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Abstract

The history of metallurgy is part of the history of Science and Technology, but research ap-
proaches to the history of netallurgy have some specific characteristics. This paper summarizes
sone ideas concerning the research approaches which acquired through 30 years research
practice and experience at the Institute of Historical Metallurgy and Materials, USTB. The
mejor approaches may be listed as llows: 1. Collection ofancient literature and geological
information. 2. Investigation of ancient mining, smelting and casting sites and traditional
techniques. 3. Analysis and examination of ancient metals, slags, moulds and other remains
of metallurgy. 4. Laboratory investigation on ancient technology of metallurgy by imita-
ting experiments. 5. Comprehensive study and combine archaeometallurgy with many other
fields of nature science and social science, such as metallurgy and material sciences, geology

and mineralogy, physics and chemistry, archaeology and history, etc..
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