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Metropolitan London

1. Metropolitan London
X#B2IEH

Vast, vibrant@and truly multi-
cultural, London is one of the
world’s great cities. Located in the
southeast of England, on the River
Thames, it is the capital of the
United Kingdom ( UK) and has been
the heart of its political, cultural and
business life for centuries. The now

sprawling metropolis@ is a far ery

from the scrabble of dwellings that
first sprouted up to house river traders. It was the Romans who really kick-
started the city, by establishing “ Londinium” as an important fortress® town,
guarding the Thames and protecting against any Celtic tribes trying to invade the
then untamed® island. The Romans brought with them forts, roads and the rule
of law, prompting Roman historian Tacitus to boast of an AD60 ecity “filled with
travelers and a celebrated® center of commerce” .

Over the centuries, London has developed and expanded, despite the many
dangers—the Great Plague®, the Great Fire, the bitter English Civil War and

even a plot to blow up the Houses of Parliament. But most recently, London and

vibrant [ 'vaibront] adj. | %8, A 1E S 1
metropolis [ mi'tropalis] n. <, Kk
fortress [ 'fortris] n. B2 FEIE

untamed [ an'teimd ] adj. <9I AR &9 , 335 5049
celebrated [ 'selibreitid ] adj. 3 4 i

plague [ pleig] n. 5 , PR , K 14
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its citizens survived the German Luftwaffe® attempts to bomb the city to
oblivion® during World War I “Blitz".

Nowadays, the sheer scale of Greater London can be daunting at first, as it
sprawls 1500sq km across a voluminous® plain. However, it is a city that is
surprisingly easy to get around, with the comprehensive Underground or
“Tube”. The twin axis on which London rests is the Houses of Parliament to the
west and the City of London to the east. The seat of government, not far from the
home of the royal family, is connected to the City by the River Thames. In
between lie most of the tourist attractions and the busiest, liveliest entertainment
areas, such as Knightsbridge and Soho. But London’s vivacity® and charm
stretches far beyond the Circle Line—the Underground route that rings the inner
city.” Residential areas outside the city center have their own beating heart.

And as the population of London pushes inexorably® towards the ten million
mark, the city continues to grow and thrive. Home to 37 distinct immigrant
groups, each consisting of more than 10,000 people, this is a city where some
300 languages are spoken. This very real multiculturalism is evident on every
street and is a key reason why people love the city. Tourists come for London’s
history or London’s royal pageantry® but they return for all the charms of the
modern London, not least the extraordinary breadth of London’s cultural life,
with world-class art galleries and theatres, buzzing nightlife, film, music,
culinary® and fashion scenes. Overseeing the whole lot is Mayor Ken
Livingstone, who was elected in 2000. Keen to make an impact on the city,
various strategies have been developed and quickly implemented—for example,
the controversial® plan for congestion® charging on the inner city roads, which

is already a successful reality. But the city skyline is the place where the

Luftwaffe [ 'luftvafa] n. (ENAK) BEHSE

oblivion [ a'blivien] n. &, E &

voluminous [ vo'luimines] adj. M B K, ER KK, EAK
vivacity [ vi'veesiti] n. & &

inexorably [ in'eksorabli] adv. TLiR # , X B b

pageantry [ 'peedzontri] a. Xt , /N

culinary [ 'kalinori] adj. HH# , ZIBHAH

controversial [ kontra'va:fal] adj. FiE#, F UK
congestion [ kan'dzestfon] n. {1, F M
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Metropolitan London

London’s rapid change and optimism is most visible—the Docklands and the
City have shot up over the last few years.

During summer, London’s bountiful green spaces fill up with office workers
and tourists enjoying the surprisingly balmy® days as café tables sprout across a
multitude@ of pavements. During winter, the gray skies and rain can be
forgotten for a while in numerous cozy pubs. But spring and autumn are probably
the best seasons to visit the city, when clear crisp sunny days often illuminate®

London and its landmarks, old and new.
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@ balmy [ 'ba:mi] adj. ZF, BMAY
@ multitude [ 'maltitjurd] n. B, BR
@ illuminate [ i'ljuzmineit] ». BB0Y W2
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2. Buckingham Palace

H&XE

Besides being the official London residence® of the Queen, Buckingham
Palace is also the busy administrative@ headquarters of the Monarchy and has
probably the most famous and easily recognizable facade® of any building in the
world.

The Palace is a working building and the centerpiece of Britain’s constitu-

tional monarchy®. It houses the offices of those who support the day-to-

residence [ 'rezidons] n. BfE, 4

administrative [ od'ministrotiv] adj. I, FTHE
facade [ fo'sa:d] n. [E1H

constitutional monarchy & ¥ 37 % #
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Buckingham Palace

day activities and duties
of the Queen and the
Duke of Edinburgh and
their immediate family.
The Palace is also the
venue® for great Royal

ceremonies, State Visits == A
and Investitures@, all of which are organized by the Royal Household.

Although Buckingham Palace is furnished® and decorated with priceless
works of art that form part of the Royal Collection, one of the major art
collections in the world today, it is not an art gallery® and nor is it a museum.
Its State Rooms form the nucleus of the working Palace and are used regularly by
the Queen and members of the Royal family for official and State entertaining.
Buckingham Palace is one of the world’s most familiar buildings and more than
50,000 people visit the Palace each year as guests to banquets®, lunches,
receptions and the Royal Garden Parties.

For those who do receive an invitation to Buckingham Palace, the first step
across the threshold® is into the Grand Hall and up the curving marble stairs of
the Grand Staircase. Portraits are still set in the walls. The Throne Room was
sometimes used during Queen Victoria’s reign for Court gatherings and as a
second dancing room. It is in the Throne Room that the Queen, on very special
occasions like Jubilees®, receives loyal addresses. Another use of the Throne
Room has been for formal wedding photographs.

George IV ’s original palace lacked a large room in which to entertain.
Queen Victoria rectified® that shortcoming by adding in 1853—1855 what was,

at the time of its construction, the largest room in London. At 122 feet long, 60

venue [ 'venjur] n. & # &, &1L HE &
Investiture [ in'vestitfa] n. £2HR, $24Y

furnish [ 'fomif] v. ¥ & %8

gallery [ 'geelori] n. EARFE %, E &

banquet [ 'bepkwit] n. £

threshold [ 'Orefhould] n. [ T4, A I

Jubilee [ 'dzubilii] n. KBS, KT ; KAE
rectify [ 'rektifai] v. HFIF , /A%
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feet wide and 45 feet high, the Ballroom is the largest multi-purpose room in
Buckingham Palace. It was opened in 1856 with a ball to celebrate the end of
the Crimean War. »

It is along the East Gallery that the Queen and her State guests process to
the Ballroom for the State Banquet normally held on the first day of the visit. The
Ballroom has been used as a concert hall for memarial concerts and performances
of the arts and it is the regular venue for Investitures of which there are usually
21 a year—nine in the spring, two in the summer and ten in the autumn. At the
Investitures, the Queen or the Prince of Wales as her representative will meet
recipients® of British honors and give them their awards.

From the Ballroom, the West Gallery, with its four Gobelin tapestries@,
leads into the first of the great rooms that overlook lawn and the gardens—setting
for the annual Garden Parties introduced by Queen Victoria in 1868. The State
Dining Room is one of the principal State Rooms on the west side of the Palace.
Many distinguished people have dined in this room including presidents and
prime ministers.

The Music Room was originally known as the Drawing Room and is the
center of the suite of rooms on the Garden Front between the Blue and the White
Drawing Rooms. Four Royal babies, the Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal,
the Duke of York and Prince William were all christened® by the Archbishop of
Canterbury in the Music Room but one of its more formal uses is during a State
Visit when guests are presented to the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and the
visiting Head of State.

The last of the suite of rooms overlooking the gardens is the White Drawing
Room. Originally called the North Drawing Room, it is perhaps the grandest of
all the State Rooms. The Room also serves as a Royal reception room for the
Queen and members of the Royal family to gather before State and official
occasions.

The Bow Room is familiar to the many thousands of guests to Royal Garden

@ recipient [ri'sipiont] n. #3%H
@ Gobelin tapestries teepistriz] HAK SR (AR EEBR—-HE)
@ christen [ 'krisn] v. (F) ML, ¥k &
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Buckingham Palace

Parties who pass through it on their way to the garden. It was originally intended
as a part of George IV’s private apartments—to be the King’s Library—but it
was never fitted up as such. Instead, it has become another room for entertaining
and is where the Queen holds the arrival lunch for a visiting Head of State at the

start of a State Visit.
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3. Windsor Castle

Windsor Castle is an
official residence of the
Queen and the largest
occupied castle in the
world. A royal palace and
fortress for over 900

years, the Castle remains

a working palace today.

Visitors can walk around the State Apartments, extensive suites of rooms at the




Windsor Castle

heart of the working palace; for part of the year visitors can also see the Semi
State rooms, which are some of the most splendid interiors in the castle. They
are furnished with treasures from the Royal Collection including paintings by
Holbein, Rubens, and Van Dyck, fine tapestries and porcelain, sculpture and
armour.

Within the Castle there are many additional attractions. In the Drawings
Gallery regular exhibitions of treasures from the Royal Library are mounted.
Another popular feature is the Queen Mary’s Dolls’ House. The fourteenth-
century St. George’s Chapel is the burial place of ten sovereigns®, and setting
for many royal weddings; Nearby on the Windsor Estate is Frogmore House, an
attractive country residence with strong associations to three queens—Queen
Charlotte, Queen Victoria and Queen Mary.

In celebration of the Golden Jubilee® of Her Majesty the Queen, a new
landscape garden has been created by the designer and Chelsea Gold Medallist
Tom Stuart Smith. The garden, the first to be made at the Castle since the
1820s, transforms the visitor entrance and provides a setting for band concerts
throughout the year. The informal design takes its inspiration from the
picturesque character of the Castle.

The Castle was first built more than 900 years ago. William the Conqueror®
chose the site, high above the River Thames and on the edge of a Saxon hunting
ground. It was a day’s march from the Tower of London and intended to guard
the western approaches to the capital.

Since those early days Windsor Castle has been inhabited continuously and
improved upon by successive sovereigns. Some were great builders, strengthening
the Castle against uprising and rebellion; others, living in peaceful times, created
a palatial® royal residence.

Nine centuries after its foundation, the castle continues to perform its prime
role as one of the Queen’s official residences. Pivotal to this role are the State

Apartments,, which are the formal rooms used for Court ceremonial and State and

sovereign [ 'sovrin] n. B ¥, 414

Golden Jubilee i +EAF L &

William the Conqueror 1066 E{F R EE ML KA BB K
palatial [ pa'leifal] adj. EFH & & 19
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