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Introduction

Friends with English is a course adapted from a very
popular English Language Teaching series called Gogo
Loves English, published by Pearson Education North
Asia Ltd. in 2001. The course is jointly adapted by
Guangdong Education Bureau Teaching and Research
Institute and Pearson Education North Asia Ltd., based
on the requirements set in the new English Curriculum
(Piloting Edition) 2001. The course is divided into 8 levels
catering for students from Grade 3 to Grade 6.

1 Teaching aims

Friends with English aims to stimulate students’ interest
in learning English and foster positive English learning
experiences. The course aims to build up students’
confidence in their English abilities and to develop a
good foundation in pronunciation and intonation.
Friends with English also helps students to understand
cultural differences between the East and the West and
to prepare them for learning English in secondary
schools.

2 Underlying principles

e The primary objective of the course is to help students
develop a positive attitude towards learning English.
The course aims to arouse students’ interest in
learning English and to build up their confidence in
using English.

e A wholistic approach which incorporates skills
building, knowledge building, learning strategies,
emotional awareness and cultural awareness, is
applied in this course to develop the students’ abilities
and also to make English learning an important part
of civic education.

e Careful attention has been given to select topics and
content which are of interest to students. New target
language items are introduced through fun and
colorfully illustrated, interesting stories. Other inter-
disciplinary and inter-cultural knowledge is also
taught throughout the course.

e A variety of activities are designed to suit the
psychological and cognitive development of primary
students, i.e. imitating/feeling — associating/
understanding — producing. Through feeling,
practicing, participating, cooperating and
communicating, students are able to experience the
whole process of learning and the joy of success.
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e Apart from the colorfully illustrated print materials,
the course is comprised of a range of multi-media
teacher and student resource packages, including
audio and visual materials, software and web sites.

e Great attention has also been paid to bridge primary
and secondary English teaching requirements so that
the course is designed as a complete series in terms of
progression. The language syllabus of the course,
together with its activity types and teaching
methodology, is appropriately arranged to cater for
the characteristics and cognitive needs of students at
different ages.

3 Main features

¢ To make English learning an enjoyable experience,
Friends with English features a character called Gogo.
Gogo is a lovable creature from another world, who is
mischievous, curious, kind and eager to learn. The
series centers around Gogo and moves through Gogo's
adventures with his friends Tony and Jenny. During
these adventures, Gogo learns English, so do the
primary students. Throughout the course, Gogo and
the students grow up together, learn English together
and learn about the world together. Thus, the course
motivates students to learn and helps them in their
intelleetual development.

¢ New language items are presented in natural contexts
in the fun opening stories. Students can better
understand and memorize the target language as they
follow the contents of the stories. They experience the
fun of reading, which helps them develop the habit of
learning through reading. Near authentic contexts as
well as lively songs and chants are created for students
to practice target structures and vocabulary in
meaningful and communicative activities and games.

e The course is student-centered, catering for students
with different learning styles and abilities. Stories and
listening games are designed for auditory students
while puzzles, card games and memory games are
designed for logical students. Colorful pictures and
coloring activities help visual students, whereas role-
plays and TPR activities suit kinesthetic learners.
Songs and chants help musical students and pair
work, group projects and interviewing activities are
designed to attract interpersonal types of learners.

¢ The course lays a good foundation for pronunciation

and intonation, which is an essential part of English
learning at the primary level. The spiral training
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system throughout Books 1- 8 contrasts with the
traditional rote-learning approach. Instead, students
learn through mimicking, and looking at words
containing the target phonemes and their
corresponding pictures. This provides students with
both visual and audio stimulation. The songs and
chants in each unit help reinforce the phonemes
students have learnt and help them develop a feel for
language in an enjoyable way.

* The course has a great amount of information input
and students are exposed to a wide range of
vocabulary. However, it maintains a strictly controlled
and smooth language progression. The requirements
are appropriate and varied at different stages so that
students can be exposed to a great variety of language
without being over burdened and thus losing
confidence. At the same time, more able students and
classes are provided with enough room to explore
more learning opportunities.

* Language is the carrier of culture, transmitting
cultural information. Cultural elements can be found
in the Main Units, including customs, life styles, social
behavior and attitudes. In addition, there are two
Culture Units in each book, which aim to broaden
students’ vision. The Culture Units cover a variety of
topics including sports, recreational activities, food,
animals, clothing, household arrangements, climates,
holiday activities, typical geographical features and
national landmarks. They introduce cultures all over
the world including that of China’s. This helps
students to recognize, understand, tolerate and
appreciate foreign cultures. At the same time, students
develop a better understanding of their home culture
and patriotism is promoted.

* The course is flexible in the sense that it meets
different requirements of various levels of students.
There are 3 Bonus Units in every book, each featuring
imaginative and colorful artwork. These Bonus Units
provide students with further opportunities to
reproduce what they have learnt in the Main Units.

4 Overview

The eight-level course has the following components for
each term:

¢ Student’s Book

e Workbook

e Cassette

e Writing Book

e Teacher’s Book

¢ Picture cards (for teachers’ use only)
e Wallpictures

¢ Transparencies

RSP PR

A Student’s Books

The Student’s Books are the core of the course. They
contain exquisitely illustrated, colorful and lively
cartoons catering for students’ taste. The pages are
designed with clarity and a pleasant looking overall
effect.

Each Student’s Book has 12 Core Units including 3
Review Units designed to provide students with regular
revision and assessment. At the beginning of each book,
there is a unit called Do you know ...?2, which revises
some of the language items learned in the previous book.
After the 12 Core Units, there are 2 topic-led Culture
Units introducing cultures all over the world. The subject
matters are closely related to students’ daily lives and the
topics within the book. These Culture Units also provide
a chance to learn new vocabulary with taught structures.
There are 3 Bonus Units to follow the Culture Units. They
provide optional materials and can be considered as
flexible review units for teachers to choose from. (see
Language Syllabus on pages xiii and xiv)

Each Core Unit consists of the following sections:

Learning target language in
interesting contexts

Conversation:

Learning target vocabulary of the
unit

Vocabulary:

Target: Practicing target structures in

situational dialogues

Practice 1: Practicing listening comprehension

with close-ended questions

Practice 2: Practicing asking and answering

with open-ended questions

Song/Chant: Practicing and consolidating target
language through singing and

chanting rhythmically

Activity 1: Practicing reading and writing to
further understand, recognize and
use the target words or structures of
the unit

Activity 2: Improving students’ ability to use
the language through

communicative activities

Sounds and words: Learning phonemes and words
containing certain letters and letter
combinations through listening,
mimicking, singing, chanting,
playing games, etc.

B Workbooks

The two-color Workbooks have 12 units, in parallel with
the 12 Core Units in the Student’s Books. They provide a
variety of listening, speaking, writing and reading
practice, e.g. look at the pictures and complete the
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sentences, match, read and say sentences, look at the
pictures and say the words or sentences, listen to the
songs and complete the sentences, look at the pictures
and choose the correct answers, identify phonemes, etc.
These activities either focus on a single item or on
integrated exercises. They aim to help students
consolidate their understanding and memory of the
words taught and their corresponding sounds as well as
target vocabulary and language. This will enhance
students’ ability in listening, speaking, reading and
writing. The Student Cards in each unit can be cut out
and used for a variety of in-class vocabulary activities,
games and after-class review. Additional tasksheets and
cut-out cards at the back of the book are provided for
extension and optional activities that are introduced in
the Teacher’s Books.

C Writing Books

The Writing Books also have 12 units, in parallel with the
12 Core Units in the Student’s Books. The exercises
provide students with increasingly more practice in
writing through a great variety of interesting activities
such as look at pictures and write words or look at
pictures and complete sentences. Such practice lays a
good foundation for independent sentence writing at the
next stage.

D Teacher's Books

To meet different needs of the teachers and for easy
referencing, the bilingual Teacher’s Books are designed
with English and Chinese texts arranged on facing pages.
They contain a general Introduction to the course
(including Teaching aims, Underlying principles, Main
features, Overview, Language syllabus, Suggested
schedule, Tips for teachers and General activities), Skills
Obijectives (see page xii) for the 8 levels, and unit-by-unit
Teaching Notes.

The unit-by-unit teaching notes are different from the
usual lesson-by-lesson arrangement. They suggest
teaching steps in dealing with individual sections of each
unit, which provides more flexibility for teachers. The
teaching notes for each section include such parts as
Getting ready, Using the book, Extension activities,
Optional activities and Workbook Student Cards. The
teaching steps are simple and easy to understand, and
the activities are varied and practical. Additional tests,
evaluation sheet, Gogo Certificate, Workbook answers
and tape scripts are also provided at the back of each
Teacher’s Book.

E Flashcards (for teachers’ use only)

These 4 color, large-sized cards are for classroom use.
They are double-sided with pictures on one side and
words on the other. Exquisitely illustrated cartoons are
designed to be attractive to students. The unit-by-unit
teaching notes in the Teacher’s Books provide

000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000OROIOGOIOGOIOGOITLY

suggestions on how to use these cards.

F Cassettes

There are two cassettes for each level. In each unit,
recording of the Student’s Book content (Dialogs,
Vocabulary, Target, Songs, Chants, Sounds and words
and Listening practices) is followed by that of the
Workbook (Listen and circle, Listen to the song/chant
and write). All the books are recorded with native English
speaking adults and children acting various characters in
the books. Their clear and accurate pronunciation plus
sound effects enliven the printed texts.

The original course Gogo Loves English has its own web
site: www.GogolovesEnglish.com. It provides a rich
source of teaching and learning materials. Teachers can
exchange experiences and tips in Gogo Teachers’ Club.
Students can also find interesting games to practice their
English.

5 Suggested schedule

Most materials in the course package are flexible and
teachers can adjust the progress to fit their own class
situations. About 48 lessons are needed to cover one
level of the course. This includes 1 lesson for Do you
know ...2, 3 to 4 lessons for a Core Unit, 1 lesson for a
Review Unit, 2 lessons for a Culture Unit and 1 lesson for
a Bonus Unit. Extension activities, Optional activities
and Workbook Student Cards activities are
recommended but not required. Teachers can work out a
pace thaE suits the needs of the students.

6 Tips for teachers

 Demonstrate what you want students to do or say.
Give examples.

e Use humor, exaggerated gestures and voice, physical
characterizations, and lots of body language to enliven
the lesson.

e Use visual/aural aids as much as possible to assist
students’ comprehension.

s Give students frequent feedback. Correction should be
gentle but consistent and followed by praise.

e Use a variety of activities. If students become bored,
change the activity.

e Change the pace of the lesson to re-energize and
refocus the class if students become inattentive. Do
some TPR, play a game, or sing a song.

e For large classes, demonstrate activities with a few
students first and then have students work in pairs or
small groups.

e When choosing students to model activities, try to give
all students a chance to be the model.
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¢ When grouping students, be sensitive to the possibil-
ity that certain students do not work well together.

e Encourage students to lead activities as often as
possible. Take part in games and activities.

e When keeping score, give points for successes rather
than take them away for failure.

7 Basic Classroom English

Use gestures with Classroom English as long as
necessary.

e Stand up: whole hand gesturing upward

¢ Sit down: whole hand gesturing downward

¢ Raise your hand: hand up in the air

e Everyone together: one hand drawing a big circle in
the air

e Very good/excellent: thumb up with enthusiasm or

applaud student(s) >

e Listen: index finger pointing to your ear

¢ Look: index finger pointing to your eye

e Point: hold index finger up in the air »

e Repeat: hand moving in a small circle

¢ Say: pointing to your mouth

e Sing/chant: hand making waves in the air like a
conductor

e Draw: drawing with an imaginary pen

¢ Count: holding up one finger, then two, then three

8 General activities

These activities can be used at any time throughout the
course and can be adapted for different vocabulary and
skill levels.

Scavenger hunt

Make a list of questions that the Ss can answer. Focus on
language that has been taught recently. The questions
must be about things in the classroom or school or
simple questions about their fellow classmates. For
example: What color is the door of the teacher’s office?
Who is the oldest student in the class? Which is the tallest
building in our city? Put Ss into teams. Have Ss answer
from memory or let them look around the school or talk
to other Ss to find the answers.

Card count
Make a large set of cards with numbers from 0 to 6 on

them. Put Ss into teams. Assign a card pile for each team.

After asking each team a question, let them take a card if
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they answer correctly. Do not let them look at the card.
Each card should be put on the team’s card pile face
down until the end of the game. At the end of the game,
count the numbers on the cards to see which team wins.

Sentence race

Choose sentences from the unit Ss are studying and
write them on a piece of paper. Put Ss into pairs or small
groups. Cut the sentences so that each word is separate.
Give each pair or group a number and write these
numbers on the board. Then give them their cut-up
sentence cards. Do not let them start until each pair/
group has their cards. When the Ss know what their
sentence is, one member must come up to the board and
write it under the correct number. Give points for the
first three teams.

Beat the teacher

Make a large set of blank cards. Count out the cards.
Divide the total number of cards by 2 and add 5. This is
how many questions T must ask Ss to give them a fair
chance to win the game. Now hand out the cards so that
each student has the same number of cards and the
teacher has none. If a student answers a question
correctly, they can give T one of their cards. After T asks
the set number of questions, count the cards. If the Ss
have fewer cards than T, they win. If T has fewer cards, T
wins.

Spelling tournament

Using the new vocabulary from the unit, write a list on
the board or show it on the overhead projector. Let Ss
study it for a short time. Then choose a word and spell it.
Say each letter and point to each student in a row. The
student being pointed at when saying the last letter of
the word must stand up, choose another word and spell
it while pointing to the next Ss in the row. When T gets to
the end of one row, start on the next one. If a student
gets the word wrong, they must do it again with a new
word that T chooses. Continue until many Ss have had a
chance to spell the new words.

True or false

Write ten sentences on the board and give Ss a few
minutes to read them over. It is best if the sentences are
somehow related or about familiar or interesting events.
The sentences should focus on the new language the Ss
have been studying, e.g. Our school is across from the
park. T has an extra copy of the sentences on a piece of
paper. Erase the sentences on the board. Then make
statements related to the sentences, e.g. Where’s the
park? It’s across from our school. Have Ss tell you if the
statements are true or false.




Question and answer match

Make a set of cards. Put a question on one card and its
answer on another. Separate the question and answer
cards into two separate piles. Put Ss into groups. There
should be one set of question and answer cards for each
group and there should be one card for each student in
the group. Ask Ss to take a moment to read their cards. Ss
should not show each other their cards. Ask Ss to take
turns reading their questions. The student who thinks
they have the matching answer reads theirs. If it is a
match, the group gets two points. If not, it only gets one.
Repeat until all the Ss have found a match for their
question or their answer.

Memory challenge

Use or make six to eight flashcards with pictures from
the unit Ss have just studied. Put them blank-side up on
the board. Uncover them and let Ss to look at them
briefly. When everyone has seen each picture for a few
seconds, cover them again. Then ask them questions
about what they saw. Start with basic questions and then
progress to more challenging questions. For example:
Did the boy miss the bus? What color was the bus? What
was the number on the bus?
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9 Abbreviations

SB
WB
TB

2X

Ss

T

S1, 82

Student’s Book

Workbook

Teacher’s Book

Twice

Students

Teacher

Student one, Student two, etc.




1 -8 TR E AR BIREX

S| BB HRYE T E Y ¥R REGH B0 7R 42 H A ] REBHNT R (KGR RE TR (KEM
K 1 B E B Tk A 2l B 1] L NE) REZ R, NE) MERERGE,
INE Y P
BM | REMARE TR Tk Rt (5] A7 (1] RN B2 Hh REM B SR A 7, R 155 PR T
HH A R Y P ] A (fd iR i,
R,
BEM | REBREITEI2EN REA WL FLH AR 365 A 25 (o] RERS IR ) TR RERB IR ZS SEIL ) F o
230 HHHH LY P R[] AR ) (fi
A — BEAEN )
UMt | REMARIEOT BN 24E N AEAS L H WAL 16 P9 2 ) AE A K 7 12 760 2L 52 REALOIRTES e %
234 O T P R 2 1) RE AN ) (f WA, M4,
AR P — e BLAE IS S A B TE
AT
5 RESH AR B 0T 21 19 278 N REMS AT R TN AREK AEH A /N T Y REMS IERAIZ K /NG F
A RS B R T BEENA B 20E (fF FAER BERAR A5 1),
I 4 ] Aol ZmE) .
SN | REREARHE T B 21E N REA L F W AE 15 P9 2 [ AE VR AEBObE - i RS A P 1) 5 ] ) S
AEEXTEEA B, | SRR R (f R, FULH,
F— RN 2S)
UM | A AENT SEME SO I RESE B B #4085 0 2 (e A A 7P 152 40 B A 4 AEAS R IR E & 4
) INE [ REAN 4R M ) (s 24 M A
JATE 25 18] b B AN B g
gk,
BOAM | BB AENT SE S [ REMS TEBUM AL BY T ik AE K 7 32 70 2 A SC AEA 5 4 Y BUE A1 SCEE
i (E AT H,

Xi




Skills Objectives

Book 1 Will be able to choose a | Will be able to copy the Will be able to recog- Will be able to trace the
: picture while listening model and ask/answer nize all the letters of alphabet (upper and
to words/phrases/ simple questions the alphabet (upper lower cases) and key
target language and lower cases) and words
key words

Book 2 Will be able to choose a | Will be able to respond Will be able to recog- Will be able to write the
picture while listening to/ask simple ques- nize words and alphabet and key words
to sentences tions (using present sentences

tense)

Book 3 Will be able to choose a | Will be able to respond Will be able to compre- Will be able to fill in
picture while listening to/ask questions about hend sentences blanks in order to
to conversations daily life (using present complete sentences

tense)

Book 4 Will be able to choose Will be able to respond Will be able to read Will be able to copy the
answers to questions to/ask questions about aloud and comprehend model and write
about a picture after daily life (using present complete sentences complete sentences
listening to conversa- and present continu-
tions ous tenses)

Book 5 Will be able to fill in Will be able to have Will be able to read Will be able to write
blanks to answer simple conversations worgds and sentences in original sentences by
questions about a about personal and short stories using correct upper
picture while listening family matters (using and lower cases letters
to conversations past tense) and punctuation

Book 6 Will be able to answer Will be able to respond Will be able to read Will be able to write
questions about a to/ask questions about simple instructions in simple captions for
picture while listening daily life (using future teaching materials pictures
to conversations tense)

Book 7 Will be able to answer Will be able to respond Will be able to read Will be able to write
questions after to/ask questions about aloud and comprehend original sentences with
listening to short daily life (using short passages more complicated
passages comparatives and structures

superlatives)

Book 8 Will be able to answer Will be able to tell Will be able to read Will be able to write
questions after simple stories with the aloud and comprehend short original para-
listening to passages help of teachers passages graphs/ passages
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Syllabus 3 xR

Do you know o

1 Where did you buy
that hat?

Review of Student’s
Book 7

Comparatives
Past tense

Activities
Prices

Superlatives

Where did you buy those shoes? I bought them at the shopping
mall.
How much were they? They were 25 yuan. That's cheap.

2 Turn left at the

Direction and

Excuse me. Where’s the bank? Turn left at the corner. It’s next to

corner. location the grocery store. Pardon me. Where’s the shopping mall? Go
straight. It's across from the park.
3 He's going into the Feelings I'm tired. Why? Because I stayed up late last night.
hole! Why did you stay up late? Because I watched TV.
4 Review 1 : Review of Units 1-3
Bonus 1 | Review of Units 1-3

S Where were you?

Past activities

Where were you at 3:30? I was at the subway station. I was
waiting for my friend. Were you at the bookstore at 7:00? No, I
wasn't. I was at the toy store. I was looking for a game.

6 Lisa was laughing
loudly.

Actions

Hey, you're late. What were you doing? I was digging a hole for
my new tree.

Why did it take so long? I was digging slowly.

Why were you digging slowly? Because it was hot.

7 Ihad a bad day.

Sequence of events

I'had a bad day! What happened?
First, I woke up late. Next, I missed the bus. Then, I forgot my
homework! Wow! That’s really bad. :

Tibet.

bus.
Where are you going to stay? We're going to stay in a hotel.

8 Review 2 Review of Units 5-7
Bonus 2 Review of Units 5-7 J
9 They're good for you.| Health What's wrong with you, Gogo? I had too much cola. That’s bad
for you! |
What else is bad for me? Too much junk food is unhealthy. 1
What'’s good for me? Get plenty of exercise, eat plenty of |
vegetables and drink a lot of water. That’ll make you healthy! J‘
10 We're going to go t6 | Vacation How are you going to get to Guangzhou? We're going to go by

11 We have to go to

Future actions

Oh no! Ilost my bag! I have to find it. Don’t worry. I can help you.

Great vacations

I went to Egypt to see the Pyramids. Wow!

India! I have to hurry. Oh no! We can'’t get out! Don't push. You have to
pull!
12 Review 3 Review of Units 9-11 |
Bonus 3 Review of Units 9-11
Culture 1: Music What's that instrument called? It’s called a dizi.
Musical instruments How do you play it? You have to blow it.
Culture 2; Vacation I'had a great vacation! Where did you go?
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