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Preface

Every culture has a thought as its core, and the
thought is usually represented by a great figure. The
thought as the core of the Chinese culture is the Confucian
thought, which is represented by Confucius, who thus
stands out immortally among the forest of cultures and
thoughts of the world. The Confucian thought dwells in the
Confucian classics, whose quintessence is condensed into
terse sentences which, rich in purport and meaningful, be-
come household sayings upheld by the world as epigrams,
such as “Stones from other mountains can be used to cut
jade”, “Great is your virtue like a mountain high, like a
broad way for people to go” , “You present me with a peach,
and I requite it with a plum”, “Clear-sighted and wise,
you may assure your own safety”, “Careful and cautious, I
behave, as if I were approaching an abyss, as if I were tread-
ing on thin ice” ( The Book of Songs); “Is it not pleasant
to study and at due times to practice what one has
learnt?”, “If a man acquires new when he reviews what he

has learnt, he is qualified to be a teacher”, “He who just
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studies but does not think will be puzzled. He who just
thinks but does not study will be perilous”, “To say you
know a thing when you know it, and to admit you do not
know a thing when you do not know it”, “Listen widely but
set aside the doubtful points, while speaking of the undoubt-
ed parts with caution, and you will make few mistakes”
( The Analects); “He who rules in the proper course will
be assisted by many, he who does not rule in the proper
course will be assisted by few”, “A superior man neither
complains about Heaven nor blame others”, “I am skillful
in nourishing my noble spirit”, “I will not be shaken by
wealth or high rank, nor changed by poverty or humble posi-
tion, nor will I give myself up to power or force”
( Mencius); “Presenting the gift of truth to another is more
valuable than gold, gems, pearls, and jade”, “If you
work with perseverance, even metal and stone can be en-
graved” (Xun Zi); “One will walk up to perdition if he
has done many bad things”, “What would fur grow on if
there were no skin?” ( Zuo Zhuan); “Courtesy demands re-
ciprocity. It does not come up to courtesy if there would be
no reciprocity”, “The greatest course is that all the people
under Heaven share all under Heaven” ( The Book of
Rites) . Generally, these epigrams and aphorisms plainly
tell the personality of the Chinese people. With Confucius
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as its representative, the Confucian culture has extended
its influence upon the Chinese history and even upon the
world history to the utmost. Confucius integrated the Confu-
cian thoughts, whose source, however, traced bgck far
and deep. Confucius kept to the great virtue and noble
deeds of Yao and Shun, modeled on King Wen and King
Wu, followed the course of Duke Chow, hence the greatest
epitomizer of the Chinese culture. And right for this, Confu-
cius has been highly revered as master and canon, just as
the saying goes: it was no other than Confucius that was
wise enough to “inherit the past sages’ wisdom and open
up peace for all ages” . Since the Opium War, our coun-
try, repeatedly invaded and oppressed by the foreign coun-
tries, ceding territory and compensating cringingly, suf-
fered unprecedented shames. Therefore, as the posterity of
the sages, we must shoulder the glorious duty to rise up
and strive to be strong. Faced with the powers, some peo-
ple used to become self-abased, fancying that, to become
strong, our country must be westernized; some ascribed
our country’ s backwardness to Confucius, clamoring that
Confucianism must be eradicated. What stupidity! I recall
that at the end of the last century some foreigners wrote a
book so called Revolution of Study, claiming that following

his method one would be able to “finish four books within
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aday”, and “master a foreign language within four to eight
weeks”. Fantastic though it is, some of our countrymen be-
came so fascinated with it that they fervently bought the
book and hopefully read it, making the book a best seller:
250, 000 books were issued a day, setting a rare record
high in the publication circle. Though it flashed past in a
blink, the vogue revealed that our countrymen had lost
their confidence in the learning tradition set up by our ances-
tors thousands of years ago, or even cast it aside like an
old shoe. Such being this, other things are analogous. In
this case, it is of great urgency to probe into and extend
the modern meaning of the Confucian thoughts and carry for-
ward our traditional culture. In this light, Qilu Press have
the Confucian epigrams and aphorisms selected, compiled
and translated into modern Chinese and English with an illus-
tration added to each of them. These books are not only bene-
ficial to the Chinese readers, but also good for the overseas
readers who are interested in Confucianism. A good inheri-
tance of our country’ s culture, they are valuable and ad-
mirable efforts, hence the above lines as the preface.
Du Zexun of Tengzhou
at the Huaiying Apartment Building, Shandong University.
Aug. 8, 2006
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There is neither a benevolent man that for-

sakes his parents nor a righteous man that neglects
his lord.

Prince Hui of Liang Part 1
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Be conscientious in education to let people
know filial piety to their parents and respect to
their elder brothers, and there will be no elders
trudging on the road, bending under heavy loads.

Prince Hui of Liang Part I
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The failure to lift even a feather is due to
one’s unwillingness to use his strength; the failure
to see a cart of firewood is due to one’s disuse of
his eyes; and the failure for the people to enjoy a
peaceful life is due to the sovereign’s reluctance to
offer his favour.

Prince Hui of Liang Part 1
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Respect one’s own parents and then extend it
to others’ parents; Love one’s own children and

then extend it to others’ children.
Prince Hui of Liang Part 1
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