the thread, this album is laid out with the unique
combination of photos and poems, demonstrating the verdant mountains, the clear waters and profundity of the
ancient culture. We hope it can serve as the name card of the ancient and modern city of Taiyuan for the readers.
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Twin Pagodas at Yongzuo Temple, the emblem of Taiyuan City.
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Fenhe River, the mother river nuturing the people in

Taiyuan for more than thousands years.
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Taoist Grottoes on Mount Dragon in Taiyuan,
the unique pure Taoist Grottoes cut on one mountain in China.




FEFTRRZEZZ—— RAXLEE
Grottoes on Tianlong Mountain, one of the ten largest grottoes in China.
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Mount Juewei, one of the eight attractive sights of Taiyuan.
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